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Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Yes. This question
of inereasing the subsidy must be carefully
considered by the Government, because we
eannot allow the fox menace to continue.
Already the pest is doing a great deal of
damage. Then we have the native dog
bonus. I have been told that those dogs
are increasing tenfold because of the very
smal! price that is paid for their scalps.
I will support the motion for the adopfion
of the Addvess-in-reply.

On motion by Hon. H. 8. W. Parker,

debate adjourned.

House adjonrned at 6.3 pm.

Aegislative Assembly,
Tuesday, 17th August, 1937,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m. and read prayers.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL EBANK,
REVERTED PROPERTIES.

Mr. WATTS asked the DMinister for
Lands: 1, Ts the prospective purchager from
the Agricultural Bank of a reverted pro-
perty provided with the mortgage docn-
ment at the time when he enters into the
contract of sale? 2, If not, does the con-
trart of sale specify the interest and other
conditions? 3, If not, is the purchaser sup-
plied with information as to the probability
of variation in the rate of interest, or in the
conditions of the mortgage, and if so, at
what stage in the negotiations?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1. No. 2, Specifies usual conditions only. 3,
Full information is available on inquiry.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Fifth Day.
Debate vesnmed from 12th Angust.

MR. NULSEN (Kanowna) [4.37): I
eongratulate the Premier upon his safe re-
turn from BEngland and upon the fact that
he is looking so well. Undoubtedly the trip
has done him a great deal of good, If would
be better for evervone concerned if many
of our leaders were to make these frips.
They are very educational. Those who go
abrond sce difierent systems and come into
contact with people of a different
psyehology. T regret the Premier had not
time in which {o visit foreign countries such
as Germany, Russia, Italy, Awmeriea and so
on. I was also sorry to learn from the news-
paper of the accident which hefell the Min-
ister for Agricutture. I feel sure he would he
more hurt by reason of being unable to carry
out his duties than from the iujuries he re-
ceived, as he is a very hard worker and
very siueere in all that he does. I was glad
the member for Rochourne (Mr. Rodoreda)
struck a new note, We hear so much that
is merely traditional, and we are glad when
somebody steps out in a new path, although
we may not always agree with what is said.
The hon. member certainly opencd up a new
track., I have said before 1 would like to
see the Address-in-reply eut out altogether,
but, after giving the matler further consid-
eration, I feel it would perhaps be better if
the doration of speeches were limited to
20 minutes. It is necessary that some time
should be devoted to private members' busi-
ness, and it is also neceszary that too muel
time should not be devoted to that purpose.
The Leader of the Opposition made many
allegations against the Government. T sup-
pose it is his job to do that. The Premier,
however, in a very truthful and logical man-
ner replied effectively to those allegations.
Although when members criticise the Gov-
ernment they do not always say those things
that are absolutely correci, nevertheless it
is sometimes necessary for opposition to be
offered so that the Government may have
a chance to reply. I have much for which
{o thank the Government, and I appreciate
what they have done in my electoraie, the
largest electnrate in the State. Many other
things, however, have not vet been done.
That may be put down to the faet that
money is not available to do everything
that everry member requires. The water
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scheme at Norsewman was a wonderful un-
dertaking, Without it it would not have
been possible for Norseman to ecarry on.
The reticulation has been partly eomplefed.
It is a pity it was not finished. The cost
would have been only about £3,000, but
owing to the shortness of money it was
not possible to finish the work. The Minis-
ter has, however, promised that it will
be completed hefore nexi summer. 1 am
zlad that a fire brigade will be established
there. The old brigade was a great credit
to the district and did very well. A new
brigade will be helpful to the young people,
and will bring down the irsurance rates.
I am always in favour of volunteer fire bri-
gades. Such brigades are a great asset to
the State. 1 am fairly well satisfied with
the roads. Between Coolgardie and Esper-
ance the road is pretty well advanced, and
will be a great help to the disiviet. The
road between Laverton and Bevia is as
gzood as most of the metropolitan roads,
and is also verv useful to the distriet. I
am grateful to the Government for doing
that work. I travel on the trans-Australian
railway every vear, and find that things
are not ns satisfactory there as they shounid
be. T am not satisfied with what is being
done for the pastoral and agrieunltural
industries. I find there is over-capi-
talisation in the mallee where it is a ques-
tion of sheep versus wheat. Neither am I
satisfied with the irregularities in the re-
pricing of the land by the Lands Depart-
ment. The dangerous deviations in some
of our main roads are not conducive to the
safety of the public. This matter should
he inquired into. I will deal with these
questions later on in the session. Mem-
bers know my opinion of monetary reform.
I congratulate the Federal Leader of the
Opposition, Mr. Curtin, upon his poliey.
Until we have monetary reform of a defin-
ite nature we shall never get back to true
prosperity. On this point I admire the
member for Claremont (Mr. North). He
always strikes an individua! note, or, as
he puts it, brings out some dark horse.
Eventually that dark horse will come to
ithe front. Too often we speak in tradi-
tional terms, and do not give sufficient con-
sideration to future development. TUntil
we do so, we will not get anywhere. Tn
my remarks this afternoon I intend to con-
centrate upon the disabilities that arise from
centralisation. Western Australia has really

been developed on the foundations of cen-
tralisation to the detriment of the hack coun-
try. The poliey of the Labour Party is de-
centralisation. From what 1 can learn the
first plank in the platform of the Country
Party also is decentralisation. There should
not be too mueh bother about meting out
justice to every port of the State. Each
port is entitled to its natural traffie, If
the eountry were developed on those lines
costs would be reduced and the hinterland
behind the ports would have a chance to
develop. Vested interests, however, and
selfishness have stood ouf against decen-
tralisation. We have a fine port at Esper-
ance. The Government have spent a lot
of money in giving Esperance the necessary
facilities, They have built a jetty which
runs out into 371% feet of water, and there
is a Customs House having a big storage
capacity of not less than 2,000 tons. There
18 also a railway from the port to nearly
every part of the hinterland. The port
itself controls the second greatest hinter-
land in Western Australia. A good deaf
of Government money has heen spent there.
The only fly in the ointment is that as yet
we have no regnlar service. For a boat to eall
now and then is of little avail. To ensure
eargoes there must be a eontinnity of serviee
and a regular time-table. Arrangements
cannot be made for mere casual ecalls by
shippers, because business people and the
mines cannot tolerate anything that is not
regular and  permanent. Such 2 servive
would be a very important factor to Esper-
ance. Members representing the eastern gold-
fields in hoth Houses formed themselves into
a committee, and have been working hard te
bring about the utilisation of their natural
port. All the local governing anthorities
and the Chamber of Mines have heen actively
assisting. They realise the henefit it wonld
be to all concerned to have the port opened.
In hanlage, eompared with Fremantle, there
would be a saving in railage of 347 miles to
Norseman, 131 miles {o Coolgardie, Kal-
goorlie, or any of the other places to the
east ineluding Laverton, Leonora and
Lawlers, and, in addition, a saving of 563
miles of water way., The Lake View and
Star Co., by establishing oil tanks at Esper-
ance, have effected savings at the rate of £1
per ton. I learn that the company use
about 5,000 gallons of oil a day, so that they
are saving £25 a day in respect of oil alone,
which represents an enormous figure for the
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year. Norseman, being so much closer to
Esperance, would save more than twice as
much. Lancefield saves about 10s. on
charges, which is worthy of econsideration
too. Despite the surcharge of 10s. per ton
levied against boats calling at Esperance, a
saving can be effected in respect of most
freight, although the distance is 568 miles
shorter to Esperanee than to Fremantle. T
will give the House a few examples of the
savings recorded, despite the faet that
there is an additional charge of 10s. a
ton at Esperanee compared with the charges
at Fremantle, which is 568 miles further on.
I will instanee goods under classes B and C,
and first and second classes and second class
plus 10 per cent. T will give an indication as
to what the effeet is in connection with
Norseman, Coolgardie, Kalgoorlie, Bonlder,

Menzies, Leonora, and Laverton. The de-
tails of savings are as follows:—
Clngs Clpss st 2nd  2nd Class
-_— B, C. Class, Clazss  plus 10
per cent.
8, 4. sd, s, d. g, d. g d.
Norseman 2011 42 0 80 7 100 0 12011
Coolgardie 4 3 8 10 23 2 33 6 a8 2
Knlzoorlie 3 B 8 4 22 2 a2 2 38 7
Boulder ... 3 & 8 1 21 0 29 35 11
Menzies ... 211 411 17 6 26 2 20 9
Jeonorn ... 211 ¢ 9 15 1 22 11 26 3
Laverton... 2 10 [: ] 15 1 22 11 26 3

Tt will be noticed that the further the goods
have to travel from Fremantle, the saving is
not so marked, and the explanation of that
is the shading off of charges with regard to
railage distances. A still greater saving is
registered as against the use of the trans-
Aunstralian railway. The Steamship Owners'
Assoeiation are reluctant to open any port
other than Fremantle, and obviously they
are in favour of centralisation. When the
Government completed the railway to Esper-
ance, the lgeal people thought that some-
thing great had been achieved; but then the
Tepresentatives of the Steamship Owners’
Association visited the port and said that the
jetty was unsafe and dangerons, and refused
to provide a regular service by sea. Sinee
then the Government have spent a lot of
money in providing Esperance with a deep
water jetty, with which no fault can be
found. All that we want at Esperance now
is a regular shipping service. I view tha
attitnde of the Steamship Owners’ Associa-
tion with suspicien. They apparently claim
that although they might send their ships to
Esperanee, they would still have to send
them on to Fremantle, and in consequence
they realise that no greater volume of freight
would be transported into Western Australia
as the resnlt of opening up another port.

