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Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Yes. This question
of increasing the subsidy must be carefully
considered by the Government, because we
cannot allow the fox menace to continue.
Already the pest is doing a great deal of
daniage. Then we have the native dog
b~onus. I have been told that those dogs.
are increasing tenfold because of the very
cunall price that is paid for their scalps.
I will support the motion for the adoption
of the Address-in-reply.

On motion hr Hon. H.
(dehate adjourned.

S. W. Parker,

House adjourned a~t 6.5 p~m

Tuesday, 17th August, 1937.

Question., Agricleuimi Bank, reverted properties 95
Address-in-reply, fifth day..............5

The SPEARER took the Chair at 4.30
paim. and read prayers.

QUESTION-AGRICULTURAL BANK,
REVERTED PROPERTIES.

11r. WATTS asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Is the prospective purchaser from
the Agricultural Bank of a reverted pro-
perty providedl with the mortgage doen-
inent ait the time when he enters into the
contract of sale? 2, if not, does the con-
trapt of sale specify the interest and other
conditions? .3, I1f not, is the purchaser sup-
plied with information as, to the probability
of variation inl the rate of interest, or in the
conditions of the mortgage, end if so, at
what stage in the negotiations?9

The MI1NISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1. -No. 2, Specifies usuial conditions only. 3,
Full information is available on inquiry.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,

Fifth Day.

Dobate resumned from. 12th August.

MR. NULSEN (Kanowna) [4.373): 1
c ongratu late the Premier upon his safe re-
titrIL from Engtland and upon the fact that
he is ]ooking so well. Undoubtedly the trip
has done him a great deal of good. It would
be better for everyone concerned if niany
of our leaders uWV',e to make these trips
They are very educational. Those who go
abroad see different systems and comec into
conitact with people of a different
psychology., I regret the Premier had not
time inl which to visit foreign countries such
ais Germany, Russia, Italy, America and so
on. I was also sorry to learn from the news-

paper of the aceident which befell the iin-
ister for Agriculture. I feel Sure he would be
more hurt by reason of being unable to carry
out his duties than. from the injuries hie re-
ceived, as lie is a very hard worker and
veryV s5incere ill all that hie does. I was glad
the member for floebourne (Mr. Rodoreda)
struck a new note. We hear so nuch that
is merely traditional, and we are glad when
somebody steps out in a new path, although
Ave nIa v not always agree W-ith what is sai.
The honi. member certainly opened uip a uew
track. I have said before 1 would like to
see tlhe Address-in-reply cut out altogether,
hut, after giving the matter further consid-
eration, I feel it would perhaps be better if
the duration of speeches were limited to
20 minutes. It is necessary that some time
should be devoted to lprivate memibers' busi-
ness, and it is also lieCeSSary that too muclh
time should not be devoted to that purpose.
The Leader of the Opposition made ninny
allegations against the Government. I sup-
pose it is his job to do that. The Premier,
however, in a very truthful and logical man-
ner replied effectively to those allegations.
Although wh,,en members criticise the Gov-
ernment they do not always say those things
that are absolutely correct, nevertheless it
is sometimes necessary for opposition to he
offered so that the Government may have
a chance to reply. I have much for which
to thank the Government. and I appreciate
what they have done in my electorate, the
largest electorate in the State. Many other
things, however, have not yet beeni done.
That mar be put down to the fact that
money is not available to do everything
that every member requires. The water
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scheme at Norseman was a wonderful un-
dertaking. Without it it would not have
been possible for Norseman to carry on.
The reticuilation has been partly completed.
It is a pity it was not finished. The coat
would have been only about £3,000, but
owing to the shortness of money it was
not possible to finish the work. The Mfinis-
ter hats, however, promised that it will
be completed before next summer. I aim
glad that a fire brigade will he established
there. Tite old brigade was a great credit
to the district and did very well. A new
brigade will be helpful to the young people,
and will bring down the idisuranee rates.
I amt always in favour of volunteer fire bri-
g0ades. Suich brigades are a great asset to
the State. 1 am fairly well satisfied with
the roads. Betweeni Coolgardie and Esper-
ance the road is pretty well advanced, and
'will be a great help to the district. The
road between Laverton And Beria is as
good as most of the metropolitan roads,
and is also very useful to the district. I
am grateful to the Government for doing
that work. I travel on the trans-AustAralian
railway every year, and find that things
are not as satisfactory there as they should
be. I am not satisfied with what is being
d]one for the pastoral and agricultural
industries. I find there is over-capi-
talisation in the mialice where it is a ques-
tion of sheep versus wheat. 'Neither am I
satisfied with the irregularities in the re-
pricing of the land by the Lands Depart-
mient. The dangerous deviations in some
of our main roads; are not conducive to the
safety of the public. This mnatter should
he inquired into. I will deal with these
questions later on in the session. 'Mem-
bers know my opinion of monetary reform.
I congratulate the Federal Leader of the
Opposition, Mr. Curtin, upon his policy.
Until we have monetary reform of a defin-
ite nature we shall never get back to true
prosperity. On this point I admire the
mnemlber for Claremont (Mr. North). He
always strikes an individual note, or, as
he puts it, brings out some dark horse.
Eventually that dark horse will come to
the front.' Too often we speak in tradi-
tional terms, and do not give sufficient con-
sideration to future development. 'Until
we dto so, we will not get anywhere. In
my remarks this afternoon I intend to con-
centrate upon the disabilities that arise from
centralisation. Western Australia has really

been developed on the foundations of cen-
tralisation to the detriment of the hack. couni-
try. The policy of the Labour Party is de-
centralisation. Fromt what 1 can learn the
first Plank in the platformn of the Country
Party also is decentralisation. There should
not be too much bother about meting out
justice to every port of the State. Each
port is entitled to its natural traffic. If
the country were developed on those lines
costs would be reduceed and the hinterland
behind the ports would have a chance to
develop. Vested interests, however, and
selfishness have stood out against decen-
tralisation. We have a fine port at Esper-
mice. The Government have spent a lot
of money iii giving Esperance the necessary
facilities. They have built a jetty which
runs out into 371/2 feet of water, and there
is a Custots. House having a big storage
capacity of not less than 2,000 tons. There
is also a railway from the port to nearly
every part of the hinterland. The port
itself controls the second greatest hinter-
land in Western Australia. A good deal
of Government money has been spent there.
The only fly in the ointment is that as yet
we have no regular service. For a boat to call
now and then is of little avail. To ensure
cargoes there must be a continuity of servie
and a regular time-table. A rra ngcmcnh;
cannot be mnade for mere casual calls liv
shippers, because business people and the
mines cannot tolerate anything that is not
regular nmid permaitent. Such a service
would be a. very important factor to Esper-
ance. Members representing the eastern gold-
fields in both Houses formed themselves into
a commit tee, and have been working hard to
bring- about the utilisation of their natural
port. All the local governing authorities
and the Chamber of 'Mines have been actively
assisting. They realise the benefit it would
be to all concerned to have the port opened.
In haulage, compared with Fremantle, there
would be a saving in railage of 347 miles to
Norseman, 131 miles to Coolgardie, Kal-
goorlie, or any of the other places to the
east including Laverton, Leonora and
Lawlers, and, in addition, a saving of 568
miles of water wvay. The Lake V'iew and!
,Star Co., by establishing oil tanks at Esper-
ane, have effected savings at the rate of £C1
per ton. I learn that the company inie
about 5,000 gallons of oil a day, so that they
are! saving £2.3 a day in respect of oil alone,
which represents nn enormous figure for the



[17 AuGusT, 1937.] 9

year. Norseman, being so much closer to
Esperance, would save more than twice as
much. Laneefleld saves about 10s. onl
charges, which is worthy of consideration
too. Despite the surcharge of 10s. per ton
levied against boats calling at Esperanee, a
saving can be effected in respect of most
freight, although the distance is 568 miles
shorter to Esperanee than to Fremantle. T
wvill give the House a few examples of the
savings recorded, despite the fact that
there is an additional charge of 10s. a
ton at Esperance compared with the charges
at Fremantle, which is 568 miles further onl.
I will instance goods under classes B and C,
and first and second classes and second class
pl[us 10 per cent. I will give an indication as
to what the effect is in connection with
Norseman, Coolgardie, K~algoorlie, Boulder,
Menzies, Leonorn, and Laverton. The de-
tails of savings, are, as follows:-

Class Class 1st 2nd 2nd Class
- B. C. Class. ClaIss plus 10

s. d.Norseman 20 11
Coclusedie 4 3
Kelvoorlie 2 8
Moulder .3 8
btenziew . 2 i1
TLeonora ... 2 11
Laverton... 2 10

r d.
420
8 10
9 4

0 11

S. d.
60 7
23 2
226 2
21 0)
17 6
V. I
1: IPI

S. d.
100 0
33 0
32 2
31 9
26 2
22 1I.
22 11

perc cent.
$. d,

1.20 11
35 2
36 7
35 1
211 0
26 3
26 3

It will be noticed that the further the goods
have to travel front Frenmantle, the saving is
not so marked, and the explanation of that
is the shading off of charges with regard to
railage distances. A still greater saving is
registered as against the use of the trans-
Australian railway. The Steamship Owners'
Association are reluctant to open any port
,other than Fremantle, and obviously they
-are in favour of centralisation. When the
-Government completed- the railway to Esper-
anee, the local people thought that some-
thing great had been achieved; but then the
representatives of the Steamship Owners',
Association visited the port and said that the
jetty was unsafe and dangerous, and refused
to provide a regular service by sea. Since
then the Government have spent a lot of
money in providing Esperanee with a deep
water jetty, with which no fault can be
found. All that ire want at Esperance now
is a regular shipping service. I view the
attitude of the Steamship Owners' Associa-
tion with suspicion. They apparently claim
that although they might send their ships to
Esperance, they would still have to send
themi on to Fremantle, and in consequence
they realise that no renter volume of freight
-would be transported into Western Australia
-as the result of opening up another port,

They) claim. there is an advantage throughi
being able to concentrate at one centre. They
care not for the development of the State.
They' have no feelings where the local people
are concerned, nor have they any regard for
the fact that those people are doing their
best under very adverse conditions. Nor are
the members of the Steamship Owners'
Association the only ones reluctant to open
up the port. The same attitude is apparent
with regard to the wholesale manufacturers
and merchants generally. They do not de-
sire to erect buildings,- in an additional port,
seeing that they have their warehouses in
Perth or Fremnantle. Obviously those people,

t, are in favour of centralisation. There
is no question about that, because it suits
their businesses better. I have given a lot
of consideration to this question, and I am
perfectly satisfied that no one can submit a
legitimate argument against the opening up
of ports that have an extensive hinterland.
I know more about Esperance, and therefore
quote that port as an example. I am posi-
tive that no one can submit a legitimate
argument against opening up that port.
Then again, goods that should be trans.
ported over our State-owned railways, and
especially over the section between Esper-
ance and Coolgardie, are conveyed over the
trans-A-ustralian line. Why is that? It is
because we are not using the port of Esper-
ance. The reason for that is not that we
have not the trade aiailab~e, or that the
trade would not lie sufficient to warrant the
port being served with a regular service, but
simply because those who have vested inter-
ests in the metropolitan area have no desire
to see the port of Esperanee opened. Some
people argue that the mallec country has not
been successful. Perhaps it is not. But we
are not relying on the malice country alone.
Esperunce would serve a population of not
less than 50,000 people who are resident in
the hinterland, and that is quite independent
of the malice country. If the imports aver-
aged £22 per head, then there should be not
less than £1,200,000 worth of goods to pass
through the port. That would represent the
minimum, because the goldfields imports are
much more than the average per head for
the whole State, owing to the extensive im-
portations of machinery, spare parts, and so
forth. I have remarked that some people
claim that the mallee country is not quite
satisfactory. I am perfectly satisfied that
the area immediately surrounding Esperane
and the Mallee will ultimately prove to be
productive. The average rainfall at Esperance
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is 25.99 inches, or 26 inczhes in round figures.
The annual rainfall over the sandplain coun-
try is about '20 inches. When I spoke about
the latter area years ago, I re-inamed it, and
referred to it as the treeless plaini; it is too
good to be designated a sand plain. I ant
satisfied that wve do not appreciate the value
of that country ait the presenit stage, ati~ I
"iu confident that somue timei in the future it.
will prove to be a great asset to the State. I
am confident that we wilt be able to produce
butter there and various other commodities
of which the public generally have no -onl-
ception at present. If a regular nmaritiime
service were established and the surcharge
of 10s. per ton lifted-I regard that
at; a %'lost iniquitous -harg--1l amn satis-
lied that the necessary tonnage would 1)0
forthcoming at E-sperance. if that reg-
lar sorvice were provided the requirements
of business men could be imported through
Jtsperance, and those who did not pursue
that course woulhi, iii view of the saving
that would be effected, be compelled to fall
into line in order to comlpete successfully
with those who did. I have heard it said
that if the port of Esperance were opened
it would affeet local production. I canl as-
sure the House that we dio not desire any-
thing of the( sort. it a circular that I issued
onl the 8th June last I included the follow-
ilig piurligraph:

The commiittee is in no way desirous of dis-
couraging local production, bitt a large quanl-
tity of supplies, chiefly mining supplies, are
not produced in Western Australia. Mluch lin-portation front the Eastern States is therefore
inevitable.

Although we advocate the opening up of
Eiwpranev its being conducive to the interests
of the goldflelsr andi as a means to help pro-
long the life of' the many industries in the
linterlandi of the port, we ni-c not desirous
of importing any goods that can he pro-
(!ItMtd Within Wester'n Australia. As far
la-k as 10013 the En-tern Coldfietds Reform
League of Western Australia complained
bitterly hecau-e the goldfields people could
10 Make use of their rnatural port at Esper-
ance. Just to give members an idea of the
strong feeling that existed at the time, I
wrill quote a paragraph from the manifesto

i' ivdb the loagur' under the heading- of
"Separation for Federation." The anri-
festo was adopted by a conference held at
Kalgoorlie onl the 3rd JIanuary, 1900. The
parag-rapli 1 shall quote readIs as follows:-

t-Refusal of Natural Railway Facili-
ties.

in addition to denying us fair represeuta-
tion, ov-ertaxing us, and diverting revenue and
loans for the benieflt of the older settled dis-
tricts, the dominant muinority on the coast have
refused to allow uis our natural harbour at
Esperance, and hare frequently stated that
they will never permit the construction of a
railway to the south coast. in order to force
all our commerce and traffic to pass through
Perth and Firemantle, they thus comtpel all
goods front the eastern colonies to travel an
extra 368 miles by sea, and 163 miles by rail.
The distance front Frenmatle to Coolgardie is
363 miles, whereas front Esperanee it is only
200 in a direct line.