They claim there is an advantage through
being able to concentrate at one centre. They
care not for the development of the State.
They have no feelings where the local people
are concerned, nor have they any regard for
the fact that those people are doing their
best under very adverse conditions. Nor are
the memhers of the Steamship Owners’
Association the only ones veluetant to open
up the port. The same attitude is apparent
with regard to the wholesale manufacturers
and merchants generally. They do not de-
sire to erect buildings in an additional pert,
seeing that they have their warehouses in
Perth or Fremantle, Obviously those people,
too, are in favour of eentralisation. There
is no question about that, becanse it suils
their businesses better. I have given a lot
of consideration to this question, and I am
perfectly satisfied that no one ean submit a
legitimate argument against the opening up
of ports that have an extensive hinterland.
I know more abont Esperance, and thevefore
guote that port as an example. I am posi-
tive that no ome can submit a legitimate
argument against opening up that port.
Then again, goods that should be trans-
ported over our State-owned railways, and
especially over the seetion between Esper-
unce and Coolgardie, are conveyed over the
trans-Australian line. Why is that? It is
becanse we are not using the port of Esper-
ance. The reason for that is mnot that we
have not the trade available, or that the
trade would not he sufficient to warrant the
port being served with a regular service, but
simply becanse those who have vested inter-
ests in the metropolitan area have no desire
to see the port of Esperance opened. Some
people argue that the mallee eountry has not
been suceessful. Perhaps it is not. But we
are not relying on the mallee country alone.
Esperance would serve a population of not
less than 50,000 people who are resident in
the hinterland, and that is quite independent
of the mallee country. If the imports aver-
aged £22 per head, then there should be not
less than £1,200,000 worth of goods to pass
throngh the port. That would represent the
minimum, becanse the goldfields imports are
much more than the average per head for
the whole State, owing to the extensive im-
portations of machinery, spare parts, and so
forth. I have remarked that some people
elaim thai the mallee country is not quite
satisfactory. I am perfeetly satisfied that
the area immediately surrounding Esperance
and the Mallee will ultimately prove to be
productive. The average rainfall at Esperance
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ig 25.99 inches, or 26 inches in round fizures,

The annunal rainfall over the sandplain coun-
try is about 20 inches. When 1 spoke about
the latter area years ago, 1 re-named it, and
referred to it as the treeless plain; it is too
good to be designated a sand plain. 1 am
salisfied that we do not appreciate the value
of that country at the present stage, and I
am confident that some time in the future it
will prove to be a great asset to the State. I
am confident that we will be able to produce
buotter there and various other commodities
of which the public generally have no con-
veption at present. 1f a regular maritime
service were established and the surcharge
of 10s. per ton litted—1 regard that
as a most iniguitous charge—l mn salis-
fied that the necessary tonnage would be
fortheoming at Esperance. 1f that regn-
lar service were provided the requirements
of business men could be jmported through
Esperance, and those who did not pursve
that course would, in view of the saving
that would be cffected, be compelled to fall
into ling in order o compete suceessfully
with those who did. I have heard it said
that if the port of Esperance were opened
it would affeet local produmetion. I ean as-
sure the House that we do not desire any-
thing of the sort. In a eireular that I issued
on the Sth June last I included the follow-
ing paragraph:—

The committee is in no way desirous of dis-
couraging local production, but a large guan-
tity of supplies, cliefly mining supplies, are
not produced in Western Australia. Much im-
poertation from the Eastern States is therefore
inevitable.

Aithough we advocate the opening up of
Esperanee as being conducive to the interests
of the goldfields and as a means {o help pro-
long the life of the many industries in the
Linterlami of the purt, we are not desirous
of lmporting any goods that can be pro-
cuced within Western Aunstralia.  As far
Lark as 1900 the Fastern Goldfields Reform
League of Western Australia complained
bitterly because the goldficlds people could
not make use of their natural port at Esper-
ance.  Just to give members an idea of the
strong feeling that existed at the time, I
will quote a paragraph from the manifesto
issmed by the leagne wnder the heading of
“Separation for Federation” The mani-
festo was adopfed by a conference held at
Kalgoorlie an the 3rd Janunary, 1900. The
paragraph 1 shall quote reads as follows:—

4.—Refusal of Natural Railway Faeili-
ties.

In addition to denying us fair representa-
tion, overtaxing us, and diverting revenue and
loans for the benefit of the older settled dis-
tricts, the dewinant minority on the coast have
refused to allow ns our natural harbour at
Esperance, and have frequently stated that
they will never permit the comstruction of a
railway to the south coast. In order to force
all our commerce and traffic to pass through
Perth and Fremantle, they thus compel all
goods from the eastern colonics to travel an
extry 368 miles by sea, and 163 miles by rail.
The distance from Fremantle to Coolgardie is
363 miles, whereas from Esperance it is only
200 in a direct line.

The railway, when it was construeted, did
not proeced in the direct line suggested, in
conswquence of which the distance from
Espervance to Coolgardie iz 232 miles, so
the =aving is only 131 miles as against 163
miles, It will be seen right from that time
the teeling on the goldfields was that the
port of Esperance has never been fairly
treated and that it was the natural port for
the tields. It has aiways been badly treated
because ‘'of vested interests and has certainly
been unfortunate in that respect. In 1895
when each port had its natural traffic and
the railway from Fremantle to Coolgardie
had not been eonstructed, Esperance had a
population of 2,000, and there were 10
stores, two  hapks, foar newspapers,
one brewery and one timber yard. At
that time Esperance was paying the
second highest Customs revenue in  the
State, Theye were two small  bouts and
three schooners regularly calling into Esper-
anee in those days. They had the shipping,
but ne jetty and no harbour facilities,
whereas today we have the harbour facili-
ties but no shipping, which seems rather
anomalous. It is beyond my understanding
altogether that so much money should have
been spent there and vet the people shonld
not derive any benefif from if, as they shoald
be entitled to do from their natural port. In
those far-off days there were 60 horse teams
and 2,000 camels hauling imports from
Esperance to the Eastern Goldfields. That
was before the railway was constructed from
Fremantle to Coolgardie. Esperance has
always been shamefully treated. It hLas
never been given a fair deal, and I think
there are other ports also that have not been
justly dealt with, ports such as Albany and
Geraldton. T have no desire o be insolent,
but I should like the Government to wake
np to o sense of responsibility and extend
justice to Esperance, especially since they
have spent a large sum of money in provid-
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ing the necessary harbour facilities. I shall
be quite satisfied if we can get a regular
steamer serviece, but without the surcharge,
which I think is iniquitous and unfair in
every way. There will be no less than 2
thousand tons per month coming through
the port of Esperance, exclusive of oil. It
behoves us to do something tangible. We
can all talk, hut talking geis us nowhere,
whereas actions speak londer than words.
Twelve months ago I met the chairman of
the Steamship Owners’ Association, and I
was promised that if the goldfields would
gnarantee 250 tons freight per month, the
boats would call into Esperance, but with a
sureharge of 10s. Seemingly, at that time a
surcharge of £125 would have heen sufficient
to induce them to call, but now I have ap-
proached them again and they tell me de-
finitely that the snrcharge will be imposed,
no matter how many tons might be earried.
That seems anomalous for, surely, if the
freight on a hoat were 500 tons or 1,000
tons there should be some redunction in the
surcharge or on a pro rata Tasis;
mstead of its being 10s. it
be only, say, 2s. 6d. per ton for 1,000 tons.
Recently I had a talk with the manager of
the Australian Glass Company about ship-
ping their felspar through Esperance. The
railways have eonceded that company 2s.
Gd. per ton freight to Fremantle, but the
Shipping Owners’ Association want that
10s. surcharge on exports as well as on im-
ports. The eurse of it all is centralisation.
The whole State of Western Australia has
been built up on a foundation of centralisa-
tion and, to an outport, eentralisation means
isolation. That is where the port of Esper-
ance has suffered. Tt is ridienlous that 47
per cent. of the population of Westein
Australia should be found within the metro-
politan area. Queensland has been de-
veloped on a very different system, the
zone system, and so there is only 31 per
cent. of her population within the metro-
politan area, which speaks well for the de-
velopment of that State. Our Premier, he-
ing member for Geraldton, is in a position
somewhat similar to my own, in that there
has been mueh more money spent in Gerald-
ton than in Esperance, and still the people
of Geraldton ave not getting the service to
which they are entitled. From what I counld
learn when I was up there, most of the re-
quirements of the distriet still come through
Fremantle, which is a ridieunlons state of