The railway, whien it was constructed, did
not proce4ed in the direct line suggested, in
eOUsqN11llce of which the distance front
Esperance to Coolgardie is 232 miles, so
the saving- is only :3i miles as against 163
miles. It will he seen right from that time
the feeing( onl the goldfields was that the
port of Esperance has never been fairly
treated and that it was the natural port for
the fields. It has always been badly treated
hecause of vested interests and has certainly
been unfortunate iii that respect. In 189&
when each port had its natural traffic and
the railway from Fremanthe to Coolgardie
hadt not been constructed, Esperanee had a
population of 2,'000, and there were 10
sitores, two banks, ton,- newspapersi,
one borewery and one timber yard, At
thant tutn e Esperance was paying time
second highest Customs revenue lin the
State. There were two small boats a nd.
three schoonersi regularly calling itnto Esper-
alice inl those days. They had the shipping
hot no Jetty and no hiarbour facilities,
,whereags today we have the harbour facili-
ties but no shipping, which seemns rat her
anomalous. It is beyond my understanding
altogether that so much MOneVy should have
heeni spent there and yet the people should
not derive any benefit from it, as they shotild
be entitled to do from their natural port. In
those far-off days there were 60 horse teanm-;
and 2,000 camels hauling imports fromn
Esperanee to the Eastern Goldflelds. Thmat
was before the railway was constructed f romn
Fremantle to Coolgardie. Esperauce has
always been shamefully treated. It has
nmever been given a fair deal, and I think
there are other ports also that have not been
justly dealt with, ports such as Albany and
Geraldtou. I have no desire to be insolent,
but I should like the Government to wake
up to a sense of responsibility and extend
justice to Esperanee, especially since they
have spent a large sum of money in lprovid-
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ing the necessary hiarbour facilities. I shall
be quite satisfied if we can get a regular
steamer service, but without the surcharge,
which I think is iniquitous and unfair ini
every way. There will he no less than a
thousand tons per mnonth coining through
the port of Esperanee, exclusive of oil. It
behoeves us to do something tangible. We
can all talk, hut talking gets us nowhere,
whereas actions speak louder than words.
Twelve monthis ago I met the chairman of
the Stetunship Owners' Association, and I
was promised that if the goldfields would
auarantee 2.30 toins freight per month, the
boats would call into Esperance, but with a
surcharge of 10s. Seeminigly, at that time a
surcharge of £125 would have been sufficient
to induce themi to call, but now I have ap-
proached them again and they tell ine de-
finitely that the sureharge wilt be imposed,
no matter hlow many tons might be carried.
That seems anomalous for, surely, if the
freight onl a boat were 500 toins or 1,000
tolls there should be some reduction in the
surcharge or on a pro rata basis;
istead of its being 10&_ it should

be only, say, 2s. Gd. per ton for 1,000 tons.
Recently I had a talk wvith the manager of
the Anstralian Glass Company about ship-
ping their felspar through Esperauce. The
railways have conceded that company 2s.
Gd. per ton freight to Fremantle, hut the
Shipping Owners' Association want that
10s. surcharge on exports as well as on ini-

ports. The curse of it all is centralisation.
The whole State of Western Australia has
been built up onl a foundation of centralisa-
tion and, to an outport, centralisation means
isolation. That is where the port of Esper-
ainee has suffered. It is ridiculous that 47
per cent. of the population of Western
A1ustralia, should be found within the metro-
politan area. Queensland has been (le-
s-eloped on a very different system, thle
zone system, and so there is only 31 per
cent. of her population within the metro-
politan area, which speaks well for the de.-
velopment of that State. Our Premier, bie-
ing member for Geraldtou, is in a position
Somewhat similar to my own, in that there
has been much more money spent in Gerald-
ton than in Esperauce, and still the people
of Oeraldton are not getting the service to
which they are entitled. From what I could
learn when I w~as up there, most of the re-
quirements of the district still come through
Fremntle, which is a ridiculous state of

aiffiris. The Labour Party favours decentra-
lisation and so, too, does the Country Party,
but further consideration will have to ho
given to doing something in that regard. I
am not altogether in favour of interference
with private enterprise, but I do say that
in the development of the State the Govern-
mnt have every .justificationl for the running
of State boats. We can well imagine what
would have happened in the North but for
the State steamers, and we cati see what is
happening in the South for want of State
Steamers, It will be difficult for the Country
Party to implement their policy of decen-
tralisattion unless thwy can get competition
in transport.

lion. C, G. Lathani: Before the railways,
were built, Esperanec had its boats.

M\r.. NULSEN: Yes, before the railways
were built, but since every facility has been
provided at Preni title, the boats concentrate.
there. I am told that in a lesser
degree centralisation of shipping obtains
in, Enll-and. I was speaking of this to Mr..
Angwin, a fanner Agent General, and'
he said it was much the same in England,
although to a lesser deg-ree than obtains.
in Western Australia.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Yes, at Liverpool.
Mr. NULSEN: Yes, that is what I was

informed by one who knows.
2Mr. Doney: He did not know too much'

about it.
Mr. NVLSENK: I think hie does know

something about it, and I am Sure he was
right in whvat he said. If Espera ace were
opened as a port, innulmerable benefits
would follow. If we had a regular service
of steamers there, we would never hatve
less than 1,000 tons of cargo per month
coining to Esperance. It would serve to
develop the hinterland by cheapening
eos. Also it would cheapen costs in the
mining- industry, and so permit of the
working of low-grade ore. Tt would help
the unemployed by prolonging the life of
the mining industry. It would also make
use of the utilities already established by
the C.'overninent, such as our railways,
which extend to every corner of that hinl-
terland. I believe the railway to Laverton
is either the second longest or the third
longest line in Western Australia. Taxa-
tion would be helped, because on a per
capita basis the goldfields pay more taxa-
tion than is paid elsewhere in the State.
It would reduce the isolation of Esperane

go
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and give the Esperanee People a little en- there was not a great deal of constructive
couragenient. At present they are living
tinder most adverse conditions. And it
must not be forgotten that the port of
Esperance serves the largest producing
goldields in Australia. Western Australia
prodclus 80 per cent, of the gold won in
the Commonwealth. We have quite a nium-
ber of road boards in the hinterland of
Esperanee, one of which wrote at long let-
ter to me-I all not going to read it-
asking for the co-operation of the Esper-
anee Road Board in getting a decent road
put down between Ravensthorpe and Es-
perance; because Esperance is the natural
port of Ravenathorpe, but unless the people
of Ravensthorpe have a decent eonnectiaQ-
road, they cannot use Esperance. They
have been asking for this road for years.
and to-morrow we are to take a deputation
to the Minister on the subject. I hope
lie will give sympathetic consideration to
our request. The Esperance district boasts
eight road boards, some of them having a
length of over 600 miles. They are; Phillips
River, Esperanee, flundas, Coolgardie, Kal-
goorlie, Menzies, Mt. Margaret, anld Leonlora.
Then there are also included in the area the
mnunicilpalities of Kalgoorlie and Boulder.
All members are aware of the attractions of
Esperance as a health and pleasure resort.
The climate is superb, and for sportsmen
there are fishing, shooting, tennis and a
scenic golf course the equal of which T
have never seen. The first boat, the s.s.
"Koomylia," is expected on the 24th inst.
I hope her visit will he the start of a
regular service to Esperance. Seeing that
Esperance has such a huge and produc-
tive hinterland, I ask members for their
sympathetic support of my plea, and trust
that some day Esperance will be justly
trea ted.

MR. BROCKMAN (Sussex) [5.13]: 1 do
not wvish to give offence in any wvay, but I
certaiilyv intend to refer to one or two of
the Goverrnment departments. Before do-
ing so I wish to join with other members
in welcoming the Premier back home. I
hople his trip has done him a great deal of
good and that lie will have renewed vigour
to carry out his duties. Also I sympathise
with the Minister for Agriculture in his
painful accident, and I trust it will not he
long before he, too, returns and will be found
equal to taking up his duties again with-
-out delay. Coming to the Governor's Speech,

matter in it, hut at the sane time we hope
that after a week or so of sitting we shall
have a better idea of what lies before uts
this session. The Education Department i
the first to which I would] refer. Mr.
MeclArty has experienced mucli the same
dilffiultyv as I have in regard to that depart-
ment. and the other evening he said practi-
cally all that I wished to say mlyself. I want
to thank the Mlinister for Education for hav-
ing carried out a promise of long, standing-
in providing a school at Augusta. True, the
wvork was not carried out as we had hoped
it would be. We had expected a new struc-
ture, but anl old building was shifted there
I)y tile Group Settlement Departmnent. We
felt disturbed about it because the timber
was very shaky, but eventually a satisfac-
tory job wvas made of it. There are other
small mnatten- in connection with education
that I hope the department will be able to
attend to during the present year. A shel-
ter shed is required at Forrest Grove. The
member for North-East Fremantle (Mrsf.
Tonkin) could support me in that. The
children are compelled to have their meals
in the open, and in a distriet of such heavy
rainfall it is very distressing to the children.
The settlers are prepared to erect the
building if the department will provide
the material. At Yongarilup the school
requires inling, and a shelter shed is
needed. I hope a few pounds will he made
available for these small jobs. The par-
ents are willing to undertake the work if the
department supply the material. Busselton
is a larger centre, having about 300 child-
rem. There a larger ground is needed arid
also additional accommodation. One class
has to be taught in a building a mile away
from the school, a very inconvenient ar-
rangement bo0th for teachers and for child-
tll. Now I wish to speak on the old sub-
ject of -the Agricultural Bank. On this
occasion I am pleased to be able to say that
conditions have been greatly improved over
the last year and a half, that settlers in my
district are working hard and are satisfied
that the outlook is better than it was. When
travelling through the district I found that
most of them were contented, and I believe
they are meeting their obligations to the
Bank. Still, I cannot see much hope of suc-
cess ensuing from the present policy. To-
day each settler is running two or three
farms, which enables him to meet his obli-
gations, but presently, when all are once
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more confined to their individual blocks, I
cannot see how they canl possibly be success-
fill. Having two or three bloclks, they are
able to carry sufficient stock, but it wrould
not be possible to carry the same number on
one block. If the development of the blocks
coul1d beC greatly increased, they might be
aide to carry onl suceosfiiIIy, but amy opinion
is that thle hioldings are def4initely too small,
and that steps will have to be taken to in-
crease the area of pasture land. 'Under
existing condlitions, settlers have not the
time requisite to develop their own hold-
ings, and the money which should be spent
onl further development is being applied to
the payment of interest. Thus the settlers
are debarred from increasing their pastures
to the extent necesary to carry sufficient
cows to enable them to pay their way. When
travelling through my distrit a week ago I
attendeod a number of sales, and I noticed
that far too many heifer stock were being
sold as fats. For years we have been buy-
ing cattle at high prices in order to stock
holdings. If every holding were settled to-
day, far more cattle thanl are available on
the siettlements would be required.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Is not there a
mecasure onl the statute-book to prevent the
slaughter of heifer calves?

'Mr. BROCKM3AN: I believe so.
Thle Premier: They would be under six

months.
Mr. BROCEMAIN: No, I am talking of

three-year-olds that should be calving now.
The Premier: Are they. of milking strain?
Mr. BROCK1AN: Yes, bred from stock

imported from the Eastern States, and
very good stock, too. I do imot want to see
the aovernmimt placed in the lposition of
having to buy additional stock at high
prices. If that is done, the settlements will
soon become over-eapitalised again. I kniow
the answer that will he given; it will be
that this stock has aborted, but I point out
thant in another 12 months those heifers
would be immune to the disease, Of course,
they would have to be treated, but it is pos-
sible to treat stock satisfactorily and at low
cost. It is to the interests of settlers to re-
tain their own stock, because we know that
any stockman becomes attached to his stock,
and it is far better to raise our own cattle
thn to have to buy elsewhere at very high
prices.

The Premier: What wvould be the average
price of those beifers?

Mr. BROCKMANT: I bought eleven at
prics rang-ing fromu X3 to £4 17s. 6d.
I sold thenm Again, and made a few
pounds on my bargain, but it was
open to anl'y buyer to do that. What
I wish to stress is that the policy is
wrong-. The question of linking up holdings
is a niost important one. I have pointed out
that settlers are at present able to meet
their liabilities because they are using two
or three holdings, but the time is coming
when they will have to go back to their own
holdings. The linkin-up of blocks should
have been undertaken before this because
settlers have not enough improvements of
their own to enable them to run sufficient
stock., If the linking-up were carried out,
settlers would be able to proceed wvith the
development of their farms, and later di-
vide them when sons reached an age to take
up land. This would be a better policy than
bringing- migrants from overseas or from
the Eastern States. Why should we not
settle our own people before thinking of'
others? I hope the -Minister will give atten-
tion to this umatter. One settler at -Forrest
Grove, a very able luau, has 113 acres, and
every acre is under pasture. He has been
anxious to link his holding with a deserted
block adjoining, hut has not been permitted'
to do so. lie has been told that he should'
be able to amanage oin 113 acres. When that
settler is confined to his own block, he will
probably have to leave, because he will not
be able to meet the heavy commitments
against his holding. I believe that his hold-
ing has not been written down at all. The
member for North-East Fremntle is
acquainted with that settler and knows what
~in asset men of that type are to the State.
They are the type that should be given all
possible consideration. During the last three
or four years we have engaged in a system
of land development by unemployed single
in, and to this I wish to refer froma a
group settlement point of view. It is a
waste of public money to employ men onl
clearing land and then allow the clearinig to-
revert to nature. A few months ago I saw
land that had been cleared three or four
years before being re-cleared because the
scrub had grown uip. Had that land been
treated with super and put under grass at
the time, the State would] have been reaping
the benefit instead of having to find addi-
tional money for further development.
Quite a lot has appeared in the Press during
the last fewv months about the Agricultural-
Bank, but I do not intend to deal with those
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matters to-day. A few settlers are not antis- Address-in-reply could be said on the Esti-
lied, but most of them call meet their obli-
gations at present, although I am sute they
will find this impossible when the 'y are con-
finled to their individual holdings. The
meumber for liurray-Wellington (Mr. Mc-
Laity) spoke of the need for workers' homes
in thie country, and I, too, hope that some-
thing will be done. For two or three years
I have been trying to secure the erection of
a few wvorkers' homes in my electorate, huat
have not been able to get any' satisfaction.
I was told I would have to wait a full 12
months, but I have waited more thtan that
period without results. I hope that money
will be made available this year so that rea-
sonable homes may he provided for workers
in country dish-jets. The subject of primary
products I shall refer to when the Estimates
conic down. I again have on my notes that
hardy annual, the Cave House. I do not
know whether what is needed in that respect
will be done this year, but I hope so. I
feel bound to congratulate the Main Roads
Board on their work in connection with
toads in the South-West during the past 12
months. In the cave district they have pro-
vided access for tourists. The only thing- now
needed for an up-to-date tourist resort is a
new building. The Government have reno-
vated the old structure to such anl extent as
to make it habitable, I)ut that is all I cart
say. I trust a new building will be erected
in the near future. An amount for
it wvas on last year's Estimates, and I hope
that this year the money will be spent. I
hope also that the Government will see their
way to supply some of the other wvants of
my district. First of all, however, let them
construct that long-needed edifice, a new
Cave House.

MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) [5.32]: Be-
fore proceeding to deal with the general
position of the State and with two or three
matters of importance to my electorate, I
desire to refer to certain remarks which
have been made on the continuance or the
abolition of the debate on the Address-in-
reply. This is my second session of Par-
liament, and I desire to state that I am
gluite indifferent 'whether the debate is
continued or discontinued. However, while
it remains the custom to have such a de-
bate, I intend to avail myself of the oppor-
tuinity it affords to discuss certain matters.
Y fail to see that speaking onl the Address-
iii-repAy unduly delays the House. While
realising that much of what is said on the

mates, I hold that a member speaking onl
the former does not unduly delay the busi-
ness of Parliament so long as he does not
repeat himself on the Estimates. The first
feature of the Governor's Speech to at-
tract my attention by its absence was any
reference to the re-introduction of a Fair
Rents Bill. That matter is of vital im-
portance to the goldfields. If there is any
portion of Western Australia in whichi
rack-renting takes place, it is the Eastern
Goldfields. The representative of Wilunas
wvill probably bear out the fact that on that

gdfedaso extortionate rents are being

charged for dwelling houses. Therefore
I hope the Government have not abandoned
the idea of re-introducing that leg-islation,
if not for the whole State, at anly rate for
goldfields areas. If the Government do not
intend to re-introduce their Bill, I shall
certainly bring down a private Fair Rents
Bill to operate on goldfields only. One as-
pect of the speech of the Leader of the
Opposition which attracted my attention
was the manner in which he denied any
right to an increase in the basic wage. It
is remarkable that some prominent public
men of this community cannot resist the
urge to discountenance any proposal having
for its objective the raising of the basic
wage. I remember reading, long before I
was a member of this House, in the public
Press and in "Hainsard" a historic speech
delivered by the Leader of the Opposition
at York, in the course of which he is
alleged to have advocated the reduction of
the State basic wage to the level of the
Federal basic wage.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I am glad you said
"alleged," because I have contradicted
that statement so often and am sick of
listening to it.

Mr. STYANTS: That may be so.
Hon. C. G. Latham: I do not, however,

believe in giving to those already provided
for, expensive part-time employment.

Mr. STYANTS: It seems to have become
almost traditional with the hon. gentleman
to oppose any raising of the workers' stan-
dard of living.

Mr. Hughes: Did not you vote against
reduction of taxation for the man on £4
a week?

Mr. STYANTS: The next subject I wish
to deal with is the gold mining industry,
thle chief industry in my electorate and
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the surrounding districts. It is gratify-
ing to note that there has been a general
increase not only in the number of men
employed, but also in the amount of gold
produced. Whilst we can congratulate our-
selves upon the substantial increase in gold
production over the last four or five years,
still it is interesting to recall that during
the decade 1850 to 1860 Australia produced
40%2 per cent. of the world's gold yield.
In 1929 Australia's percentage of the
world's gold output had dropped from 401,
to 2.16. Though during the next five years,
to 1934, it increased to 3.22 per cent., still
the fact remains that during recent years
our gold production has not kept pace with
our former average of the world's gold
production. The average annual produc-
tion of gold in Australia from 1850 to 1920,
a period of 70 years, was 2,000,000 ounces.
So that the Australian production of
886,609 ounces during last year still leaves
us considerably below the average obtain-
ing during the 70 years from 1860 to 1920.
That result, however, is only natural, be-
cause gold is not a commodity like wheat or
wool, reproducing itself. Once gold hag
been taken out of a mine, the mine is so
much poorer, and the reserve wealth of the
State becomes so much less. The chief
producers of gold daring 1934, it is interest-
ing to note, were the Union of South Africa
with 10,500,000 ounces, Canada with
3,000,000 ounces, the Soviet Union of Russia
with 4,250,000 ounces, the United States of
America with 2,750,000 ounces, and Aus-
tralia with 886,609 ounces. It has been
stated both publicly' and privately that
nowvadays the average miner will not work
as industriously as he did a few years ago.
From the report of the Mines Department,
however, I find that the average tonnage of
ore raised per man on our various goldfields,
comprising 17 districts, during 1935 was
259.74 tons per juan working underground,
or an average of 133.37 tons taking an ave-
rage of the men employed on the surface and
underground; whereas in 1936, despite the
assertion that our miners do not now work
as industriously as the 'y did previously, the
tonage per man underground had increased
f rom 259 to 307, and the tonnage of the
average number of men employed both
above and below ground had increased from
1.13 to 1.58. It will be said, and with a cer-
tain amount of justification, that umproved
machinery and imp1 roved methods of mi ning~

would be responsible for a portion of the in-
crease. As anl offset to that, however, it
must be borne in mind that the mines are
constantly getting deeper. If ore is being
hauled fronm 3,000 feet, it takes correspond-
ingly longer to get that ore to the surface as

compared with ore hauled from 1,1500 or
1,000 feet. Again, it is interesting- to note
the amount of gold produced per man. In
1935 the average production per man under-
grround was 87.88 ounces, and taking the
average of the men both above and below
ground the production was 45.26 ounces. In
1936 that production increased from 87.88
to 106.15 ounces per mail underground.
Taking the men above and below ground, it
had increased from 45 ounces to 54 ounces
per manl. Thus it will be seen that the in-
sinuation made against the Australian gold
miner, that to-day he will not work as he

w~"~s~y idis quite unfounded. The
number of men employed in the gold in-
dustry increased from 14,708 in 1935
to 16,696 in 1936, all increase of 988. An-
other feature of minling I wish to deal with
is the continued high percentage of acci-
dents, fatal and serious, that are taking
lplace. To 19.35 there were 30 fatal accidents,
and in 1936 the nunmber had risen to 38. Tn
1935 there were 958 serious accidents, and in
1936 there were 1,405. No doubt it will be
said that there is a certain amount of ex-
planation for the greater number of ncci-
ikonts in view of the 988 additional men em-
ployed, who would be conducive towards in-
creasing the number of accidents, both fatal
and serious, oil a. percentage basis; but
when we look at the pbeentage of accidents
for the total of men employed both
in 1936 and in 1936, we find that
the average of 1.9 per thousand in
1035 increased to 2.28 uer thousand in 1986.
It is to be noted that 2.28 per thousand
is the hichest percentage of accidents
onl record in our gold mining- industry.
Looking- at the causes of accidents we find
that it appears to be much more dangerous
underground than on the surface. Out of
a total number of 30 deaths in the industry
in 1935, 27 occurred underground. In 1936
out of 38 fatalities, 35 occurred under-
ground. Out of 953 men injured in 1935
795 were injured underground. In 1936,
1,174 out of 1,405 injured receivecd their
injuries underground. It is also interest-
inz to read, as set out in the reports of the
Mines Department, the circumstances sur-
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rounding the various accidents. Some ap-
pear to be due to neglect in regard to
ordinary precautions, such as using the
cartridge system. Others appear to be due
to just bad luck and misadventure, while
some appear to be due to gross negligence
in allowing regulations to be flouted, and
uncertilcated men to do highly dangerous
work. I hope there wvill ho substantial im-
provenment so far as this phase of mine
work is concerned in the future. The numn-
ber of deaths and serious accidents in the
goidmaining industry constitute the highest
toll of human life for any one cause in
this State, except those killed and maimed
by motor traffic on our roads, and I h o
that there will not be a continuance of
the present high percentage of both fatal
and serious accidents which have been tak-
ing place in the gold mines in Western
Australia during the last four or five years.
It is interesting to look at the statistics
regarding gold production from 1932 to
1936, to compare the output and the value
of it and the dividends received by the
shareholders of the various companies. In
1932 we produced 606,000 fine ozs., and
that gradually rose to 846,000 ozs. in 1936.
The value increased from :E4.404,000 in
1932, to £E7,374,000 in 1936. The dividends
increased from £321,000 in 1932 to £1,102,-
000 in 1936. The various percentages were
as follows :-Prodnction increased 40 per
cent. from 1932 to 1936; the value increased
66 per cent., while the dividends increased
330 per cent. It was the people who were
getting those dividends who told the re-
presentatives of the Chamber of Mines in
another place that they were unable to
provide fair and decent working conditions
as far as ventilation was concerned in the
mines of this State. I want to deal with
the matter of ventilation of mines. We
must all of us realise the position of the
industry immediately before the increase
iii the price of gold. The industry was in
the doldrums, and the money which should
have been spent in a wise development of
the mines had been paid out in dividends
and gone outside the State. The Govern-
int in sonme instances, were beiing called
upon to go to the assistance of the corn-
panics. andl it is an etalished fact that when
conditions are bad in any industry the
opportunity of employees to get decent
conditions or improvements in conditions is
practically nil. As a matter of fact, the
condition of the employees when an in-

dustry is depressed is considerably wors-
ened, and that was the case with the min-
ers in the Eastern Goldfields. Ventilation
is an important factor as far as work un-
(deriground is conicerned. Prior to 1931 and
for a number of years the following clause
operated in agreements covering the wages
and conditions in the goldtniniing industry:

No persons shall be allowed to work for a
longer period than six hours on any part of the
underground workings of a mine when the tern-
perature in that part ascertained by the read]-
ing of the wet bulb therniometer exceeds 76
degrees fahrenheit for a period of four con-
seentive hours. The rending of the thernio-
meoter shall be ascertained at intervals of one
half hour over four hours, and the average of
such readings shall be taken as the temuperatmle
dniring that period. Tile Inspeetor of Mines
shall take readings when required to do so
by any worker or by the secretary of the union.
The manager of the mine shall provide a "et
bulb thermiometer.

The Chamber of M1ines drove a very hard
Inarra in in the matter of temperatures and]
the six-hour shift. It will be remembered
that the basic wage dropped from: £4 6s. to
£3 I~s. about 1931 in Kalgoorlie, and the
bargain driven by the Chamber of Mines
was that if the men were prepared to for-
go the provisions of the particular clause
relating to temperatures, their wages would
not be reduced. To my mind it is in this
connection that the miners made a mistake.
They were prepared to sell their working
conditions for a monetary consideration,
and it is my opinion, and the opinion of
many of those working in the industry
now, that no amount of money canl
compensate a man for the loss of
his working conditions and the con-
sequent effeet it has upon his health.
This clause dlid operate for many years
prior to 1931, but the miners decided that
they were prepared to barter their working
conditions for the sake of keeping up their
monetary payments. It was stated at that
time that the clause would affect some 40
or 50 places. That was in 1931. Just bow
mainy it would affect now it is possible to
surmnise from the figures wvhich were sup-
plied to the representatives of the Chamber
of Mines in another place when the clause
demanding a variation of 3 degrees between
the wet and dry bulb was introduced in this
Chamber last session. The figures supplied
showed the temperature in 17 places from
the 1.800-ft. level in the Lake Viewv
and Star mine down to the 3,000-ft.
level. Had it been still in force, in
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ten out of 17 of those places the mn would
not have been allowed to work for more
than 6-hour shifts. One might ask why was
that clause put in the mine workers' regula-
tions and why it operated prior to 1931. Of
course it was put there because experts con-
sidlered that when the wet bulb registered
mnore thajn 76 degrees it was unhealthy for
a man to work there for a greater period
than six hours, and in addition it caused the
companies to pay strict attention to tempera-
tures. Immnediately- that clause was
abolished at jump took place as far as teni-
jperatures were concerned.

Mr. 'Marshall: They would not bother
about ventilation if they could work the men
a full eight hours.

Mr. STYANTS: Last session the Govern-
mnit introduced a measure which, had it
passed another place, would have had the
effect of compelling a variation of three
degrees between the wet and dry bulb when
the wet bulb exceeded 76 degrees. T think
everyone knows that the wet bulb registers
the amnount of moisture and the humidity tin
alny given place, wvhile the dry' bulb registers
temperature. There is no grat difficulty
attached to getting that variation. .AI that
is req1ui red is a circulation of air in anyi
particular place to get a variation between
the two bulbs, and three degrees is regarded
I)' C xper'ts as renl a very moderate varia-
tion. In South African mines where most
or the mn eitployed underground Are
eoloured, it is demanded that so many cubic
feet per minutes must pass through every
working place underground, hut the regula-
tions in the Mines in Western Australia
consider sufficient air is passing through the
working place if the flame of a candle is
deflected from the perpendicular. Anyone
who has fried to keep a candle alight out of
doors will realise what a slight breeze i s re-
quired to deflect a flame from the perpendi-
cular. The mining companies and their
representatives state that the conditions of
ventilation have improved and are itnprov-
ing.: They cannot have it both ways. They
claimed in the first place that the inidustry
could not carry on if the temperature clause
introduced last year had been carried. That
is an admission that the ventilation in the
mines had not been improved. Had the
ventilation been improved there would have
been no need to make threats of direct action
to the effect that the mines would close down
-in other words, declare a lock-out against
the men working below the 1,800 feet level.

There would have been no need to take that
course had there been a distinct improve-
mnent, and had the temperature clause de-
signed to make conditions more favourable
and bearable for their employees been.
passed. If at man is continually inhaling
volumos of dust, hie cannot do justice to his
employer, and in a very short time instead
of Ibeing- a producing unit, hie becomes a
charge on the community. We all know
that if we aire wvell, or have that Kruseh~rn
feeling, we are able to do more and better
work than if we were in a condition of being
run down. It is a public duty which should
be performied, and it is also a good invest-
meat for the employer to see that his emt-
ployees are in a good state of health. I

dire to read some comments by Mr.
Phoenix, who was senior inspector of mines
for a. number of years. On the subject of
the ventilation of ]mines, this is what lie
sas:-

It is not right that ny mnager should be
allowed to empl oy inem under had conditions

...All practicable I',eastures should be taken
to obviate time incidence of miners' phthisis b)'y
prevenlting inhalaition of dust, thke contamnina -
Hion oif mnine air by fumes of explosives and
other impurities, and controlling the risk of
iimtectio~n among joisers. Where, in spite of
1111 lirerauitons, a iier coutractL this diqease
his employer should be called upon to answver
for it.

Although the g-Old mining imidustry has
now a penalty clause to deal with employees
wvho, without the consent of the managemnent,
ces work to attend the funeral of a work-
miate killed on the job, there is yet no
penalty clause or regulation to deal with a

mamnagemnent whose neglect in the matter of
ventilation leads to the contractionm of
mniners' phtlmisis. And this is ani omission
which must be rectified.

Mr. Phoenix also wrrote:
"'A great dIeal has heen written about the

dangers of (lust inhalation, hut much more
should be spent in its prevention. The time
has arrived when we must consider any mnin-
'kgeient culpable and incomipetenit where those
dangers exist in a marked degree.''