shounld

affairs. The Labour Party favours decenéra-
lisation and so, too, does the Country Party,
but further constderation will have to be
given to doing something in that regard. I
am not altogether in favour of interference
with private enterprise, but I do say that
in the development of the State the Govern-
ment have every justification for the running
of State beats. We can well imagine what
would have happcned in the North but for
the State steamers, and we ean see what is
happening in the South for want of Staie
steamers. It will be difficult for the Country
Party to implement their policy of decen-
tralisation nnless they can get competition
in teansport.

Hon, (%, G. Latham: Before the railways
were built, Esperance had its hoats.

Myr. NULSEN: Yes, before the railways
were built, but since every faeility has heen
provided at Fremantle, the hoats concentrate
there. I am told that in a lesser
degree centralisation of shipping obtains
in England. I was speaking of this to Mr.
Angwin, a former Agent General, and
he said it was much the same in England,
althongh to a lesser degree than obtains.
in Western Australin.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Yes, at Liverpool.

Mr, NULSEXN: Yos, that is what I was
informed by one who knows.

Mr. Doney: He did not know too much
abont it.

Mr. NULSEN: I think he does know
something about it, and I am sure he was
right in what be said. If Esperance were
opencd as a port, innumerable benefits
would follow. If we had a regular service
of steamers there, we would never have
less than 1,000 tons of cargo per month
eoming to Esperance. It would serve to
develop the hintertand by cheapening
eosts, Also it wonld cheapen costs in the
mining industry, and so permit of the
working of low-grade ore. It would help
the nnemployed by prolonging the life of
the mining industry. It would also make
use of the utilities already established by
the Clovernment, such as our railways,
which extend to every corner of that hin-
terland. T believe the railway to Laverton
is either the second longest or the third
longest line in Western Australia. Taxa-
tion would be helped, becanse on a per
eapita basis the goldfields pay more taxa-
tion than is paid elsewhere in the State.
It would reduce the isolation of Esperance
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and give the Esperance people a litile en-
couragement. At present they are living
under most adverse econditions. And it
must not be forgoiten that the port of
Esperance serves the largest produeing
goldfields in Australia. Western Australia
produces 80 per cent. of the gold won in
the Commonwealth. We have quite a num-
ber of road boards in the hinterland of
Esperance, one of which wrote a long let-
ter to me—I am not going to read it—
asking for the co-operation of the Esper-
ance Road Board in getting a decent road
put down between Ravensthorpe and Es-
perance; hecause Esperance is the natural
port of Ravensthorpe, but unless the people
of Ravensthorpe have a decent connecting
road, they ecannot use Esperance. They
have been asking for this road for years.
and to-morrow we ave to take a deputation
to the Minister on the subject. I hope
he will give sympathetic eonsideration to
our request. The Esperance distriet boasts
eight road boards, some of them having a
length of over 500 miles. They are: Phillips
River, Esperance, Dundas, Coolgardie, Kal-
goorlie, Menzies, Mt, Margaret, and Leonora.
Then there are also included in the area the
municipalities of Kalgoorlie and Boulder.
All members are aware of the attractions of
Esperance as a health and pleasure resort.
The climate is superb, and for sportsmen
there are fishing, shooting, tennis and a
scenie golf course the equal of which I
have never seen. The first boat, the s..
“Koomylia,” is expected on the 24th inst.
I hope her visit will be the start of a
regular service to Esperance. Seeing that
Esperance has such a huge and produe-
tive hinterland, I ask members for their
svmpathetic support of my plea, and trust
that some day Esperance will be justly
treated.

MR. BROOCKMAN (Sussex) [5.13]: I do
not wish te give offence in any way, but I
certainly intend tc refer to oune or two of
the Government departments. Before do-
ing so I wish to join with other members
in weleoming the Premier back home. I
hope his trip has done him a great deal of
grod and that he will have renewed vigour
to carry out his duties. Also I sympathise
with the Minister for Agrieultare in his
painful accident, and I trust it will not he
long before he, too, returns and will be found
-equal to taking up his duties again with-
-out delay. Coming to the Governor's Speech,
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there was net a great deal of constructive
matter in i, but at the same time we hope
that after a week or so of sitting we shall
have a better idea of what lies before us
this session. The Education Department is
the first to which 1 would refer. M.
McLarty has experieneed much the same
difficulty as I have in regard to that depart-
ment, aned the other evening he said praeti-
cally all that I wished to say myself. I want
to thank the Minister for Education for hav-
ing carried out a promise of long standing
in providing a school at Aungusta. True, the
work was not earried out as we had hoped
it would be. We bad expected a new strue-
ture, but an old building was shifted there
by the Group Settlement Department. We
felt disturbed about it because the timber
was very shaky, but eventwally a satisfac-
tory job was made of ir. There arc other
small matters in connection with edueation
that 1 hope the department will be able to
attend to during the present year, A shel-

ter shed is required at Forrest Grove. The
member for North-East Fremantle (Mr.
Tonkin) ecould support me in that,  The

children are compelled to have their meals
in the open, and in a district of such heavy
rainfall it is very distressing to the children.
The settlers are prepared to erect the
building if the department will provide
the material. At Youngarilup the school
requives lining, and a shelter shed is
needed. I hope a few pounds will be made
available for these small jobs. The par-
ents are willing to undertake the work if the
department supply the material. Busselton
is a larger cenire, having about 300 child-
ren. There a larger ground is needed and
also additional accommeodation. One elass
has to be taught in a building & mile away
from the school, a very inconvenient ar-
rangement hoth for teachers and tor child-
ren. Now I wish to speak on the ¢ld sub-
jeet of- the Agricultural Bank. On this
oceasion I am pleased to be able to say that
conditions have been greaily improved over
the last year and a half, that settlers in my
distriet are working hard and are satisfied
that the outlook is better than it was, When
travelling through the distriet I found that
most of them were contented, and I believe
they are meeting their obligations to the
Bank. Still, T cannot see much hope of suc-
cess ensuing from the present policy. To-
day each settler is running two or three
farms, which enables him to meet his obli-
gations, but presently, when all are onee
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more confined to thelr individnal blocks, I
cannot see how they ean possibly be success-
ful. Having two or three blocks, they are
able to earry sulficient stoek, bat it wounld
not he possible to carry the same number on
one block. If the development of the blocks
could be greatly increased, thev wight be
able to carry on successtully, but my opinion
15 that the holdings are definitely toe small,
and that steps will have to be taken to in-
erease the arca of pasture land.  Under
existing conditions, settlers bhave pot the
time venuisite to develop their own hold-
ings, and the mouey which should he spent
on further development is being applied to
the pavment of interest. Thus the settlers
are debarred from increasing their pastures
to the extent necessary to carry sufficient
cows to enable them to pay their way, When
travelling through my district a week ago I
attended a number of sales, and I noticed
that far too many heifer stoeck weye being
sold as fafs. For years we have heen buy-
ing cattle at high prices in order to stock
holdings, If every holding were settled to-
day, far more eattle than are available on
the settlements would be required,

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Is not there a
measnre on the statute-book to prevent the
slanghter of heifer calves?

My, BROCKMAXN: T believe so.

The Premicr: They would be under six
months,

Mr, BROCKMAN: No, I am talking of
three-year-olds that should be calving now.

The Premier: Ave they of milking strain?

Mr. BROCKMAXN: Yes, bred from stock
imported from the Eastern States, and
very good stock, too. I do not want to see
the Government placed in the position of
having to buy additional stock at high
priees.  If that is done, the settlements will
soon become over-capitalised again. I know
the answer that will be given; it will be
that this stock has aborted, but I point out
that in another 12 months those heifers
would be immune to the disease. Of course,
they would bhave to be treated, but it is pos-
sible to treat stock satisfactorily and at low
cost. Tt is to the interests of settlers to re-
tain their own stock, because we know that
any stockman becomes attached to his stock,
and it is far hetter to raise our own cattle
than te have to buy elsewhere at very high
prices.

The Premicr: What would be the average
price of those heifers?
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Mr, BROCKMAN: I hought eleven at
prices ranging from £3 to £4 17s. 6d.
I sold them again, and made a few
pounds on my bavgain, but it was
open to any buyer to do that. What
I wish to stress is that the poliey is
wrong. The fuestion of linking ap holdings
is a most important one. I have pointed out
that seftlers are at present able to meet
their liahilities because they are using two
or three holdings, but the time is coming
when they will have to go back to their own
holdings. The linking-up of blocks should
have been undertaken before this because
settlers have not ecanongh improvements of
their own to enable them to run sufficient
stock. If the linking-up were carried out,
settlers wonld be able to procced with the
development of their farms, and later di-
vide them when sons reached an age to take
up land. This would be a better policy than
bringing migrants from overseas or from
the Eastern States. Why should we not
scttle our own people before thinking of
others? I hope the Minister will give atlen-
tion to tbis matter. One seitler at Forrest
firove, & very able man, has 113 acres, and
every acre is under pasture. He has been
anxions to link his holding with a deserted
block adjoining, but has not been permitted
to do so. He has been told that he should
he able to manage on 113 acres. When that
settler is confined to his own bloek, he will
probably have to leave, because he will not
he able to meet the heavy commitments
agninst his bolding. I believe that his hold-
ing has not been written down at all, The
member  for North-East  Fremantle is
acnuainted with that settler and knows what
an asset men of that type are to the State.
They are the type that should he given all
possible consideration. During the last three
or four vears we have engaged in a system
of land development by unemploved single
men, and to this I wish to refer from a
group settlement point of view. It is a
waste of public money to employ men on
clearing land and then allow the clearing to .
revert to nature. A few months ago I saw
land that had been eleared three or four
vears befere being re-cleared hecause the
serab had grown up. Had that land been
treated with super and put under grass at
the time, the State would have been reaping
the benefit instead of having to find addi-
tional money for further development.
Quite a lot bas appeared in the Press during
the last few months about the Agrienltural -
Bank, but T do not intend to deal with those -
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matters to-day. A few settlers are not satis-
fied, but most of them can mect their obli-
gations at present, nlthough I am sure they
will find this impossible when they are eon-
fined to their individual holdings. The
member for Murray-Wellington (Mr. Me-
Larty) spoke of the need for workers' howes
in the eountry, and I, too, hope that some-
thing will be done. For two or three vears
I have been trying to secure the erection of
n few workers’ homes in my eleetorate, but
have not been able to get any satisfaction.
I was told I would have to wait a full 12
months, but I have waited more than that
period without results. I hope that money
will be made available this year so that rea-
sonable homes may be provided for workers
in country distriets, The subject of primary
produets I shall refer to when the Estimates
come down. I again have on my notes that
hardy annual, the Cave House. I do not
know whether what is needed in that respect
will be done this year, but I hope so. I
feel bound to congratulate the Main Roads
Board on their work in connection with
roads in the South-West during the past 12
months, In the eave district they have pro-
vided access for tourists. The only thing now
needed for an up-to-date tourist resort is a
new bunilding. The Government have reno-
vated the old structure to such an extent as
te make it habitable, but that is all I ean
say. I trust a new building will be erected
in the near future. An amount for
it was on last yeat’s Estimates, and 1 hope
that this year the money will be spent. I
hope also that the Government will see their
way to supply some of the other wants of
my distriet. First of all, bowever, let them
construct that long-needed edifice, a new
Cave House.

MR, STYANTS (Kalgoorlie} [5.32]: Be-
fore proeeceding to deal with the general
position of the State and with two or three
matters of importance to my electorate, I
desire to refer to certain remarks which
have been made on the eontinuance or the
abolition of the debate on the Address-in-
reply. This is my seeond session of Par-
Jioment, and I desire to state that T am
guite indifferent ‘whether the debate iz
continued or diseontinuned. However, while
it remains the custom to have such a de-
bate, T intend to avail myself of the oppor-
tunity it affords to discuss certain matters.
T fail to see that speaking on the Address-
in-teply unduly delays the House. While
realising that mueh of what is said on the
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Address-in-reply could be said on the Esti-
mates, I hold that a member speaking on
the former does not unduly delay the busi-
ness of Parliament so long as he does not
repeat himself on the Estimates. The first
feature of the Governor’s Speech to at-
tract my attention by its absence was any
reference to the re-introduetion of a Fair
Rents Bill. That matter is of vital im-
portance to the goldfields. If there is any
portion of Western Australia in which
rack-renting takes place, it is the Eastern
Goldfields. The representative of Wiluna
will probably bear out the fact that on that
goldfield also extortionate rents are being
charged for dwelling houses. Therefore
I hope the Government have not abandoned
the idea of re-introducing that legislation,
if not for the whole State, at any rate for
goldfields areas. If the Government do not
intend to re-introduce their Bill, T shall
certainly bring down a private Fair Rents
Bill to operate on goldfields only. One as-
pect of the speech of the Leader of the
Opposition which attracted my attention
was the manner in which he denied any
right to an inerease in the basic wage. It
is remarkable that some prominent publie
men of this community cannot resist the
urge to discountenance any proposal having
for its objective the raising of the basie
wage. I remember reading, long before I
was a member of this House, in the publie
Press and in “Hansard” ga historic speech
delivered by the Leader of the Opposition
at York, in the course of which he is
alleged to have advoeated the reduetion of
the State basic wage fo the level of the
Federal basic wage.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I am glad you said
“‘alleged,’’ beeause J have contradicted
that statement so often and am sick of
listening to it.

Mr. STYANTS: That may be so.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I do not, however,
believe in giving to those already provided
for, expensive part-time employment.

Mr. STYANTS: It seems to have become
almost traditional with the hon. gentleman
to oppose any raising of the workers' stan-
dard of living.

Mr. Hughes: Did not you vote against
reduction of faxation for the man on £4
a week?

Mr. STYANTS: The next subject I wish
to deal with is the gold mining industry,
the chief industry in my electorate and
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the surrounding distriets. It is gratify-
ing to note that there has been a general
inerease not orly in the number of men
employed, but also in the amount of gold
prodaced. Whilst we can congratulate gur-
seives npon the substantial inerease in gold
production over the last four or five years,
still it is interesting to recall that during
the decade 1830 to 1860 Australia produced
401, per cent. of the world’s gold yield.
Tn 1929 Australia’s percentage of the
world’s gold output had dropped from 40l
to 218. Though during the next five years,
to 1934, il increased to 3.22 per eent., siill
the fact remains that during recent years
our gold production has not kept pace with
our former average of the world’s gold
production. The average annual produe-
tion of gold in Australia from 1850 to 1920,
a period of 70 years, was 2,000,000 onnces,
So that the Australian production of
836,609 ounces during last year still leaves
1s considerably below the average obtain-
ing during the 70 years from 1850 to 1920,
That result, however, is only natural, be-
cause gold is not a commodity like wheat or
wool, reproducing itself. Onece gold has
been taken out of a mine, the mine is so
much poorer, and the reserve wealth of the
State becomes so much less. The chief
producers of gold during 1934, it is interest-
ing to note, were the Union of South Afriea
with 10,500,000 ounces, Canada with
3,000,000 ounces, the Soviet Union of Russia
with 4,250,000 ounces, the United States of
Anerica with 2,730,000 ounces, and Aus-
tratia with 886,609 ounces. It has been
stated both publiely and privately that
nowadays the average miner will not work
as industriously as he did a few years ago.
From the report of the Mines Department,
however, I find that the average tonnage of
ore raised per man on our various goldficlds,
ecomprising 17 distriets, during 1935 was
250.74 tons per man working underground,
or an average of 133.37 tons taking an ave-
rage of the men employed on the surface and
underground; whereas in 1936, despite the
assertion that owr miners do not now work
as industriously as they did previously, the
tonnage per man underground had increased
from 239 to 307, and the tonnage of the
average numbcer of men employed both
above and below ground had increased from
133 to 158. It will be said, and with a cor-
tain amount of justification. that improved
machinery and improved methods of mining
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would be respousible for a portion of the in-
crease. As an offset to that, however, it
must be borne in mind that the mines are
constantly getting deeper. If ore is being
hauled from 3,000 feet, it takes eorrespond-
ingly longer to get that ore to the surface as
compared with ove hauled from 1,500 or
1,000 feet. Again, it is interesting fo note
the amount of gold produced per man. In
1935 the average produetion per man under-
ground was 57.88 ounces, and taking the
average of the men hoth above and below
ground the production was 45.26 ounces. In
193G that production increased from 87.88
to 105.15 ounces per man underground.
Tuking the men above and below ground, it
had inereased from 45 ounces to 54 ounces
per man. Thus it will be seen that the in-
sinnation made against the Aunstralian gold
miner, that to-day he will not work as he
previously did, is quite unfounded. The
number of men employed in the gold in-
dastry increased from 14,708 in 1935
to 15,696 in 1936, an increases of 988. An-
other feature of mining I wish to deal with
iz the continued high percentage of acei-
dents, fatal and servious, that are taking
place. Tn 1935 there were 30 fatal accidents,
and in 1936 the number had risen to 38. In
1935 there were 953 serious aceidents, and in
1936 there were 1,405, No doubt it will he
said that there is a certain amount of cx-
planation for the greater number of acei-
dents in view of the 988 additional men em-
ployed, who would be conducive towards in-
creasing the number of aceidents, both fatal
and serious, on a percentage basis; but
when we look at the percentage of accidents