Iii the latest award which has been issued
for the gold mining industry there is a
penalty clause to deal with any man who
absents himself fromt duty without permuis-
smon of the nmagement whilst attending the
funeral of a mate wvho perhaps was killed on
shift with him; but there is no penalty pro-
vision for the management for neglecting to
attend the ventilation clauses and so subject-
ing a man to the liability of contracting
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miners' phtbisis. That is an omlission which
should not be permitted to exist. I desire
briefly to deal with the railways, although
perhaps there May he a better opportuinity
to discuss that department when the Esti-
mnates are before us and when, perhaps, we
shall have also miore detailed information
supplied by the department. I notice that
wre are still pursuinig the suicidal policy with
regard to the loan indebtedness capital
account. The policy, adopted many' years
ago is being contined to-day, in that nto
lprovision is made. for sinking fund, and the
lamentable position is created that the asset~s
for the loans. floated in the early history of
tile State have disappeared, Sleepers and1(
very often rails have disappeared, and the
department are being called upon to find.
interest on the mioney borrowed to put down
the original lines in the State. ft is a false
policy that is being- adopted. If ai inani in
the road transport butsiness buys a mnotor
trucek for the conveyance of goods, he
spreads the cost of that truck over a period
for which lie thinks; the effective life of that
truck will he, and at the end of the period
of its effective usefulness, he will hare re-
couped himself for the outlayv. That is the
system that should be adopted by the rail-
wvays. 'We find tile earnings. per train mile
were 133d. and the working expenses, with-
out interest, 100.84d. per mile. The increase
for J1935 was from 9.5.42; hut we find that
the earnings show a profit over working ex-
penses~ of :32 1 , d. per tmalitt le, ire find also
that the interest averages 38.82d., which
leaves a deficit of something like Od. per
train mile. It works ont roughly that the
railways to-day are called up)ol1 to pay 38
per1 ceat. interest, it is awonderful businiess;
that can pay 38 per enut. and show a profit.
The earnings over working- expenses totalled
£C841,944, tile interest was £1,008,554, leaving
a deficit of £166,610. A matter that struck
mne as being peculiar, hut which may reason-
ably be explained, is that while the amount
debited to capital account has increased by
ove r £1,000,000 in f our years, we are paying
something like £7,000 less in interest. Of
course the explanation may be the conver-
sion of the loans to a lower rate of interest.
There is not the slightest doubt about it,
however, that our capital account has in-
creased by over a million in four years, and
that is a serious position, when we take into
consideration that the assets have decreased
over those four years. It is pleasing to

know that the passenger journeys in the
same period have incereased from 12,421,527
to 12,709,583. It would he interesting to
have those passenger journeys divided uip to
show the relative position of the first and
second class; totals. An alarming feature is
the loss shown in the number of rolling stock
and locomotives, whilst tile capital accoulnt
has increased( by over a million. We find
that the locomotives operating to-da)- nulin-
ber three less than was the case in 1933, In
the same rear we had 493 passenger vehicles
and in 19:17 the number was 4S5, a decrease
of eight. As far as goods vehicles are con-
cerned, we find( that ill 10:33 there Avert'
11,038 and] in 19:47 thie nuntber lied dwindled
to 10,878, at decrease of 160. Four-wheeled
trucks decreased froml 13,357 to 13,24-4, a
difference of 113. This is a serious position
in a yoluIg country like ours, and it should
not be allowed to continue. There mnust be
an end to it, otherwise wo will find that im-
mediately wve, get a. good harvest, there will
not be suivient locomotive power or trucks
to transport the wheat quickly to the se-
board so that advantage may be taken of
good prices, that may he prevalent at the
timte. There is another matter on which I did
not intend to touch, but it was referred to by
the mnembei for Claremont (Mfr. North) and
later In- the member for M1urray-Wellington
(31r. Mlarty). This was the miatter of the
loss of piopulationi and the decline in tile
biirtht rate ini Australia. This is a most seri-
ous p~roblem which should receive tile atten-
tion of the legislators throughout the Comi-
mionwealth. On looking up the statistics we
find that in Western Australia the birth rate
i cr thousand of the mean population for
the year 1001 was 30.39, and it had dropped
in 1934 to 17.66. In 1935 there was a slighlt
increase, the figures being 18.23. Taking
thme whole of Australia for 1.90l, the birth
rate per thousand of the mean population
was 27.16. Ini 1934 it had decreaed, to
16.:39, and in 1935, the latest statistics avail-
able, there was a slight irease to 10.55.
From 1912 onwards, with the exception of
the year 1920, there has been at continuous
decline. I have been looking- tip the statis-
tics of the nation,. of the world and I have
taken out a few dealing with the years 105
to 1913. We find that in that period
Soviet Russia'., flgumre was 45 andi in
1935 it had dropped to 42. The
decline in the figures of the other
countries are-Japan :12 to 29, Italy 32 to
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23, Ireland 23 to 19, Germany 29 to 18,
Denmark 27 to 17, Scotland 20 to 17, Bel-
gium 23 to 16, Switzerland 24 to 16, France
19 to 15, Great Britain and Ireland 24 to
15, Norway 26 to 14, Sweden 24 to 13. The
United States figures were not available
for 1908-1913 but the birth rate in 1935
was only 17 per thousand of the mean
lpopulation. The Argentine's figures were
27 to 25, Australia 27 to 16, and Czecho-
slavakia 21 to 17. There is not the slightest
doubt about it that tile position is very
serious. We have Soviet Russia as the only
country showing the greatest natural incrvease.
The birth rate of that country is 300 per
cent. higher than ours, that of Japan is
about double, Italy is about double, Ger-

man~~~ issihl igher, and France lowe,
while the United States is about on a par
with ours. We must realise that we shall
have to build up our nation with people
of our own race, otherwise we shall tie
swaniped by a race front other Countries.
Only by peopling Australia with our own
race ran wre prevent invasion. It is my
considered opinion that there is only one
thing that stands between Australia and
invasion and that is the British Navy.

.Honl. C. G. Latham: And the Labour
Party refused to assist that Navy outside
Australia.

Mr. STYANTS : If the hon. member wants
to fight for the Japanese or the Chinese, he
has a perfect right to do so.

Hon. C. G. Lathain: That is a new idea.

Sitting suspended froin 6.15 to 7.30 p.In.

)Itr. STANTS: I was pointing out that a
great population would not preserve the
nation fromt invasion. The fact of having a
large population has not saved countries
from invasion in the past, and will not save
them in the future. The possession of a
large population did not prevent the iava-
sion of France in 1914, and did not prevent
the annexation of Abyssinia, and is not pre-
venting the invasion of China to-day,
although that country, has a population of
hundreds of millions. I would prefer to see
Australia populated with 7,000,000 people
who were well fed, well clothed and pros-
perous rather than 14,000,000 people who
were not healthyv well fed, or well clothed,
living~ iii slum conditions. But there is no
reAsomi why Australia should not carry a
population of 14,000,000 living under condi-

tions that wve all desire. This brings me to
the main point of my speech. The statistics
were intended simply to lead up to the more
important subject of child endowment which
was mentioned by the member for Murray-
Wellington (Mr. MeLarty). I am not an ad-
vocate of large families, because I believe it
canl be overdone, but I consider it is neces-
sary that families in the British Empire
should have a larger average than they have
to-day. One of the weaknesses of the basic
wvage system is that it makes provision for
110 more than a lumiu, his wife and twvo
children. Whalt about the children in a
family over and above two in nnmber9 If a
faumily consists of more than two children,
they are unprovided for, and consequently
the additional children lower the standard of
the others. If a manl arid his wife have twvo
children, and then a third child arrives, the
standard of the wife, husband and two chil-
dren must ncessarily be reduced. We should
introduce legislation to provide for children
in excess of the number for which the basic
wage allows. I cannot agree that it is alto-
gether a matter of economics that is limiting
the size of families. Generally speaking,
those people in poorer financial eircum-
stances have the largest families. There are
many parents so situated that they could
easily have omw or two more children; they
have* one child, and sometimes two children.
InI considering those breadwinners who are
onl thme basic wage, or on a. muargin slightly
over the basic wage, we have to bear in
mind some of the disabilities suffered by
married people with large families. Thle
greatest disability is the constant dread of
uneamployment. Parents think seriously' be-
fore increasing the size of the family when
there is no guarantee that thme breadwinner is
likely to remain in constant employment.
During the depression many~ people who
could reasonabl y have expeted to remain in
constant employment found themselves sud-
denly thrown out of work, and they had to
live onl the dole, or accept employment at
sustenance rates. That, I think, is the
greatest bar to parents increasing the size of
their families. Another factor is the extor-
tionate rents charged for houses. We might
give consideration to that matter in order to
ensure that married couples might get homes
at a reasonable rental that would provide a
fair return on the capital invested in the
building of those homes. Parents with large
famnilies-sometinies parents with only one
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child--are not alwvays acceptable to house
owners as tenauts. I have often seen in the
Kalgoorlie newspaper notices of houses to
let, stipulating that children were not ac-
ceptabl. That is another bar; parents with
large families find it difficult to rent a home
at any price or under any conditions. Then
there is the matter of heavy indirect taxa-
tion. Excise and Customs duties bear heavily
Onl a mny with a large family, w'ho are large
consumers of the necessaries of life. There is
the post of feeding, clothing and educating
the children, for which the father of a large
faily gets no more than does the juan who
has only a wife, or a wife and one child, to
supJport. Another disadvantage, apart from
the Ceflsc(Illeft lower standard of living, is
thle limitation of recreation, and the Iinita-
tion Of the Ordinary p~leasures of life. Atl!
these considerations deter people froml
hjaving large failiesq. It is difficult to find a
remedy' for this state of affairs. Compulsion
would not be warranted or desirable, but we
shbould assist parents who have children in
numnbersR exceeding those provided for under
the basic wage declarations. There are two
scemlles Operating in Australia. The first of
which I have been able to find( any record is
the scheme of child endowment introduced in
England in 1795. Over various periods, child
endowment schemes% have Operated. The first
record of such a scheme in Australia applies
to Yew- South Wales, whlich scheme, intro-
duced in 1919, provided for a flat basic wage
for a1 maln and his wife. and 5s. per week
endowment for each child, the maximum to
be £3 per week over the basic wage. The
Bill, however, was rejected. Nothing more
was heard onl the subject in New South
Wales until the session of 1926-2T, when it
was proposed to pJrovide a basic wvage for a
mil, and his wife, plus child allowance of 5s.
per wek in respect of each dependent child,
subject to the provision that child allow-
nces would be paid only to the extent by
wvhich the total earnings of the worker and
the family fell short of the sum' represented
by the ba~sic wage, plus child allowance at
the rate of 5s. per week for each child under
the age of 14 years. The basic wage in New
South Wales at the time w~as £4 5s. a week,
so that a worker with three children on a
wage of £0 a week would not receive any
,assistance, lie would receive 5s. a week if a
fourth child arrived. Those payments coi-
meneed en the 1st September, 1927, but an
amiending measure was introduced on the

23rd Dlecember 1929 prov iding that child en-
downient should be 5s. per week for each
child under 14 except one in the family.
The muoney' necessary for the payment of
the endowment scemene in New South
Wales in 1930 was made tip by a levy
oil the wvages bill of all employees to the
the tune of one per cent. This
was altered from the 30th Junie, 1931, and
was, made 2 per cent, until the 1st January,
1932. Then a rate of 3d. in the pound on1
all wages above £C3 per week was levied.
The total amount of the levy collected dur-
ing- 1932 was £E2,409,034; the payments made
amounted to £2,105,659, and the number of
families who benefited was 6.3,072. The levy
was discontinued as from the 1st January,
1934, and the cost of the endowment scheme
in that State is now met from Consolidated
Revenue. That is one scheme in operation
in Australia to-day. Whilst the New South
Wales people were the first to discuss and
Ihring- before Parliament a Bill for a fund(
for child endowment, the first actual pay-
ments under a child endowmient scheme were
made iii Australia by the Commonwealth
Public. Service on the 1st November, 1920.
The scheme provided for 5s. weekly
for each dependent child under 14, withl
a, limitation of salary, plus allowance, of
£1400 per annum. In 1033 the Public Service
Arbitrator confirmed this as a permanent
allowance, and a fund( to provide the neces-
sArv finance was created by deducting the
averagec value of the p~aymnent fr-om the basic
%%vage of all adult otlicers, so that the officersA
themnselves are providing the funds from
which the payments are mlade. The average
deduction from the salaries of adult officers
during the first year was £11, but to-day it
is £12 per annual. Payments are now
limited to officers whose salary does not ex-
ceed £500 a year inclusive of the endowment
allowance for chbildren. The Federal Goy-
emilnent called a conference in June, 1927,
to consider this question from a national
standpoint. As a result of the deliberations
at that time it was decided to refer the ques-
tion to a Royal Commission. The Coninis-
smoji sat hut were not unanimous iii their
findings. They produced a minority as well
as a majority report. At a conference of
Commonwealth and State Ministers, held at
Canbherra in -May, 1929, the two reports
wpre considered. The minority report advo-
cated an allowance financed entirely f romn the
proceeds of taxation. The Commonwealth
floverament wveze not prepared to agree to
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that, but did ag-ree with the majority re-
port that the question should not lie separ-
ated from the control of the basic wvage over
which the Commonwealth had no power, and
over which the States were not prepared to
give them the power. It was generally
agreed that the matter was one for the State
tCovernments to deal with. The Federal Gov-
ernment decided to have nothing more to do
wvith child endowment at that time. As a
result of the deliberations of the Common-
wealth Government and the State Ministers
it was decided that this was a proper meas-
uire for any State Government to introduce
if they thought fit. I have always been, an
advocate of granting some extra allowance
to people who have children in excess of the
niumber prodided for in our basic wvage de-
claration. If any Government will introduce
such a measure I will be a strong. supporter
of it.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [7.45];
I feel that the Commonwealth is on the eve
of a great forward advancement in social
legislation. I 'un referring to the proposal
for national insurance in respect of old
age, sickness, unemiploYmient, widows and
orphans. Under the Federal system

suhas we have it the introduction of
seia scheme wvould meet with a el-

tain amount of difficulty, and howr far
such a schemie can be introduced will con-
stitute something of a test of our Federal
sstem. I sincerely hopie it will not break

down uinder the strain. I feel sure that the
pulblic of Australia have for a long time
thought that a measure of social reform of
tliis kind has been overdue. We know that
in most countries it has been in existence
for many years, countries that wve actually
regard as far behind us in humanitarian
legislation. In Engl and the system has been
in force since 1911. I hope this Govern-
ment and this Parliament will use every
possible endeavour to ensure that the
scheme does not fall to the ground through
any disa reent betwveen the parties which
inight be overcome by some give-and-take
necessary to the introduction of the
scheme. I feel that when this scheme is in-
augutrated, as the public are demanding it
shall be, we shall hav-e an opportunitY- to
r-eview our whole system of unemploynment
and of help to thiose who are in need of State
assistance, in the light of the benefits that
will he created and lprovided by national in-
surance. It may relieve ultimately, if not