for the total of wmen emploved hoth
in 1935 and in 1936, we find that
the average of 196 per thousand in

1935 inereased to 2.28 per thensand in 1936.
It iz to be noted that 2.28 per thousand
is the highest percentage of aceidents
on reeord in our gzold mining industry.
Looking at the eauses of accidents we find
that it appears to be much more dangerons
underground than on the surface., Ont of
a total number of 30 deaths in the industry
in 1935, 27 oceurred underground. In 1936
out of 38 fatalities, 35 ocenrred under-
ground. Out of 953 men injured in 1933
795 were injured underground. In 1936,
1,174 out of 1,405 injured received their
injuries underground. It is also interest-
ing to read, as set out in the reports of the
Mines Department, the eircumstances sur-
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rounding the various accidents. Some ap-
pear to be due to negleet in regard to
ordinary precautions, such as using the
cartridge system. Others appear to be due
to just bad luck and misadventure, while
sonte appear to be due to gross negligence
in allowing regulations to be flouted, and
unecertiticated men to de highly dangerous
work. I hope there will be substantial im-
provement so far as this phase of mine
work is concerned in the future. The num-
ber of deaths and serious accidents in the
goldmining industry eonstitute the highest
toll of huwmnan life for any one cause in
this State, except those killed and maimed
by motor traffic on our roads, and I hope
that there will not he a continuance of
the present high percentage of both fatal
and serious accidents which have been fak-
ing place in the gold mines in Western
Australia during the last four or five years.
It 1s interesting to look at the statisties
regarding gold produetion from 1932 to
1936, to compare the output and the valne
of it and the dividends received by the
shareholders of the various eompanies. In
1932 we produced 606,000 fine ozs., and
that gradually rose to 846,000 ozs. in 1936.
The value inereased from £4.404,000 in
1932, to £7,374,000 in 1936. The dividends
increased from £321,000 in 1932 to £1,102,-
000 in 1936. The various percentages were
as follows:—Production inereased 40 per
cent. from 1932 to 1936; the value increased
66 per cent., while the dividends inereased
330 per eent. It was the people who were
getting those dividends who told the re-
presentatives of the Chamber of Mines in
another place that they were unable to
provide fair and decent working conditions
as far as ventilation was concerned in the
mines of this State. I want to deal with
the matter of ventilation of mines. We
must all of us realise the position of the
indnstry immediately before the increase
in the priee of gold. The industry was in
the doldrums, and the money which should
have heen spent in a wise development of
the nines had been paid out in dividends
and gone outside the State. The Govern-
ment in some instances were being ealled
upon to go to the assistance of the com-
panies. and it is an established fact that when
conditions are bad in any industry the
opportunity of cmplovees to get decent
conditions or improvements in conditions is
practically nil. As a maiter of fact, the
condition of the employees when an in-
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dustry is depressed iz eonsiderably wors-
ened, and that was the case with the min-
ers in the Eastern Goldfields. Ventilation
is an important faetor as far as work un-
derground is concerned. Prior to 1931 and
for a numher of vears the following clause
operated in agreements covering the wages
and conditions in the goldmining indnstry:

Xo persons ghall be allowed te work for a
longer period than six hours on any part of the
underground workings of a mine when the tem-
perature in that part aseertained by the read-
ing of the wet bulb thermometer e¢xceeds 76
degrees fahrenheit for a period of four con-
secutive hours. The reading of the thermo-
meter shall bg aacertained at intervals of one
half hour over four hours, and the average of
such readings shall he taken as the temperature
during that period. The Inspector of Mines
shall take readings when required to do so
hy any worker or by the sceretary of the uaion.
The manager of the mine shall provide a wet
bulb thermometer.

The Chamber of Mines drove a very hard
hargain in the matter of temperatures and
the six-hour shift. ¥t will be remembered
that the basie wage dropped from £4 6s. to
£3 18s. abont 1931 in Kalgoorlie, and the
bargain driven by the Chamber of iMines
was that if the men were prepared to for-
go the provisions of the particular claunse
relating to temperatures, their wages would
not be reduced. To my mind it is in this
connection that the miners made a mistake.
They were prepared to sell their working
eonditions for a monetary consideration,
and it is my opinion, and the opinion of
many of those working in the industry
now, that no amount of money can
compensate a man for the loss of
his working conditions oand the eon-
sequent  eflfect it has upon his health.
This clanse did operate for many years
prior to 1931, but the miners decided that
they were prepared to barter their working
conditions for the sake of keeping up their
nionetary payments. It was stated at that
time that the elanse would affect some 30
or 50 plaees. That was in 1931, Just how
many it would affect now it is possible to
surmise from the figures which were sup-
plied to the representatives of the Chamber
of Mines in another place when the elause
demanding a variation of 3 degrees between
the wet and dry bulb was introduced in this
Chamber last session. The figures supplied
showed fhe temperature in 17 places from

the 1.800-ft. level in the Lake View
and Star mine down to the 3,000-ft.
level. Had it been stll in foree, in
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ten out of 17 of those places the men would
not have becn allowed to work for more
than 6G-hour shifts. One might ask why was
that elause put in the mine workers' regula-
tions and why it operated prior to 1931. Of
course it was put there because experts con-
sidered that when the wet bulb registered
more than 76 degrees it was unhealthy for
a man to work there for a greater period
than six hours, and in addition it caused the
compantes to pay striet attention to tempera-
tures.  Immediately that eclause was
abolished a jump took place as far as tem-
peratures were concerned.

Mr. Marshall: They would nof bother
about ventilation if they could work the men
a full eight hours.

Mr. STYANTS: Last session the Govern-
ment introduced a measure which, had it
passed another place, would have had the
offcet of compelling a varviation of three
tlegrees between the wet and dry bulb when
the wet bulb exceeded 76 degrees. T think
everyone knows that the wet bulh registers
the amount of moisture and the humidity in
any given place, while the dry hulb registers
temperatnre. There is no great difficulty
attached to getting that varintion. Al that
is required is a cirenlation of air in any
particular place to get a variation between
the two bulbs, and three degrees is regarded
by experts as being a very moderate varia-
tion. In South Afriean mines where most
of the men emploved underground &re
voloured, it is demanded that s¢ many eubie
feet per minutes must pass through every
working place underground, hut the regula-
tions in the Mines in Western Australia
consider sufficient air is passing through the
working place if the flame of a candle is
dleflected from the perpendicular. Anyone
who has tried to keep a candle alight out of
doors will realise what a slight breeze is ve-
quired to deflect a flame from the perpendi-
cnlar. The mining companies and their
representatives state that the conditions of
ventilation have improved and are improv-
ing. They eannot have it both ways. They
claimed in the first place that the industry
cauld not earry on if the femperature clause
introduced last vear had been earried. That
is an admission that the ventilation in the
mines had not been improved. Had the
ventilation been improved there wonld bave
been no need to make threats of diveet action
to the effect that the mines would close down
—in other words, declare a lock-out against
the men working helow the 1,800 fect level.
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There would have been no need to take that
course had there been o distinet improve-
ment, and had the temperatore clause de-
siemed to make conditions more favourable
and hearable for their emplovees been
passed. If a man is continually inhaling
volumes of dust, he eannot do justice to his
employer, and in a very short time instead
of being a producing unit, he becomes a
charge on the community, We all know
that if we are well, or have that Kruschen
feeling, we are able t¢ do more and better
work than if we were in a condition of being
run down., It is a public duty which should
be performed, and it is also a good invest-
ment for the emplover to see that his em-
plovees are in a good stute of health. I
dexive to read some ecomments by Mr
Phoenix, whe was senior inspector of mines
for a number of years. Un the subjeet of
the ventilation of mines, this is what he
SHVE I—

It is not right that any mannger should be
allowed to employ men under bad conditions
<« o All practicuble weasures should be taken
to obviate the incidence of miners’ phthisis by
preventing inhalation of dust, the contamina-
tion of mine air by fumes of cxplosives and
other impurities, and contrelling the risk of
infection among mipers. Where, in spite of
all precantions, n miner contracts this disease
his employer should he enlled upon to answer
for it.

Although the gold mining industry has
now a penalty clavse to deal with employees
who, without the consent of the management,
cease work to attend the funeral of a work-
mate killed on the job, there is yet no
penalty clause or regulation to deal with a
management whose negleet in the matter of
ventilation leads to the vontraction of
niners’ phthisis. And this is an omission
which must he rectified.

My, Phoenix also wrote:

“fA great denl has been written about the
dangers of dust inhalation, but much wmore
should Le spent in its prevention. The time
has arrived when we must consider any man-
agement enlpable and incompetent where those
dangers exist in a marked degree.'’

In the latest award which has been issued
for the gold mining industry there is a
penalty elanse to deal with any man who
absents himself from duty without permis-
sion of the management whilst attending the
funeral of a mate who perhaps was killed on
shift with him; but there is no penalty pro-
vision for the management for neglecting to
attend the ventilation clauses and so subjeci-
ing a man to the liability of contracting
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miners’ phthisis. That is an omission which
shiould not be permitied to exist. I desire
briefly to deal with the railways, although
perhaps there may be a befter opportunity
to discuss that depavtment when the Esti-
mates are before us and when, perhaps, we
shall have also more detailed information
supplied by the department. I notice that
we are still pursuing the suicidal poliey with
reward fo the loan indebtedness eapital
account. The poliey adopted many years
ago is being continued to-day, in that no
provision 1s made for sinking fund, and the
lamentable position is ereated that the assets
tor the loans floated in the early history of
the State have disappeaved, Sleepers and
very often rails have disappeared, and the
department are being called uvpon to find
interest on the money horrowed to put down
the original lines in the State. It is a false
policy that is being adopted. If a man in
the road transport business buys a mator
truck for the cuonveyance of goods, he
spreads the cost of that truck over a period
for which he thinks the effective lite of that
truck will he, and at the end of the period
of its effeetive usefulness, he will have re-
couped himself for the outlay. That is the
system that should be adopted by the rail-
ways. We find the earnings per train mile
were 133d. and the working expenses, with-
ont interest, 100.84d. per mile. The invvease
for 1935 was from 95.42; hut we find that
the earnings show a profit over working ex-
penses of 321%d. per teain mile: we find alvo
that the interest averages 38.82d., which
lezves a deficit of something ke Gd. per
train mile. It works ont roughly that the
railways to-day are called upon to pay 38
per cent. inferest. It is a wonderful business
that can pay 38 per cent, and show a profit.
The earnings over working expenses totalled
£841,044, the interest was £1,008,554, leaving
a defleit of £166,610. A matter that struck
me s heing peculinr, but which may reason-
ably be explained, is that while the amount
dehited to eapital account has inereased hy
over £1,000,000 in four vears, we are paying
sumething like £7,000 less in interest. Of
course the explanation msay be the econver-
sion of the loans to a lower rate of interest.
There is not the slightest doubt about it,
however, that our eapital account has in-
ereased by over a million in four years, and
that is a seriong position, when we take info
consideration that the assets have decreased
over those four vears. It is pleasing to
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know that the passenger journeys in the
same period have inereased from 12,421,527
to 12,708,583, It would bhe interesting to
have those passenger journeys divided wp to
show the relative position of the first and
second eclass totals. An slarming feature is
the loss shown in the number of rolling steck
and locomotives, whilst the capital account
has inereasad by over a million. We find
that the locomotives operating to-day num-
ber three less than was the case in 1933. In
the same vear we had 483 passenger vehicles
and in 1%37 the number was 485, a decreass
of eight. As fur as goods vehicles are con-
cerned, we find that in 1033 there were
11,038 and in 1937 the namber had dwindled
to 10,878, n decrease of 160. Four-wheeled
trucks decreased from 13,357 to 13,24, a
diffevence of 113. This is a serious position
in a young country like ours, and it should
not be allowed to continme. There must be
an end to if, otherwise wg will find that im-
mediately we get a good harvest, there wiil
not be sufficient locomative power or trucks
to transport the wheat quickly to the sea-
hoard so that advantage may be faken of
wood prices that may be prevalent at the
time, There ix another matter on whieh I did
not intendt to touch, but it was referred to by
the member for Claremont (Mr. North) and
later by the member for Murray-Wellington
{(Mr. MeLarty), This was the matier of the
loss of population and the deeline in the
birth rate in Anstralia. This is a most seri-
ous problem which should reeeive the atten-
tion of the legislators throughout the Com-
monwealth. On looking up the statistics we
find that in Western Austvalia the birth rate
per thousand of the mean population for
the year 10901 was 30.39, and it had dropped
in 1934 to 17.66. In 1935 there was a slight
inerease, the figures being 18.23. Taking
the whole of Australia for 1901. the birth
rate per thousand of the mean population
was 27.16. In 1934 it had decreased to
16.39, and in 1935, the latest statisties avail-
able, there was a slight inerease to 16.53.
From 1912 onwards, with the exeeption of
the year 1920, there hax been a continuous
decline. I have been looking up the statis-
ties of the nations of the world and I have
taken out a few dealing with the years 1908
to 1913. We find that in that period
Soviet Russia’s figure was 45 and in
1935 it had dropped to 42 The
decline in  the fizures of the other
countries are—Japan 32 to 29, Ttaly 32 to
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23, Ireland 23 to 19, Germany 29 to 18,
Denmark 27 to 17, Scotland 26 to 17, Bel-
gium 23 to 16, Switzerland 24 to 16, Franee
19 to 15, Great Britain and Ireland 24 to
13, Norway 26 to 14, Sweden 24 to 13. The
United States figures were not available
for 1908-1913 but the birth rate in 1933
wis only 17 per thousand of the mean
population, The Argentine’s figures were
27 to 25, Australia 27 to 16, and Czecho-
slavakia 21 to 17. There is not the slightest
doubt about it that the position is very
scerious, We have Soviet Russia as the only
country showing the greatest natural increase.
The birth rate of that country is 300 per
cent, higher than ours, that of Japan is
nbout double, Italy is about double, Ger-
many is slightly higher, and France lower,
while the United States is about on a par
with ours. We must realise that we shall
have to build up our nation with people
of our own race, otherwise we shall ve
swamped by a race from other countries,
Only by peopling Australia with our own
race ran we prevent invasion. It is my
considered opinion that theve is only one
thing that stands hetween Australia and
invasion and that is the British Navy.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And the Labour
Party refused to assist that Navy outside
Australia.

Mr. STYANTS : If the hon. member wants
to fight for the Japanese or the Chinese, he
has a perfeet right to do so.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That is a new idea.