at first, the burden laid upon the State. In
any case it will give uts the chance to over-
haul our schleme of unemployment assist-
anice, and( relief to widows and orphans, and
I hope place those people on a better basis.
The main thing- for every State and the
Commonwealth to strive for at the present
juncture is to ensure that the scheme does
not break down through some objection
which might be overcome by a certain
amount of reasonableness on the part of the
various lparties concerned. Now I propose
to deal with a very few of what I may call
the major problems of the State. One
which is always with) us is the matter of
finance. Our finances have shown a grati-
fying recovery; but we had £E400,000 more
revenue last year than we estimated, and
although thme Commonwealth grant to the
State was reduced by £300,000, we should
have finished up with a surplus of £100,000
had it not been,, as the Premier has stated,
for certain additional inescapable expendi-
hure above the expenditure for which the
Budget was made up. As far as the ordinary
individual and the ordinary private business
are concerned, if there is uinexpected expen-
diture they' are niainlv compelled to offset
it by soni cdegree of saving- in other direc-
tious. As far as the State is concerned, some
of the added expen~diture, at all events, was
something that we could not possibly avoid;
b)Lt what I do not feel certain about, and I
do not think the people at large feel certain
a bout, is whether we might not have d]one
more to offset that increased expenditure
hy economies that could lie adopted withiout
injury to the State. W~e have to look at that
aspect of the matter because in 1933 we
passed all Act-which '10 one is likely to
forget-to impose a financial emergency
tax. Thnt t hix is now, iii round figures,
£1,000,000 a year-, ala1 rep~resents, if it were
added to our income tax, something like
quadrupling the income tax. I mean that
taxation from income tax and financial
eniergene' taxation together represent three
or four times wvhat the income tax would
have been had there been ito financial emer-
gency tax. I cannot see any prospect of
substantial reduction ii' taxation in the near
f uture. We ay just as wvell accept that
fact. But the public are asking why, if
there has been somec restoration of prosper-
ity and some lifting of the depression, a tax
called a financial emnergency tax is still im-
posed, bringing in such an enormous amount
of revenue compared with our ordinary in-
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,onjie tax. I think the people are asking,
and( not unreasonab~ly asking, the Govern-
inent and( Parliament wh ths large addi-
tional taxation called financial emergency tax
is stillI being retained. As I said, I do not see
mucth pro.q;eet of any major reduction in
taxation:. bat I do consider that we could-
do more as a Parliament to ascertain how
far we might be able to reduce expenditure
in some directions . In Britain, since Mr.
Qladstone's time and operating to-day,
there is a body known as the Public Ac-
counts Committee. The committee exam-
ine the public accounts every year, not be-
fore but after the Budget; and the coin-
mnittee 's mission is to see as far as possible
that the expenditure has been on the lines
which were autliorised by Parliament.
According to a book onl English parliamen-
tary practice, of which I forget the name
hut which wa- written by a former Under-
SePcretary in the English civil service,' the
Putblic Accounts Committee have worked
extraordinarily well. The composition of
the conumittee is 15 mnembers of the House
of Commons, usually with the Leader of
the Opposition as chairmlan, officials of
various. departments who are called into
consultation, the heaids of the Treasury,
and other permanent officials. The com-
mittee aire not only a cheek onl the accounts
but also at means of suggesting worthwhile
economies to thle Government. The writer
of the textbook says that the committee
have operated inl a non-party spirit, and
have proved a great success in the admnin-
istration of the financial affairs of Great
Britain. If we had something of the same
kind here, it might assist whatever Gov-
eruent might be in power in the control
of finances: and we would also be satis-
fyving the public and ourselves that the
whole of the energy and initiative of all
the members of Parliament was being ad-
dressed towards the matter of prudent fin-

ai~,I would also like to see small com-
mnittees attached to the big spending de-
partmnents, conmmittees consisting of, say,
a member from each side of the House or
from each party. Such committees might
be attached to the Department of Public
Works and to other departments concerned
with the expenditure of Loan Funds, be-
cause the committees might be able to
make valuable suggestions to the respec-
tive Ministers as to means by which money
could be saved. Similar committees at-
tached to the State Trading Concerns and

the Railway Department might also make
valuable suggestions as the result of being
iii touch with the proposals of those de-
partlixents. The Auditor General in his
last report to Parliament said he wvished to
sound a note of warning, as to our loan ex-
penditure. He pointed out that while we
had the advantage of a reduction in our
interest bill through successful reconversions,
the added moneys which we are borrowing
are going to bring the interest bill up
again, and that if we have, as seemed
likely a short time ago. a tendency towards
increased rates for Covernment loans, our
interest would soon be a heavy drain on
the exchequer. The Auditor General said
it was absolutely incumbent upon Parlia-
Inent, and upon the Government which is
responsible for that, to ensure that loan
moneys are spent as far as possible ill re-
lproduective undertakings. If we had a
commnittee to consult with 'Ministers, that
body might, with menmbers of the House,
assist ill ensuring that loan moneys went
into works which would give the best pros-
pect of relieving the future interest bill
and providing sinking fund for repayment
of loans. Now let inc turn for a moment
to the matter of unemployment. Thle real
position is that unemployment as viewed
by the State or the public or country has
undergone a revolution in the last few
Years in Australia. Before the depression
the policy of the State a's regards unem-
plo 'yed was a policy of laissez faire. We
simplyv said, "'We take no responsAibility
for unemlploymnent.'' Rut since the de-
pression the State has been compelled, and
properly so, to assumec a responsibility for
the unemployed mian and his wife and chil-
dren. It hias been found-and r su"p-
pose this has always been the case-that
in spite of returning prosperity, there is
goin to be a certain number or percentage
of unemployed who -will persist as unem-
ployed in spite of any degree of prosperous
vrmoditietim. what ha.s been termned by
one -writer the bard core of uinei-
ploymnett, composed largely of elderly
men, or men who through some physi-
cal or mental lack of ability can-
not he fitted again into employment.
Those men are going to remain with uts per-
manently. Therefore, inl the lighit of what
is now proposed regarding national insur-
ance, we shall have to model our system
to meet the position. We shall require to
have a very elaiei and op)en mind as to)
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what we shall do with those wvho will not fit
into the scheme of things evenl when comc-
paratively prosperous conditions% return. I
do not know quite what could be done, but
it mlay be possible to give them some parti-
cular type of employment under Govern-
mnt allspice4, even though it may not be
rep roia-tire, that will enable then, to do0
somec work that will keep them from idle-
ness and make them feel that they arc doin~g
something to earn their living. Arising out
of that phase, I desire briefly to refer to the
employment of youth. I regret exceedingly
the illness of the Royal Commissioner, Mr.
Wolff. who has been a very capable officer
of the Crow,,. Possibly hi il-elt:a

be due to the fact that hie is tin extremiely
hard worker and 'nay now be feeling the
strain of his efforts. I think that at all costs
we must do more for the young people of
the State, even if it should, mean sacrifices
on the part of the older people. If there
is to lie ainy choice and money should be
short, it is the older ipeopile that should go
short aind the 'vounver ones should get their
chance. A moment's reflection will demon-
strate that any other policy will strike at the

ver fondaion of the success of our pre-
sent system of government. It is of the
utmost imlportance that the young people
who, in a few years time, will be in control
of the affairs of the country' shall grow
up wvith that heal thy aind balanced menvital
outlook that can oily be aittained if they
had work and discipline to help them
in the battle of life. We must there-
fore provide for then, an opportnnit 'y
to learn some sort of trade, even though
it may mean an alteration to our present
apprenticeship system, a more generous
allowance respecting those who go into the
various trades and learn the calling-s of
artisans and although it may mean soel
relaxation of existing Arbitration Couit
awards. We must not allow the older, or-
middle-aged, man who has had the greater
part of his life in employment, to stand in
the way and inonopoilise a trade as against
the claims of the younger mail.

MrI. Marshall: How are the youth faring
in other countries? Is this the only State
where they find themselves handicapped?

Mlr. 3McDONALD: I understand that the
youth problem is handled very much better
in other countries.

-Mr. Marshall: I will quote fig-ures to the
contrary.

Mr. McDONALD: I ant told that in Eng-
land youth is allowed free entry into the
various trades and callings.

Mr. Mlarshall: And they are no better off
there.

Mr. M1cDONALD: Restrictions have been
largely removed, and it is generally realised
by G4overnm~ents of various countries that
the young people muast have their chance
and that the position cannot be met in any
other way.

Mr. IMarshall : Nonsense!
Mr. McDONALD: It is an absolute fact.

We must do mote in tile direction of im-
provin~g the national physique of the people,
and the (Governmnent, as in other courn-
tries, should give a lead in that direc-
tion. I know one school where excellent
work is bving- undertaken alongr those lines
and I believe it is also being done in other
schools. 'Nevertheless, I believe we can do
nore to inprove and ma inta in the physicalI
wvell-being, of the people than we are
doing to-day. When I was in New
Zealand reentlY I found that the Gov-
ernien r had instituted what were known
as holiday' caniips. ThieF consist of a 1mm-
her of hurtnients w~ith lighting water,
and provision for cooking. Those canmps arc
situated short distances from cities awl]
enable people who aire not in well-to-do cir-
ennistances to go there wvith their wives and
families and spend a brief holiday' at coin-
parati-ely no cost ait all. They enjoy them-
selves in pleasant surroundings and in the
open air. We could] do a lot in that direc-
tion oursel-es.

Ilr. North: This is the newv nationalism.
Mr. -NcDONALD: It is nationalism the

same as ever. The population piroblemn was
correctly touched upon by the member for
Kalgoorlie (Mr. Styants), and I agree with
him that the pricipal way in which we
should attack that most pressing problem is
through assistance to the children of our
own people. I shall not refer at length to
what has been dlone by way of wsages. The
p~osition is summarised very well in the Conm-
monwealth Year Book and members are
familiar with the various theories that have
obtained front time to tilne, pail icularl v dur.
ing the last 200 years, as to wvages. It ih
sufficient to say that in 1907, under the Bar-
A-ester judgment, wve embarked in Australia
upon the humanitarian idea regarding wages.
That is to say, the principle that industry
must pay sufficient to keep) the wvorker and
his family in reasonable and] detent comfort
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was to be adhered to. That was an expert-
ment, and it has operated with some LUeas-
Lire of success. The experiment is due for
overhaul for the reasons stated by the pro-
vions speaker as well as for other reasons.
There has been no great grasp of the under-
lying principle of the basic wage. Various
States have different ideas. The basis wage
in, -New South Wales provides for the
worker, his wife and one child.

The Premier: But New South Wales has a
system of child endowment.

Mr. M-%clONA.LD: That is so. In an-
other State their basic wage provides for
the worker, his wife and three children. In
Western Australia and under the Connn-
wealth provisions, the basic wage provides
for the man, his wife and two childreni.
New South Wales hans gone in for a systemn
of child endowmient bitt so far no other
State has done so. Itf we judge the bas.ic
wrage as a means for providing a reasonable
degree of comfort for the worker and his
family, then in Western Australia it falls
down the moment the family exceeds twvo
children. The system is self-condemined at
that stage because if the court says that a
certain wage is sufficient. to enable the man.
his wife and two children to subsist reason-
ably, then obviously the court also says. that
the wage is insufficient for the man who has5
seven children. In thesRe circumstances I
think the time has arrived when the s4ystemn
reg-arding the basic wage might 1)0 reviewed
with the idea. that there shall he more recog-
nition for the added responsibilities shout-
dered by the mian who has a large family.
It might be done in conjunction with the
forthcoming consideration of State and
Commonwealth legislation that is to be
undertaken. If that added recognition were
given to the resp)onsibilities of the man with
a large family, it would enable that
individual to have a better chance to
bring his children up as decent citizens,
anti therefore the additional children wouldl
he welcomed aiid it would not be felt
that the economic: position was made
so much 'worse by the advent of
each additional member of the family,
The last thing I wrant to say concerns the
basic 'wage. The previous speaker was quite
wrong in sonic of his suggestions about the
hasic wage. Everybody would like to see it
asj high as possible. One of the -Ministers of
the New Zealand Government said that his
Government woutid never rest until every
worker in New Zealand was living at the

stnadof an American millionaire. That

is a splendid ideal and everybody would
like that too, provided of coarse that other
people besides the workers lived at the
same standard. But in Western Australia
our State economy must preserve a balance
between the agricultural industry-ad in
that I include the timber industry-and our
secondary industries. The farmers-and,
aifter all, perhaps they are the most im-
portant people in the long view of the
State's future-can carry on their farms,
selling their produce at world's parity,
only if they calk save enough, after
paying expenses, to keep their homes
anda wives3 and families. But if the cost of
living rises-and if the basic wage is in-
creased, of course it must rise-then that
little difference they had between their costs
and their receipts is whittled away, and the
farming industry is in dire trouble. So that
if our cost of living rises too high, piesum-
ing that wvorld parity for wheat and wool
remains the same, we come back to the fact
that our farmers are the losers, and they
must be subsidised by the rest of the State.
Therefore, while we all wish to increase the
wages and the income of everybody as much
as possible, we must preserve the balance be-
tween the costs ini secondary industries and
the positioli of the farmer u-ho cannot in-
crase an income which comes only from
world parity. New Zealand has a most in-
teresting series of Acts of Parliament.
There it was p~roposed that the Gtovern-
mielD should take over and pay for all
primary- indlustry products-butter, wool,
meat, cheese, and so on. The idea was that
the Govern ment would then sell on the ex-
port market in Eiugland and elsewhere, and
recoup itself from the proceeds. At the
samne time they introduced a 40-hour
week at the same wages. I am telling mom-
hers this to show the difficulty that exists in
increasing local costs in aL country which de-
p~ends for stability on world parity. Having
introduced that scheme, the 'New Zealand
Giovernmlent have gone no further than
the first instalment in relation to the butter
industry. So much doubt has been created
-I wil not say failure, because the scheme
mar vet suceed-that the scheme has only'
-been applied to the one department of their
pr imary products, namely butter.

Mr. Patrick: Was ther a guaranlteed price
for butter?

'Mr. -MeDONALD- Yes, is. Id. a lb. for
butter fat.
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M1r. Patrick: And they lost two millions
last year.

Mr. MeflONALD:- The last estimate I saw
said that the Dominion would lose £2, 000,000.
I do not know what the position is now.
The difficulty is that no sooner had it been
arranged that farmers should receive is. id.
from the Government for butter, than the
cost of living went up very severely in
New Zealnd, and nowv they all want Is. 3d.,
and niext year they will want Is. 3d. The
result is that one of the members of the
Government when I was there said to the
farmers, "We have attempted this only with
regard to butter, and if you do not like it,
we will give vont a cbanice of getting yourself
ant of it." I only mention this to show that
in a counttry like Western Australia, if we
are to keep our farmers onl the land, and
onr wvoolgrowers on their stations and farms,
we have to preserve sonic balance between
the secondary industiy costs and the posd-
tion of the farmers. I am sorry to see the
decay in what I may call the agricultural-
miindedness of the S-tate, to adopt a popular
phrase. Young men feel that the last place
they should be called upon to go to is out-
side the city.

Mr. Sleemnan: 'Not if t hey are paid for it.
Mr. 'McDONALD: I will come to that.

The position is this: I want to know when
the existing farniers who have been battling
for yasgainst niost adverse conditions
become old and retire, who is going to re-
place theni? My friend opposite said young
nien would go to the country if they were
paid. Admittedly the pay is not so good as
in the towns and conditions are not always so
pleasant, hut there are opportunities in the
country far- greater. thani the young men
wouild get if they remained in town. With
rerrl to wages. Almost every day of ily
life, when I ask yvoung men whether they
will go to the country if I can get them a
Job, I am mept with the olueiy whether their
wages will be paid. The suggestion that
wages are not paid by farmers is mostly
exaggerated. I carryv on a business where
people come to me and tell mec they have
not been paid wages or debts, but in years
of experience I can only recollect one case
of a man coining to ine and saying his wvages
had not heen paid by a fanner.

Mr. Sleeman: You have lost a lot of busi-
ness, then.

Mr. McDO'NALD: If mry friend goes to
the Official Receiver in Banikruptcy, hie will

hie surprised to find how few there are that
are iiot paid their wages by farners. More-
over, I do not think there would be the
slightest difficulty for the Labour Bureau to
arrangze with the Associated Banks and the
Agricultural Bank to ensure that if a manl
is nominated as, being about to he employed
onl a farm, his wages will be paid, because
the banks know that there must be em-
ployices on farms, and they know the em-
ploymnent of nien is of benefit, and that the
men oughlt to he paid. I am positive there
would be no dilliculty in inaugurating a sys-
temn hr which the banks could ensure that
umoney would be kept back to pay any em-
ployee of whose employment they bad notice.
I hope the Minister for Enxploymnit will
endeavour to inipress upon these younig men
the opportunities they have of healthy ciii-
ploy itit mid future advancement by taking
Uip hat industry which is, to use a hlack-
nieyed phrase, but a very true one, the back-
bonle of this countr.