Nitting suspended from 6.13 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. STYANTS: T was pointing out that a
great population would not preserve the
nation from invasion. The fact of having a
large population Llas not saved countries
from invasion in the past, and will not save
them in the future. The possession of a
large population did not prevent the inva-
sion of Franee in 1914, and did not prevent
the annexation of Abyssinia, and is not pre-
venting the invasion of China fto-day,
although that country has a population of
hundreds of millions. I would prefer to see
Australia  populated with 7,000,000 people
who were well fed, well clothed and pros-
perous rather than 14,000,000 people who
were not healthy, well fed, or well clothed,
living in slam conditions. Buat there is no
reason why Australia should not earry a
population of 14,000,000 living under condi-
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tions that we all desire. This brings me to
the main point of my speech. The statistics
were intended simply to lead up to the more
important subjeet of child endowment which
was mentioned by the member for Murray-
Wellington (Mr. MeLarty). I am not an ad-
voeate of large families, heeause I believe it
can be overdone, bat I consider it is neces-
sary that families in the British Empire
should have a larger average than they have
to-day. One of the weaknesses of the basic
wage system is that it makes provision for
no more than a man, his wife and two
children. What about the children in a
family over and above two in number? If a
family consists of more than two children,
they are unprovided for, and consequently
the additional children lower the standard of
the others. If a man and his wife have two
children, and then a third ehild arrives, the
standard of the wife, hushand and two chil-
dren must necessarily be reduced. We should
introduce legislation to provide for children
in excess of the number for which the basie
wage allows. I eannot agvee that it is alto-
gether a matter of economies that is limiting
the size of families. Generally speaking,
those people in  poorer financial ecircum-
stances have the largest families. There are
many parents so situated that they conld
easily have one or two more children; they
have one child, and sometimes two children.
In considering those hreadwinners who are
on the basic wage, or on a margin slightly
over the hasic wage, we have to hear in
mind some of the disabilifics suffered by
married people with large families. The
greatest disability is the constant dread of
unemployment. Parents think serviously be-
fore inereasing the size of the family when
there is no guarantee that the breadwinner ig
likely to remain in constant employment.
Duaring the depression many people who
could reasonably have expected to remain in
constant employment found themselves sud-
denly thrown out of work, and they had to
live on the dole, or accept employment at
sustenance rates. That, I think, is the
greatest bar to parents incrcasing the size of
their families. Another factor is the extor-
tionate rents charged for houses. We might
give consideration to that matter in order to
ensure that married eouples might get homes
at a reasonable rental that would provide a
fair return on the eapital invested in the
building of those homes. Parents with large
families—sometimes parents with only one
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child—-ave not always acceptable to house
owners as tenants. I have often seen in the
Kalgoorlie newspaper notices of houses to
let, stipulating that children were not ac-
ceptable. That is another har; parents with
large families find it difficult to rent a home
at any price or under any conditions. Then
there is the matter of heavy indireet taxa-
tion. Exeise and Customs duties bear heavily
on a man with a large fawily, who are large
consumers of the nevessaries of life. There is
the cost of feeding, clothing and educating
the children, for which the father of a large
family gets no more than does the man who
has enly a wife, or a wife and one ehild, to
support. Another disadvantage, apart from
the consequent lower standavd of living, 1s
the limitation of reereation, and the limita-
tion of the ordinary pleasures of Tife. Al
these eonsiderations deter people from
having large families. Tt is diffieult to find a
remedy for this state of affairs. Compulsion
would not he warranted or desirable, but we
shonld assist pavents who have children in
numbers execeding those provided for under
the basic wage declarations. There are two
sehemes operating in Australia. The first of
which I have been able to find any record is
the scheme of child endowment introduced in
England in 1795, Over various periods, ehild
endowment sehemes have operated. The first
record of sueh a scheme in Australia apphies
to New Sonth Wales, which scheme, intro-
duced in 199, provided for a flat hasic wage
for a man and his wife, and 5s. per week
endowment for each child, the maximum to
be €3 per week over the basic wage. The
Bill, however, was rejected. Nothing more
was heard on the subject in  New South
Wales until the session of 1926-27, when it
was proposed to provide a basic wage for a
man and his wife, plus child allowanee of 5s.
per week in respect of each dependent, ehild,
snbjeet to the provision that child allow-
ances would be paid only to the extent by
which the total earnings of the worker and
the family fell short of the sum represented
by the basie wage, plus child atlowance at
the rate of 3s. per week for each child under
the age of 14 years. The basic wage in New
South Wales at the time was £4 5s. a week,
so that a worker with three children on a
wage of £5 a week would not receive any
assistance. e would receive 5s. a week if a
fourth child arrived. Those payments eom-
menced on the 1st September, 1927, but an
amending measure was introduced on the
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23rd December 1929 providing that child en-

. dowment should be 3s. per week for each

child wunder 14 except one in the family.
The money necessary for the payment of
the endowment scheme in New South
Wales in 1930 was made up by a levy
on the wages bhill of all employees to the
the fune of one per eent. This
was altered from the 30th June, 1831, and
was made 2 per cent. until the 1st January,
1932, Then a rate of 3d. in the pound on
all wages above £3 per weck was levied.
The total amount of the levy collected dur-
ing 1932 was £2,409,034; the payments made
amounted to £2,105,659, apd the number of
Tamilies who benefited was 63,072. The levy
was disecontinned as from the 1st January,
1934, and the cost of the endowment scheme
in that State is now met from Consolidated
Revenue, That is one scheme in operation
in Australia to-day. Whilst the New Sonth
Wales people were the first o diseuss and
bring lLefore Parliament a Bill for a fund
for child endowment, the first actual pay-
ments under a child endowment scheme were
made in Awustralia by the Commonwealth
Public Service on the 1lst November, 1920,
The scheme provided for 5s. weekly
for cach dependent child under 14, with
a limitation of salary, plus allowance, of
£400 per annum. In 1933 the Publie Service
Avbitrator confirmed this as a permanent
allowance, and a fund to rovide the neces-
sary finance was created by deducting the
average value of the pavment from the basie
wage of all adult officers, <o that the officers
themselves are providing the funds from
which the payments are made. The average
deduction from the salavies of adult officers
during the first vear was £11, but to-day it
ts £12 per annum.  Payvments are now
limited to officers whose salary does not ex-
eced £500 a vear inclusive of the endowment
allowanee for children. The Federal Gov-
ernment ealled a econference in June, 1927,
to consider this question from a national
standpoint. As a result of the deliberations
at that time it was decided to refer the ques-
tion to a Royal Commission, The Commis-
sion sat but were not unanimeus in their
findings. They produeced a minority as well
as a majority report. At a conference of
Commonwealth and State Ministers, held at
Canherra in  May, 1929, the two reports
were considered. The minority report advo-
cated an allowance finaneed entirely £from the
proceeds of taxation. The Commonwealth
Government were uot prepared to agree to
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that, but did agree with the majority re-
port that the question should not he separ-
ated from the control of the basie wage over
which the Commonwealth had noe power, and
over which the States were not prepared to
give them the power. It was generally
agreed that the matter was one for the State
{tovernments to deal with. The Federal Gov-
cernment decided to have nothing more to do
with child endowment at that time. As a
result of the deliberations of the Common-
wealth Government and the State Ministers
it was decided ghat this was a proper meas-
ure for any State Government to introduce
if they thought fit. I have always been an
advocate of granting some extra allowance
1o people who have children in excess of the
number provided for in our basic wage de-
claration. If any Government will introduce
such a measure I will be a strong supporter
of it.