Mr. Patrick: I suppose you have conic
across, other men, besides farmners, who have
not paid wages due to employees.

Mr. Mc DONALD: Yes, I have conic
aeross employers in the city wvho have not
paid wvages to their employees. Now I hope
the (lovernment's proposed legislation will
endeavour to touch the real substance of the
sulbjet of that legislation; I hope it will not
hep like some of the measnres of last year,
which only touched the externals. The Bills
I see at the top of the list of the Lient.-
G-overnor's Speech, the Factory Act Amiend-
ncut and the Arbitration Act Anmendnment,
if they are like wvhat they were last year,
it is as though the body politic were asking
for food and wve were siniply giving themt
neC-V suits Of Clothes'. I Suggest that if wre
talk abouit factories, let us try to -train the
:3,000 boys and girls who leave school every
.year so that they ran enter factories, and
that we endeavour to foster a greater activ-
ity in inidustry, and] get our- people trained.
Then we niay perhaps find tinme to deal with
externals or procedure in connection with
factor ,y employment. But I think our main
objeed inl legisltz1iion should bep addressed, not
to the frills of our indUStrial life, but to
the problems that go to the heart of the
matter, which are really affecting the coi-
mnunity fundamentally. aimd iiot merely in a
slight external degree. I do not wish to
close mly remarks without reference to thme
visit of time Premier to England- I
am delighted that be should have had the
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f)Portunity to visit England, and I amn ex-
tremely glad that hie has come back much
restored in health. I feel that a trip would
also do me a lot of good, hut I do not think
it is possible at prese;nt. However, I join
with the miember for Mfurray-Wellington
(Mr. Mekarty) in hoping that Mfinisters,
whatever the public may say, u-ill go to Eng-
?lnd from time to time; and members, too, it
they can possibly raise the money, thoughni
I know they cannot, Because if we have
any chance of bettering the conditions here,
it is only by increased knowledge, for in-
creased kinow%'ledge will bring increased tol-
erance and facilitate the coining, together of
the nations. At thle last International
Labour Conference at Geneva it was shown
that unemlployment wvas a peculiar thing in
that it does not depend upon access to raw
materials,' and does not depend on popula-
tion, for the samec percentage of unetuploy-
netf is to be found in Anstralia ais is to be
found in Belgium, and a less percentage still
in Japan, which has 370 people to the
sousre mile. But what the International
Labour Conference did find was that uin-
employment u-as as much, at all events, a
matter of international intercourse of trade
-is it was national in character.

Mr. Hegney: Did you find any evidence
abjout flussiaci

Mr. McDONAILD : Ini Russia it doe., not
matter, because they pay their people so
little.

Mr. Tonkin : That cannot be true. If it
were, there would be 1o iunenmploymnit in
.Jap~an.

Mr. McDONALD: There are practically
110 unemployed in Japian, where there arc
370 pecople to the squiare mile, because very
low wages are Paid, and so employment is
s si-cad over the commnunity. But I wish to
say- that the visits abroad of M1inisters will
help to restore those international relations
which will b)e one of our best guarantees for
a return to prosperity. I am very glad that
the Premier should have had anl opportunity
to Lrnin increased knowledge and experience
w-hich nmay help Western Australia to a
restorationi of prosperity.

MR. WITHERS (Buubury) [8.9,51: It
has been remarked that on suich anl occa-
sion as the debate on the Ad dress- in-reply
there is a great deal of discussion that tLO
somle people may seem unnecessary, result-
ing in a long-drawn-ont debate. But when
all is said and done wve aire endeavouring

to adopt a motion touiching the Speech by
His Excellency, and -whenever there is a1
motion for the adoption of some sentiment,
the adoption can take place only after dis-
cussion. That is why we are privileged to
discuss this motion in the manner in which
wre do. Nevertheless, after a good deal of
experience one comes to 'the conclusion
that the debate onl this annual motion
occurs too early in the session, insofar as
w-hen one looks at the Table one sees how
few reports that we can criticise have been
presented at this juncture in the session.
Some of my friends say that one will have
another opportunity on the Estimates. But
when the Estimates actually come before
us they are the Estimates, an established
fact, whether they be Loan Estimates or
Revenue Eetimates, and so speaking to
thein does not get one anywhere. I do not
know that when one puts forward a sue-
gestion during the Address-in-reply one is
likely to see his suggestion adopted andi
given a place on the forthcoming Esti-
mates. -Nevertheless one can make sug-ges-
tions, and possibly see themn Presented in
the Estimatcs of the following year.

Mr. Hegniey: That, too, is a good pros-
Pect.

Mr. WVITHERS: Yes, it is. I have dis-
covered that year after year there has been
at least some consideration given to re-
quests made, even though the consideration
nisy not have been favourable. I do not
wish to go into the detailed matters that
have been handled by somne members, hut
with other speakers I am concerned -with
the taxation proposals. I see on the list
of proposed legislation for this session
" 'uniform taxation." I do not really know
what that means, nor do I suppose that
other members know, but I do know and I
do really agree with others who have al-
ready spoken that the financial emnergency
taxation is due for very serious considera-
tion, even to the extent of abolition. Tf
we could carry on successfully before the
depression, when the basic wage was in the
vicinity of £C4 odd, if we could carry on
during that period without the financial
emierg ency taxation, surely we couild carry
onl without it to-day' wh~en the employ-
ment figures compare very favourably with
those of 1929. The position is ]letter to-
day than it -was at that earlier
date, although the basic wage to-day
is £3 14s. lid, in the mectropolitain area.
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f hlave long since come to the conclusion that
lby whatever name we call it-financial emer-
geney tax, income tax, or hospital tax-it
i3 all taxation, and that the whole of the
taxation should be lumped. As the member
for West Perth, (Mir. McDonald) pointed
out, our- income tax has increased. If we
could afford to pay the financial emergency
tax, wve could just as well aftford to pay the
money through a general income tax. Then
the individual who was in a position to pay
would pay, and the person entitled to die-
ductions would get them through his income
tax assessment. Family concessions would
be a consideration, and the position would
be more satisfactory than that of to-day.
Last year the financial emergency tax was
amended in the endeavour to keep pace with
the basic wage. The basic wage at the time
was £3 11s., and an endeavour was made to
stipulate that persons on the basic wage
should be exempL. We know what happened.
The Government were told by another place,

"Nwe will agree to only a set figure."
Then it was decided to make the amount 2s.
above the basic wage, and eventually the,
figure was made £3 15s. That was all right
until the basic wage reached £3 15s. In
mly distrirt to-day the basic wage is £3
15s. 10d. and the workers receiving that
wage are paying the financial emergency
tax. There is deducted on the pay sheet an
amount of Is. 4Id., which reduces their £3
15s. 10d. to £3 14s. 6d., and thus brins
them below the baskc wage. Nobody can
tell me that that is a fair or equitable sys-
tein of taxation. 'While for the South-West
Division a basic wage of £3 15s. 10d. was
lprescribed, the rate for the metropolitan
area was £3 14s. lid. Thus the people in
the South-West of the State, who, accord-
ing to the basic wage determination, should
be receiving more than the workers in the
metropolitan area, are receiving 5d. a week
less. I trust that when the Government are
considering their taxation measures for the
session, they will hear that aspect in mind.
I am quite aware it was not the fault of the
Premier or of the Government last year
that the basic wage was not specified as the
unimlilum. if we had had our way, we
would have ensured that workers on the
basic wvage were exempted from the financial
emergency tax, but the opposition was so
strong that the amount was fixed at £3 15s.,
and now see the position we have reached!1
The hospital tax operates similarly. That
tax war, originally iintended to exempt men
who received less titan £232 per annum, but

[6]

to-day, if the department consider that the
individual is in a position to pay, whether
he receives £232 or £153, he is expected to
pay for his treatment, although he pays the
tax at the source as do other people. All
this taxation legislation is due for overhaul,
and I trust the Government will consider
these matters before the measures for this
session arc introduced. A good deal has
been said about unemployment. The mem-
ber for Claremont (Mir. North) spoke onl a
vital question-the unification of railway
gauges. If the Trans-Australian line is so
important as to justify the construction of
the Port Augusta-Red Hill section onl the
Commonwealth gauge to give anl improved
service, there is no justification for not
carrying the same gauge through from Kal-
goorlie to Fremantle, What better scheme
could he suggested for providing employ-
ment, so long as the Commonwealth Govern-
meat were prepared to come to our assist-
ance in constructing the line? The work is
essential; it would be of wonderful assist-
anice to Western Australia and to Australia
as a whole. I hope that as a result of the
remarks made at the opening of the Port
Augusta-Red Hill section, the matter 'will
be put to the Federal Parliament in such a
way that the Western Australian Govern-
ment. will he given the necessary assistance
to give effect to the proposal. I ant not
particularly concerned about the question of
route, or whether the broader gauge should
open up new country. The State has opened
up practically all the country for which
railway communication is required.
There is another small railway to which
I wish to refer, the four miles
from Pietoni Junction to Bunbury. I under-
stand that the Commissioner of Railways
visited Bunbury, to-day and that it was in-
tended to ask hint to make a recomnmenda-
tion that that section be built. I intend to
deal with thle matter of further improve-
muents to the Bunbury harbour, and I shall
be able to justify thle construction, -of that
line on those grounds.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: There is a line front
Picton to Bunbury.

Mr. WITHERS: I mean a duplication of
the existing line. The member for West
Perth said that better provision should be
made for apprentices. On studying the
figures some time ago, I discovered that no
industry in Western Australia employed the
number of apprentices to which it was en-
titled, not even the Midlnd Workshops,
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which had the largest percentage of appren-
tices of any industry. It has to be remem-
bered that we live in a machine age as op-
posed to the time when tradesmen were iT-

quired to do most of the work in industry,
and that whereas a wheelwright, shoemaker,
blacksmiitli or other tradesman required five
or six years in which to learn his trade, very
little time is needed for a youth to learn to
handle a machine and do thc work that for-
merly a snob or farrner did, Thus there is
scope for- unskilled labour that starts a
mai-hine and watches it at work, but there is
not the scope that previously existed for
tradesmen. There might be scope for ap-
prentices in the bricklaying, carpentering
and similar trades, hut we knowv what an
important part steel and concrete are play-
ing in building construction to-day. The
unskilled labourer has to a large extent
taken the' place of the artisan.

Mr. Sampson: The building trades aire
very short of men,

Mr. WITHERS: In sonic directions there
may be a shortage. In my district build-
ing operations are proceeding actively, and
all the tradesmen required are obtainable.

Mr. Sampsdn: The member for North-
East Fremantle mentioned the plastering in-
dustry.

Mr. WITHERS: Members cannot fail to
feel sorry for the farmers, who have reached
a most d ilficult position.

Mr. Hughes: Perhaps they need a union?9
Mr. WITHERS: They have a union.
Mr. Hughes: Where is it?
Mr. WITHERS: I suppose the hon. mem-

ber is referring to the employees?
Mr. Hughes: Yes.

Mr-. WITHERS: The amount of wages is
riot always the deterrent to boys accepting-
work on farms. Last year a nephiew of mine
left his widowed mother to see whether he
could find work in the city. He called at
one of the registry offics and obtained em-
ployment on a farm out of 'Narrogin. The
man who employed him was in Perth at the
time on holiday with his wife and a couple
of children, riding in a fairly handsome
motor ear. They took the 20-year old lad
back with them, bag and baggage, and when
they arrived at the farm the boy found that
there was not a bed for him, but that he had
to sleep in a shed with bags for a covering.
That was the treatment meted out to him,
and the farmer wondered why he did not stay.
Re would have been willing to work for

153s. a week and his keep had he been pro-
perly housed. As it was, those people
could ride about in a flash car and spend
a holiday in the city, though they were
not prepared to give the lad decent aceom-
niodation. That boy, of course, told his
friends what he had to put up with. That
kind of thing is no inducement to other
boys to risk the same conditions.

IMr. McDonald: How many cases are
there like that?

Mr. WITHERS: There do not have to
he too many such cases to act as an influ-
MICC against boys taking such employment.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It is quite a comn-
mon practice for farm labourers to be put
into a shed for sleeping purposes.

M1r. WITHERS: I have referred to this
case because of the remarks of the mem-
ber for West Perth (Mr. McDonald). I
know of many other cases where the boys
have not been given adequate accommoda-
tion. I do not think this particular family
could have been so hard up that they could
not afford to buy the lad a bed to sleep
on. If they had provided a bed, no doubt
he would have stayed on.

iMr. Warner: If the farmer -was under
the Agricultural Bank he could not get a
"razoc" -with which to buy anything.

Mr. WflTHERS: Where did he obtain
the flash motor car? It is a better one
than I could afford. I may be trenching
on the ground of other members interested
in the South-West, but I do wish to refer
to the work of those who are endeavouring
to acelimatise trout in the freshwater
streams of the South-West. I do not know
whether we are as wealthy as we appear to
be, but I do know that the tourist trade
is eonuanding a considerable amount of
attention. When people go touring they
like to know what the attractions are. We
know that many of our salt water streams
fire becoming depleted of the type of ffish
for which people usually' angle. If we could
get trout established iii the Collie andi
Blackwood waters, it would undoubtedly
be a great inducement to people to use the
excellent roads that have been provided
through those areas. There is no doubt
the road boards have done a wonderful
job in this respect, and if some assistance
were given to those who are engaged in
this very useful work, it would be the
mepans of creating a -very live interest for
tourists. An application was made by
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South-West members to the Government
for a sum of £500 to assist the people who
have already done such wonderful work
ilk this directioni. Those people have not
only devoted their time and their services,
hut their money as well. The Government
have rendered somie assistance, for which
those concerned arc very grateful, but I
do hope when the question is put up to
the Government that they will not turn a
dea? ear to the appeal. There may be
tourist resorts in and around the city, such
as the caves at Yanchep. These provide
an attraction for a time, but those who
can avail themselves of the opportunity to
go to Yanchep for an af ternoon or a day,
want to go further afield when they can
get a longer holiday.

Mr. Marshall: What about Turkey Points

Mr. WITHERS: That will he all right
in good time. I wish to support the case
put up by the member for Sussex (Mr.
Brockman) concerning improvements to
Cave House. This is one of the old estab-
lished pleasure resorts. In its day it was
most popular, though even at that time it
could not accommodate all those people
who desired to go there. Unfortunately a
fire occurred, and the accommodation was
greatly depleted. I hope that the money
on the Estimates this year will be spent so
that the public may have an opportunity
of visiting this beautiful spot. I ap-pre-
ciate the value of the tourist traf-
fic to Western Australia. The Lender
of the Opposition the other evening
said that employment did not seem
to have increased very much. As a fact,
it has increased considerably since 19.29.
The Leader of the Opposition also said that
butter production had decreased. It was
down considerably during this year because
of manry factors. One of the factors was
the dryness of the season during the early
period and another was the outbreak of fires
in the South-West. Both had their effect
upoti the industry. Dluring that period, too,
quite a number of group settlers or Agri-
cultural Bank clients, who were dairy
farmers, left their homes- We had not the
same number of people producing butter
over that period that we have had in the
past. Although the Government were day by
day reducing the number of unemployed, on
the other hand settlers were leaving their
holdings and temnporarily, at any rate, were
swelling the number of unemployed. I am

not prepared to say that the incentives
offered to the relief worker are such as to
induce a man to leave his holding for that
class of wvork, but apparently it is a better
proposition than farming for some people.
That is another reason why the butter po si-
tion is down, and why there has not been as
great a decrease in unemployment as the
Leader of the Opposition would like, I now
wish to touch upon one or two local matters.

Mr. Patrick: What about the harbour?

Mr. WITHERS: I wilt comec to that. I
will first deal with the senior school. site at
Bunbury. This was the site of the school
before I ever went to school. Members can
imagine what it is like to-day. It was not
in a central position in the varly days, but
Bunbury has grown around the school, and
to-day the school site is in one of the busiest
parts of the town. The school grounds arce
cramped, and the locality is not suitable for
a school of that description. I have ap-
p coached the Minister for Education with a
view to the Government resuming or pur-
chasing a suitable site for a future school.
When the late Mr. McCallum was Minister
for Works, I suggested to him the purchase
of a suitable site. I pointed out that the
site was highly valuable and could be bought
at a reasonable price. It contained five acres,
and was likely to be subdivided and sold,
thus gettinge out of the Government's reach
forr the purpose of a school site. The Govern-
nient turned down the proposal, and the
owners decided to subdivide and sell, There
are already seven houses; on that land, and
two more are to he erected. The incident
goes to show that sites are not as readily
available in Bunbury now as they were a
few years ag~o. Nevertheless, I have in view
an ideal site. The inspnector of schools agrees
with me, and the matter has been submitted
to the Minister, whose reply reads as
follows:-

I have now aked the Treasury to set in
motion the necessary* funetionings which deal
with the inspection and reports on such pro-
pnsals involving resumptiono.

I want the Trea9suryv to know that there is
a move with a view to purchasing a site for
a future school-either next year or the year
after. The present school is on one of the
most valuable sites in Bunbury. If the Gov-
ernment decided to dispose of that site, they
could command enough money to purchase
the proposed new site and build a school on
it. The proposal is worthy of investigation,
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and the Governmnent could not lose by adopt-
ing it.

Mr. Mfarphall: Will it 1)0 a relproductive
work?

Mr. WITHERS: I hope so. Probably
hon. members are anxious to be informed
about the Dunbury harbour. During my 14
years in this Chamber I do not think I have
been guilty of neglecting to mention the
tact that at Bunbury there is a plate whbere
a harbour should be. As I go along, I hope
to prove to hion. miemberM that Bunbury
needs a harbour. liortnntcly I bave come
across )%r. Stileran's interim report on
Bunhury harbour, made to the Minister for
Works in 1930. In 1926 a report was made
containing, the following passage:

Investigations on wrhichi a special survey
party is engaged are still in progress to permit
of a future har-hour schemie being prepared.

That was in 1926-11 years ago-and I
think the future is here. "Mr. Stilemian
state-

Practically the whole of this is carried by
the vessels of the Commonwealth and lomnin-
ion lines, which on arrival from the East are
already deeply laden and draw fromn, say, 29
feet upwards. To eater for these vessels 32
feet, of water would be required in order to

giv an -adequate margin of depth in a berth
subjct to raInge as is thle ease at the existing
outer berths at Bunbury.
It has been urged for miany years that Bun-
bury is handicapped in that respect, because
oversen vessels trading to England and comn-
iag around the coast of Western Australi-a
are heavily laden by' the time they reach

Bunbpry. In fact, they are then drawingo
their deepest draught, and therefore cannot
possibly enter our harbour for the purpose
of taking additional cargo. If the position
were reversed, if those steamers were light
in going past our harbour, we would be able
to accommodate them for the purpose of
picking up eommodities to the shipment of
which the port of Bunbury is entitled.
Therefore we have contended for some con-
siderable time that this is not only a State
matter, seeing that Eastern States ports
have started the loading, but is also a mat-
ter in which the Commonwealth should assist
to remove the handicap at present imposed
on Bunbury harbour. I quote further from
Mr. Stilenan's report:-

All work put in hand should he part of a
complete seheme designed so far as possible to
piromote scour and so reduce present mnainten-
sue dredging, cost of which can be taben as
about £10,000 per annum.

When the present extension of the break-
water was begun, Mr. Lindsay, who was them
Minister for Works, showed me a plan which
I take to be the one Mr. Stileman eventually
submitted to the Government. In that'plait
there was provision for the scouring men-
tioned in this report, and also provision for
dredging the approach channels to a depth
of 32 feet. The rock was not to be blasted,
but pummelled, and could be dredged up.
That was part of the older scheme for a
harbour at Bunbury, which was started in
1933. 'Mr. Stile man's report continued-

For thle above reasons the first work should1
lie reconstruction of the existing inner berths,
which are at present of little or nto value, and
that, if possible, 30 feet of water should lie
provided there, with an equal depth in the
approachl channel . . . . I undertook to report
to the Hon. 'Minister the result of the mteet-
lag, and, in view of the general agreement, to
recommend that preliminary designs outlining
generally proposals for future construction
should be prepared. This I an now in a posi-
tin to do, and reeootnend accordigly. With
the preliminary design I will put up a coal-
piete report covering the present and prospec-
tive trade of the port, together with an eati-
mate of the east of the works shown.

I do not know what the prospective trade
of the port of Bunhnrv was when that re-
port was made in 1926. I do not know
whether it was possible for Mr. Stileman to
visnalise 11 years ago the prospective trade
of Bunhury. We do knowv that that trade
has increased considerably during the in-
terim. A minute dated the 21st 'March, 19.34),
reads asc follows:-

Under Seeretary.-Authority is given the
Engineer-in-Chief to proceed with the prelimnti-
ary designs mteationed. (Signed) A. 'McCnI-
lam.

It will be remembered that at that time
Sir George Buchanan reported on the vari-
ous harbours along our coasts. He visited
Bunhury, and his report was a little di--
couraging and disappointing. We naturally
thought we were going to get aL more fav-
ourable report. He said, "I can give you a
harbour at Bunhury. It will he costly, and
1 am not in a position, as 11r. Stileman also
says, to say whether the products of the
back country are sufficient to justify the
expenditure." The stage is being reac .hed
to-day when, I think, the products of the
country and the population, the figures of
which I shall quote, justify the work being
proceeded with. I do not say that the Gov-
ermient hav e ceased to engage upon the -work
by any mean;, but I want them to under-
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stand that, from the point of view of the
south-western corner of the State, of which
Bunbury is the natural outlet, provision is
required to enable the producers to export
their products through their natural port
at the cheapest possible rates. On that
point, the freight to Bunbury from the fruit-
growing districts, principally from Bridge-
town, is Ils. 8d. per ton, while to Fremantle
the freight is i16s. 9d. per ton. It is nearly
twice the distance from Bunbury to Fre-
mantle as it is from the point of produc-
tion to Bunbury, yet it costs only 5s. Id.
to transport the fruit over double the dis-
tance to Fremautle. From a railway point
of view, it is contended that the further the
distance the cheaper the rate should be.
That is quite all right provided the goods
come from Mferredin or sonic similar centre
in the back country. It is realised that the
man who is producing at such a distance
in the back country should have an oppor-
tunity to transport his products td market
as ecomonicailly, if not as cheaply, as the
man who is operating nearer the 1port. But
when the commodity is railed into Bunbury
and from there on to Fremantle at the extra
cost of 5s. I d. per ton, such a practice would
be without justification if we had sufficient
depth of water in the harbour at Bunbury.

Air. flonev: Did Mfr. Stileman indicate
what his proposals would cost,

Mr. WITHERS: I secured Mr. Stileman's
report on Sunday when I was at Bun-
bury, and since iny return to Perth this
morning I have not had an opportunity to
inquire at the department to secure the addi-
tio nal details regarding cost and so forth.

Mr. Done5 : I thought you said that the
expenditure was now justified.

Mr. W]THERS: I do not claim that the
whole of the expenditure is justified, but I
certainly want the schenie proceeded with.
At Bunbury to-day there is an agitation, the
object of wihich is to secure two 30ft.
berths. We have not got the 32ft. berth
that Mr. Stileman suggested, but we claim
that if we can secure two 3Oft. berths, they
will meet the situation for a considerable
time. At a meeting of the Bunbury Chamber
of Commerce held on the 24th July, a report
was presented that included the following:-

Figures from official sources show that 80,000
eases of butter and 600,000 cases of fruit are
produced annually for export. It is considered
that the provision of the necessary facilities
would lay the nucleus of a thriving export
trade for the fat-lamb industry and frozen
pork.

--%r. Patrick: Does that fruit now go to
Fremantle?

Mr. WITHERS: Yes. Before concluding,
I shall quote a few figures to indicate the
population and products of the district
within a radius of 60 miles of Bunbury. In
that estimation, I am not encroaching upon
the Sussex electorate. I have not taken any
fig-ures relating to the road district and other
parts of that particular electorate, except
possibly in respect of Rirup, which is at the
top end, for which Bunbury is the natural
port. Nor have I included figures relating
to the Mturray-Weflington constituency.
Although Pinjarra is nearly half way to
Bunbury, I have allowed that centre to re-
main as in the Fremantle zone. The figures
supplied to me show that the population
within a radius of 60 miles of Bunbiiry is
approximately 29,000 people, while the pro-
du-ts within that area are valued as
follows:

WTool
Potatoes
Apples
Timber
Blutterfat
Cheese
condensed milk

137,000
* 187,000

258,000
- s05000

-- 332,000
-- 21,000
-- 44,000

These alone give a total value of £1,684,000.
ft will be noticed that the coal produced at
Collie has not been taken into consideration,
because that is not agricultural produce.

Mr. Doney: You could hardly include that,
as none of the coal goes oversee.

Mr. WITHERS: It is produced within
the area although it is not an agricultural
product.

Mr. 'Marshall: Much of that production
rightly belongs to Busgselton.

Mr. WITHERS: If the honourable memn-
lber had heard what I said, he would appre-
ciate the fact that the figures I have quoted
do not relate to production in the Murray-
Wellington or Sussex electorates. I have not
even included Nannup, although that centre
is within a radius of 60 miles of Bunbury.
We have not made provision for fat lamb
production, although a fairly large number
is produced in the district. Those lambs are
not exported from Bunbury direct, but are
exported either through Fremantle or Bun-
bury where refrigerated space is available to-
enable the lambs to bep handled. Mr. Dodson,
who is a well-known shipping agent at Bun-
bury and takes a great interest in these
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matters, has stated that "vessels fitted
with refrigeration space following the
general trend of ship-building, which
was to have broader and shallower
draft vessel;, could probably be berthed at
the existing jetty at Bunbury if the depth
there was as great as it was several years
ago, namely, 28 feet."' It has to he remnem-
bered that when reference is made to 28
feet in relation to a berth at a jetty, allow-
ance must be mande for an additional two
feet of clearance. Therefore a depth of 28
feet really means one of 30 feet. Ships' cap-
tains; and the harbour master at Bunbury re-
quire at least 18 inches clearance before they
will admit that the berth is safe. Mr. Dod-
son also said that "a proposal to lengthen
the jetty to provide deeper berths would in-
volve a widening of operations to meet the
entire needs of the export trade of Bun-
bury." With regard to the question of cool
stores, there is money available from people
in the district who are prepared to establish
cool stores if the Government will provide
the facilities for handling their products.
The Government have not been unmindful
of the possibility of future developments,
because they have gone to the expense of
provision for the hulk handling of wheat
at Ilunhury. From an industrial point of
view, that work may not be altogether accep-
table, but it has to be realised that we live
in a progressive age, and the position as it
is has to be accepted. While the Govern-
menit are. prepared to spend mnoney' at Bun-
bury in the provision of bulk handling faci-
lities for the farmers, they will have to go
further in the development of the port to
deal with the trade generally. That is a step
in the tight direction. Bulk handling is one
step towards progress, and cool storage
will be another; therefore development will
be going ahead ail the time. When speak-
ing of the primary juodtets, I never men-
tiornd tobacco because that is growvn more
than 60 miles from Bitobury. But when
it is taken into consideration that a special
train load of tohacceo recently came from
Manjimup, oinly about 70 miles as the crow
flies from Bunbury, the value of that dis-
trict from a lirilnary producer's point of
view is apparent. A telegram from Mfanji-
munp dated 24th July stated:-

A special tobacco train of about 28 vans
will leave Manjimup on MYonda'y tmorning
carrying about 150 tons of locatly-cured leaf
for shipment at Frenmantle to -Melbourne.

There at least is a commodity which we are
exporting to the Eastern States and which
should help to combat the imports coming
f rota the Eastern States to-day. If we can
send 150 tons of locally-cured leaf in one
shipment from that district to-day, what are
we likely to do in a few years time?

M r. Doust: It costs a good deal to take
it to Fremantle.

11r. WITHERS: Yes, it costs additional
freight to take it to Fremantle. The esti-
mated value of a trainload of tobacco leaf is
£30,000, which represents half the State's
tobacco production, grown in one little
corner of the State. And as the member for
Nelson pointed out, it has to come to Fre-
mantle because there is no class of boat call-
ing at Bunhury which could take it to the
Eastern States. The grower is consequently
suffering because he has to pay so much
extra freight. I should like before conclud-
ing to indicate the confidence of the trades-
lpeople in the district. I have statistics in
connection with building operations from
the 23rd March, 192N, to the 31st July,
10-36, a period of 10 yuans. In that
time 443 building permnits; were issued,
of which 228 were for dwellings, 61 for com-
mercial buildings, and 101 for alterations
and additions& These cost £213,215.
La.st year, that is, to the 31st July, 1937,
£38,485 was spent in building operations.
There were 40 dwelling houses erected at a
cost of C23l,320), one shop and dwelling £600.
15 mantor alterations and additions £1,222,
and flint, large alterationis and additions
£1,343. That shows the confidence the
business people have in the district. Bun-
bury cannot grow and exIpand if the back
country is not supported. It is the primary
production of the hock country, the hinter-
land of Bunbury, that is inaking Bunbury
go ahead. It is with the people producing
the primiaryN products in that area that we
aire conerned. The member for Narrogin
was itt a itonft'retwe in Bunbury and heard
the. dc.!cgale from Boynp Brook put uip the
ligun.'; I laiar. used Iu'i e il conniection with
the production of this particular district. I
said at titat conference that I was pleased at
last to ,et, that agitation was coming not
only from lice business people of Bunbury,
who have claimed in the past that they have
put up this proposition for the beneft of
Btinbury, but that it WaIS also Coming from
the pe-ople of the hinterland, who are now
declaring that they wanit this facility. We
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are very pleased to have their barking for
it enables US to imkpress upon the Govern-
mnent the necessity for doing something in
eonnection with the proposition. Some of
the huild~ng alterations to which I referred
are not of Small dimensions, An alteration
to the Union Bank cost £3,800 and it has not
beeni comiple'ted yet: £3,000 has been spent
ton the Lyric Theatre, £2,300 onl the Eon
MNarene buildinig, and Z11200 oil the Prince
of WVales Hotel. These are all different
classes of business, and the expenditure
is evidence of the confidence of the
business people iii the town and dis-
trict. Since the endi of the. year we hare
already had ;Q3,600 worth of dwelling per-
inits --rantcd. One building cost £8,000:
another is to cost £2,300, and the Common-
wealth Government are showing their faith
ini tho district aIso byv ercrting a Customs
officer's residence at a cost of £1,650. 'When
one has figures. of that kind to show the
progress Ihe district is making, and the cont-
fidenee of the people in it, one has no dff-
dence in asking thne Goveninent to give
reese people the convenience. they require.

whichl is possibly going to cost a lot of
money but which I mul Satisfied will recoup)
itself. I do not know whether Sir Qeo.
Blihnan is still alive, hitt if he is and( thle
scemlle is gone onl with, he will see that
although hei' a- cautious at the time of his
rePport-and being an engineer he naturally
had to he cautions -the" progress has justi-
fied the expeniditure. Anothler fact of in-
tevest is that in Yf26 the motor registrations
totalled 200, to-da ' they total 541) . Therp
is prosperity and progress on all sides, and
I hare no hesitation in asking the Govern-
111(111 to give heed to (hie request -which
lrflwtically allI hinges Oil thle provision of
two :40ft. berthi for Builniry.

MR. SHEARN ('Maylands) [9.17]: It is
nlot my13 intention to delay the House at
any length to-night. I agree with the fact
mentioned by other spenk-ers that the
Address-i-re ply debate does give members
ain opportunity of making other members
of the House au fait with matters of pecui-
liar interest to their own electorates, anti
of general interest to the State. For that
reason, as a new member, I would not pre-
sie to say, and dlid not say previously.
that the Address -i n-reply should be entirely
eliminated, hut T do believe that a good
deal of curtailment of the speeches would
he in the interests not only of the members

of the House and of the Governmtent but
in the interests of the State generally.
Speakers who hare preceded me have
drawn attention to the lack of frankness
onl the part of the Government as exhibited
by the Lieu t-QGovernor's Speech. Irrespec-
tive of the Government that marv be in
power, one has to admit that we must take
into consideration the fact that the con-
ditions to-day in relation to the unein-
ploved, though better thtan those of last
year, are still very serious. UnfortunatelY
T, like other miehbers representing metro-
lpolitanl constituencies, know only too well
-what the position is. 'Not a day goes by
without in> being inundated withl applicai-
tions from mnen genuinely seeking emiploy-
ment. One, Of Coarse, endenvours to comi-
ply with the requests, but the general coni-
ditions are such a.s to make those efforts
of little or no avil. Then, side hr side
with that, when one takes into account the
giradual financfi.l drift nulasured in, terms of
our present-day monetary system. one rea-
uises that it is little wonder that tile Gov-
ernment aire reticent albout making any
proclamation as to their future intentions.
T hope that as time goes onl the Govern-
ment will be able to devise sonic maeans
considerably to alleviate the conditions
that exist, not only in our primar'y indtis-
t r ie but also in the inetiropolitali area.
Those conLditions a13e app all ing. Every mern-
lir realiszes that there are certainl con1-
ditions over -which the Governmffent have nto
guidingr conl0, Ilit for' Which neverthelIess
wre are responsible, at all events to the
extent that we should do what we can
to alleviate the position, which is. as I
have said,. exceedingly serious. I would
like to say that thle Governor's Speech
though -briefly, indicates rreat improve-
nieat, amounting to prOspeiit3 in r-elation
to outr miining- industry : and all s-ections of
the commnunitv arc more or less wvraliped
Up in the sce of the mining indullstry. I
ain going to be frank enough to say that not-
withsraliidig What may0 hle said h- Othiers, I
think the MKinister for Mlines hlas done a
wonderful job in connctiomi with the vani-
ois- aspects of the mining industry. I have
taken a lieyinter-est in whfat he has done,
and undoubtedly lie has carried out a very
g-ood job, trust that he mlay con1-
ttine to go along those lines and assist
what, after all, hags been mnore or less a
Ood-send to the rest of tile commDunlity.
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A matter coining nearer home and of great
satisfaction to ine and other members
of the inetropjbitanl area is the installation
of the sewerage system. A.; you, Sir-, know,
the greater lart of' miy district has been or
is being ri'wered. The new installations
have b;een not only of great lbenefit to thle
particular district, hut have exercised a tre-
nmendous intlueiwe in assisting the Glovern-
uerit to find work for tile unemployed.
Ilowex'er, in that regard I want seriously to

sgest to the Governmuent that they take
into (al y consid1{rtiipi the paDsition. in which
sc-ores of people in my electorate now find
themselves, Particularly those on sustenance,
and also those onl thle basic -wage or there-

Liuos. -rid thiosc who hope eventually to
own their own homnes. Fromt the estimates
4ihmnittedI we know that the house ('olitle-
tions vost from £40 to £50 eachl, and so weC
recalise how absolutely' inupos~ile it is for
the individual owner to be able to connect
up with the Government mains. I have
brought thisi under the notice of the depart-
incnt concerned, and I understand the Min-
ister himlI'vl hlas taken note of it. I want
to be Lair enoug-h to say that somec consider-
ation has been offered; but unless the Gov-
ernment c-an introduce a general plan in
connection with this feature of the scheme,
it seems that whilst c-ertain people will have
to be deprived of the service, they, under
the operations of the Act, will be forced to
pay the sewerage rate and continue to pay
the local authority for the pan service. S-o
it means that until Something is done ill
connection with that aspect of the question,
those people through no fault of their own
are-( fa!-ec with dlouble rate pnyments. There-
foire, T s;eriously uirge the Government to set
abouit to eiidcii'oiir to g-ive nll people in the
district the benefit of the system that has
bieen introduced. I. like other speakerls, ami
pleased to know that the Government, ac-
vurding to the Governor' s Speech, intend
introducing the much delayed Mlunicipali-
ties Ac Am1eildirncit. I dou not Propose to
discuss that measure at leng-th now, but
merely to say that as one who is associated
with local authority activities;, I know the
lilbeculties under which they- are labouring.

I 1101W the( Bill will bev passed this
--e,-60o1 and thlat thenl the municipalities will
lie able to function in thre way inl which they
are entitled to dto. I should1 like to make
passing rerence to thle fact that thle con-
sum11mation of that long-delayed Infectious
Jiseases hlospital having been effected by the
eorilmuli svn-e attitude of the local authorities

arid( of the Government, we might now seri-
ously take upl the appalling, situation at the
Perthl Hospital. I am riot going to weary the
Hlouse with a reiteration of the conditions.
that p~revail, but I say' it is the duty of every
niemuber of the House to use his tmost en-
dear-ours to influence Sonic early arrangement
which would be the means of having a hos-
pital erected with the accommodation and
equipment which the Present conditions n-
doubtedly require. I -was likewise pleased
to bear the member for Rioebourne (M1r.
Rodoreda) speak so plainly in connection
with the proposed discontinuance of our
N orth-Wes;t air' service. I realise with that
hon. member that it would he a x'erv serious
matter for 'Western Australia, and I con-
eluded from the remarks hv made that lie
aind the Government and other members of
the House will take the rermisite steps to
make their representations to the Federal
G overnment so strenuous and consistent that
we shall not have any fear of tis proposed
scheme being carried out. That hon. ruemn-
bem' likewise struck a rathrer good note regard-
irt- the growing state of apparent autocracy
oI'heads of our public service. While to
some extent this may be tm'ue, I personally
reel that we are fortunate in havinga ant able
public service which, generally speaking,
uses its great Power with restraint. I would
suggest that it is riot the service that is to
Wimlue. birt possibly l'mrliamlent itself. It
appear's to met that Ac-ts are some-
times, passed in haste by this and other Parl--
liaments, and after all such mea~ures
re-solve themselves into at lucre outline
of the intention of Parliament.
Tlo maake thle requisife provision, time Gover-
nor, hb' regculation, finally' scts out how- the
.Xct shalll operate.. It appears that Parlia-
inerd lmas to somle extent given away the
powrers entrusted to it uinder the Constitul-
tion, and I theirefore suggest to thle memiber
fm.r Ioehourne, and to members generally,
that in relationl to tire suggested cmrtillnerit
of the Addres;s-in-reply debate, there would
perhaps he an opportunity for the lou-c to
give mre time to the various me1asures sub-
mjitted before they are adopted. By those
mepans, mermbem's would be able to pja~s a
rneasure wvith a comideteneps. that would eml-
brac all that the Act wa-; intended to deal
with, and( the neessitx' would not exi-4 of
sugge~sting that there was a sort of auto-
eraf'y existimg in thle var-ious departments of
State. There are several. social questions
that wvill be considered during the ses-ion,
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Vr 01,I1understand, and for that reason
1 donotintnd o seakupon them tonight,

but w'ill take an opportunity to express my
opinions at the appropriate time. There are
a number of matters dealing with my own
eleetorpte to which I should like to make
passing reference. One is the necessity, to
which I directed attention last session, of
there Ileing not only an extension of the
tramnway ecrvice on the Walcott street, North
l'erth, line, but for some speeding up of that
service. Members who live in the metropo-
litan area are aware that tbere is no dis-
trict within that area that has grown faster
or produced at consistent[% better type of
house than the M.\t. Lawley-North Perth area.

Mr. Cross: What about South Perth?
Mr. SHEARN: I admit that South Perth,

having such a representative, would neces-
sarily be a very prosperous suburb, but I
think thiat I said there w'as no district nmak-
ing greater progress. I therefore seriously
suggest to the Govvernnment that I am making
110 unfair reqjuest when I ask for this con-
sideration. The necessity has existed for a
considerable time; I believe the former meli-
her for Maviands brought the matter to the
notice of the Government on several occa-
sions, and I shall certainly continue to do so
until the Glovernmnt do somethin.

Mr. Marshall: How far is development
beyond the terminus of the line at the
moment?

Mr. SHEARN: About a mile. I recently
asked the Minister to consider the practic-
ability of duplicating the present line. To-
day I received a reply from the Minister,
anti it is not at all satisfactory. At this
juncture I urge the Minister to give this re-
quest, whieh can be amply justified, due con-
sideration, and I hope the result will be that
funds wvill be made available to improve the
conditions on the Mount Lawley, North
Perth, line. With other members, I regret
that the Minister for Education should have
met with an accident that has not only
caused him inconvenience but has subjected
him to physical pain. We trust that it will
not be long before he is again restored to
health. I have a matter to mention affect-
ing his department-the necessity for a
junior school in the North Perth-Mt. Lawley
territory. I know it has been said that de-
partmental inquiry has revealed that faci-
lities exist of whiich those children might
avail themselves. But the majority of the
children in this particular area are of very

tender age, and they have to travel about
11 mniles to school. It is a modest request,
and I suggest that the Minister might give
us a building that would form the nucleus
of an enlarged structure as time goes on. I
have been informed that this matter will re-
ceive consideration. By the time it receives
consideration, if it is dealt with in the usual
way, the children will be ready for the
Modern School, and that will he of no good
to the children of to-day. In summer there
is very little shade for the children, and in
winter they are subject to the severities of
the weather. I claim that the people of the
district are entitled to receive the service for
which they are paying, and they are not ask-
ing for something that is not well overdue,
I hope the _Minister will take this matter into.
consideration, and will be able to prevail,
upon the Treasurer to make funds available.
for what is a modest request and a dire-
necessity for the district. There are. a,
number of other matters to which. 13
intended to draw attention, but I will deal
wvith them when the Estimates for the
various departments are tinder discussion.
Although the finances of the State are.
.anything but satisfactory, I believe that
the recent visit of the Premier to London
as the ambassador of Western Australia
wvag amply justified in the interests of the
State. The occasion being the coronation
of Their Majesties, the King and Queen. it
presented a unique opportunity for inter-
course between the variou~s leaders of the
different countries of the British Empire.
As the member for West Perth pointed out,
itf ever there was a time in the history of the
Empire and indeed of the world when there
should be a complete and proper apprecia-
tion of the difficulties, surely it is to-day.
I understand that the actual expenses of
the trip were comparatively small, and the
ultimate good should doubly repay the
State for the outlay. I am not going to,
adopt a party attitude and say that the-
Premier should not have made the trip.
Irrespective of the party in power at the
time, I believe that the circumstances quite
justified the trip. In view of the present posi-
tion of the State, it behaves every member,
regardless of whether he sits behind tbe Gov-
1-rnment or in Opposition, not only to do his
best in the interests of his own electorate,
which is what we are primarily here for,
but to make his contribution, irrespective
of party alignment, provided he is satis-



[COUNCIL.]3

fled that the proposed legislation is in the
interests of the people. With that condi-
tion fulfilled, he should stand behind the
Government of the day. If we do that, our
united efforts will bring a greater mea-
sure of prosperity to the State than would
other wise be possible under the financial con-
ditions at present existing. Until such time as
the Government are able to devise somne means
which will provide a greater step towards
full-time employment for many thousands
of men now on sustenance, I believe we
shall never be able to enjoy any material
state of prosperity. Members will surely
agree with me in that view. As has been
pointed out by previous speakers, the
greater volume of prosperity in this or in
any other primary producing State is
largely in the hands of the elements, but I
still believe that as a result of the adop-
tion of a careful and unbiassed attitude
on the part of the Government, ably Sup-
ported as they would be by members of
the Opposition, a genuine effort to improve
the conditions generally could be made.
For my own part I will at all times endea-
vour to assist in the passage of any legis-
lation which, I am satisfied in my own
mind, is in the best interests of Western
Australia-

On motion by Mr. Watts, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.43 pa.

legislative ctounciL.
W~ednesday, 18th August, 19,37.
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The PRESIDEINT took the Chair at 4.310
p.m., anad read prayers.

QUESTION-EDUCATION.

Gold fields hfigh School.

Hon. C. G5. ELLTOTT asked the Chief
Secretary: 21, In connection with the Gold-
fields High Schbool, what was the total cost
oC-(a) buildings, (h) furniture? 2, What
provision has been made for a supply of
water should an outbreak of fire occur at
the school?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
(a) £7,854: (b) £1,522. 2, In addition to
the provision of standpipes in the quad-
rangle and an alarm connected to the Sal-
goorlie Fire Station, two street fire hydrants
have been installed near the school. The
question of further safeguarding the school
from damage by fire is now under considera-
tion.

MOTION-NATIVE ADMINISTRATION
ACT.

To ljisfilloor Regulations.

HON. O. W. MILES (North) [4.361: 1
mnove-

That the regulations (Nos. 1 to 9 inclu-
sive) relating to the Natives' Medical Pund
made under the Native Administration Act,
1906-1936, published in the d"Government Gaz-
ette 'I of 2nd. Jutly, 1987, and laid on the table
of the House on 10th August, 1937, be and
are hereby disallowed.

No alteration has beeni made in the fees pay-
able in respect of permits, a permit to em-
ploy one native costing- 5s., and a general
permit £2. The regulations now provide,
however, that in addition to the above fees
the permit holder shall contribute £E1 per
head per annum in respect of each and every
native employed by him under the authority
of the permit. The Commissioner may, in
the case of wards or trainees of the Abori-
gines Department, or where a permit is de-