MR. McDONALD {West Perth) [7.45]:
I feel that the Commonwealth is on the eve
of a great forward advancement in social
legislation. T am veferring to the proposal
for national insurance in respeet of old
age, sickness, unemployment, widows and
orphans, Under the Federal system
such as we have it the introduction of
such a scheme would meet with a cer-
fain amount of diffieulty, and how far
such 2 scheme can be introduced will con-
stitute something of a test of our Federal
svslem, T sincerely hope it will not break
down under the strain. I feel sure that the
public of Australia have for a long time
thought that a weasure of social reform of
this kind has been overdue. We know that
in most countries it has been in existence
for many years, countries that we actually
vegard as far bohind uws in  humanitavian
legislation. In England the system has been
in foree since 1911. 1 hope this Govern-
ment and this Parliament  will use every
possible endeavour to ensure that the
scheme does not fall to the ground through
any disagreement between the parties which
might he overcome by some give-and-take
necessary to the introduetion of the
scheme. T feel that when this scheme is in-
auguarated, as the public are demanding it
shall be, we shall have an opportunity fo
review our whole system of unemployment
and of help to those who are in need of State
assistanee, in the light of the benefits that
will be ereated and provided by national in-
sarance. It may relieve ultimately, if not
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at first, the hurden laid upon the State. In
any case it will give us the chance to over-
haul our scheme of unemployment assist-
anece, and relief to widows and orphans, and
I hope place those people on a better basis.
The main thing for every State and the
Commonwealth to strive for at the present
juncture is to cusure that the scheme does
not break down through some objection
which might be overcome by a certain
amount of reasonableness on the part of the
various parties concerncd. Now I propose
to deal with a very fow of what T may call
the major problems of the State.  One
which is always with us is the matter of
finance. Our finances have shown a grati-
fying recovery; but we had £400,000 more
revenue last year than we estimated, and
although the Commonwealth grant to the
State was reduced by £300,000, we should
have finished up with a surplus of £100,000
had it not heen, as the Premier has stated,
for certain additional inescapable expendi-
ture above the expendifure for which the
Budget was made up. As far as the ordinary
individual and the ordinary private business
ave eoncerned, if there is unexpeefed expen-
diture they are mainly compelled to offset
it by some degrec of saving in other diree-
tions, As far as the State is concerned, some
of the added expenditure, at all events, was
something that we could uot possibly avoid:
but what T do not feel certaiu about, and I
do not think the people at large feel certain
ahont, is whether we might not have done
motre to oftset that inereased expenditure
by economies that could be ndepted without
injury to the State. We have to look at that
aspect of the matter because in 1933 we
passed an Aet—which no one is likely to
forget—to impose a financial emergency
tax.  That tax is now, in round figures,
£1,000,000 a year, and represents, if it were
added to our irecome tax, something like
quadrupling the income tax. I mean thai
taxation from income tax and finaneial
emergency taxation together represent three
or four times what the income tax would
have been had there hieen no finaneial emer-
geney tax. 1 cannot see any prospect of
substantial reduetion in taxation in {he near
future. We may just as well aceept that
fact. But the public are asking why, if
there has Leen some restoration of prosper-
ity and some lifting of the depression, a tax
called a financial emergeney tax is still im-
posed, bringing in such an enormous amount
of revenue compared with our ordinary in-
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come tax. T think the people ave asking,
and not unreasonably asking, the Govern-
ment and Parliament why this large addi-
tional taxation called financial emergency tax
is still being retained. As I said, T do not see
much prospect of any major reduetion in
taxation: baf I do consider that we could
do more as a Parliament to ascertain how
far we might be able to reduce expenditure
in some directions. In Britain, sinee Mr.
(ladstone’s time and operating to-day,
there is a body known as the Public Ae-
counts Committee. The committee exam-
ine the public acconnts every year, not be-
fore hut after the Budget; and the comn-
mittee’s mission is to see as far as possible
that the expenditure has been on the lines
which were authorised by Parliament.
Aceording te a book on English parliamen-
tary practice, of which I forget the name
buat which wa< wriften by a former Under-
Secretary in the English ecivil serviee, the
Public Aceonnts Committee have worked
extraordinarily well. The composition of
the committee is 15 members of the Hounse
of Commons, nsually with the Leader of
the Opposition as chairman, officials of
various departments who are called into
consultation, the heads of the Treasury,
and other permanent officials. The com-
mittee are not only a check on the aceounts
but also a means of suggesting worthwhile
economies to the (iovernment. The writer
of the textbook says that the committee
have operated in a non-party spirit, and
have proved a great success in the admin-
istration of the financial affairs of Great
Britain. If we had something of the same
kind heve, it might assist whatever Gov-
ernment might be in power in the control
of fnances: and we would also be satis-
fying the public and ourselves that the
whole of the energy and initiative of all
the members of Parliament was being ad-
dressed towards the matter of prudent fin-
ance, T would also like to see small com-
mittees attached to the big spending de-
partments, committees consisting of, say,
a member from each side of the House or
from eaeh party. Such committees might
he attached to the Department of Publie
Works and to other departments coneerned
with the expenditure of Loan Funds, be-
canse the commitiees might be able to
make valuable suggestions to the respee-
tive Ministers as to means by which money
conld be saved. Similar committees at-
tached to the State Trading Concerns and
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the Railway Department might also make
valuable suggestions as the result of being
in toush with the proposals of those de-
partments. The Auditor General in his
last report to Parliament said he wished Lo
sound a note of warning as to our loan ex-
penditure. He pointed out that while we
had the advantage of a reduction in our
interest bill through suecessful reconversions,
the added moneys which we are borrowing
are going to bring the interest hill up
again, and that if we have, as seemed
likely a short time ago. a tendenecy towards
increased rates for (fovernment loans, our
interest would soon be a heavy drain on
the exchequer. The Aunditor General said
it was absolutely inmcumbent upon Parlia-
ment, and upon the (fovernment which is
responsible for that, to ensure that loan
moneys ave spent as far as possible iu re-
productive undertakings. If we had a
committee to eonsult with Ministers, that
body might, with members of the House,
agsist in ensuring that loan moneys went
into works which would give the best pros-
peet of relieving the future intervest hill
and providing sinking fund for repayment
of loans. Now let me turn for a moment
to the matter of unemployment. The real
position is that unemployment as viewed
by the State or the public or country has
undergone a revolution in the last few
vears in Australia. Before the depression
the poliey of the State as regards unem-
ploved was a policy of laissez fairve. We
simply said, ‘“We take no responsihility
for unemployment.”” Bnt since the de-
pression the State has been eompelled, and
properly so, to assume a responsibility for
the unemploved man and his wife and chil-
dven. Tt has heen found—and T sop-
pose this has always heen the case—that
in apite of returning prosperity, there is
going to be a certain number or pereentage
of unemployed who will persist as unem-
ployed in spite of any degree of prosperous

conditions, what has heen termed by
one writer the hard core of unem-
ployiuent, composed largely of clderly
men, or men who throngh some physi-
eal or mental lack of ability ean-
not be fitted again into employment.

Those men are going to remain with us per-
manently. Therefore, in the light of what
is now proposed regarding national insur-
ance, we shall have to model our system
to meet the position. We shall require to
have a very elastic and open mind as to
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what we shall do with those who will not fit
into the scheme of things even when eom-
paratively prosperous conditions return. I
do not know quite what eould be done, but
it may be possible to give them some parti-
eular type of employment under Govern-
ment augpiees, even though it may not be
reproductive, that will enable them to do
some work that will keep them from idle-
ness and make them feel that they are doing
gomething to earn their living. Avrising out
of that phase, I desive briefly to refer to the
emplovment of youth. I regret exceedingly
the illness of the Royal Commissioner, Mr.
Wolil, who has been a very capable officer
of the Crown. Possibly his ill-health may
he due to the faet that he is un extremely
hard worker and may now be feeling the
strain of his efforts. I think that at all costs
we must do more for the young people of
the State, even if it should mean sacvifices
on the part of the older people. If there
is to be any choice and money should be
short, it is the older prople that should go
short and the younser oncs shounld get their
chanee, A moment’s reflection will demon-
strate that any other poliey will strike at the
very foundation of the suceess of our pre-
sent system of government. It is of the
utmost importance that the young prople
who. in a few years time, will be in control
of the affairs of the country shall grow
up with that healthy and balanced mental
outlook that can only he attained if they
had work and discipline to help them
in the battle of life. We 1must there-
fore provide tor them an opportunity
to learn some sort of tvade, even though
it may mean an alteration to our present
apprenticeship system, a more gencrous
allowanee respecting those who go into the
varions trades and learn the eallings of
artisans and although it may mean some
relaxation of existing Avbitration Court
awards. We must not allow the older, or
middle-aged, man who has had the greater
part of his life in employment, to stand in
the way and monopolise a {rade as against
the claims of the younger man.

Mr. Marshall: How are the vouth faring
in other countries? Is this the only State
wheve they find themselves handicapped?

Mr. MeDONALD: I understand that the
vouih problem is handled very much better
in other countries,

My, Marshall: T will quote figures to the
contrary.
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My, MeDONALD: T ant told that in Kng-
land youth is allowed free entry into the
various irades and callings,

AMr. Marshall: And they are no better ofi
there.

Mr. MceDONALD: Reatrvictions have been
largely removed, and it is generally realised
by Governments of vuvious countries that
the young people must have their chance
and that the peosition cannot be met in any
other way.

JMr. Marshall: Nonsense!

Mr. McDONALD: Tt is an abselute faet.
We must do more in the divection of im-
proving the national physicue of the prople,
and the Govermment, as in other coun-
tries, =hould give a lead in that diree-
tion. I know one school where excellert
work is being undertaken along those lines
and T believe it is also being done in other
schools,  Nevertheless, I helieve we ean do
more to improve and mainiain the physiecal

well-being of the people than we ave
doing to-day. When T was in New
Zealand recently I found that the Gov-

ernmeni had instifuted what were known
as holiday camps.  These consist of a num-
ber of hutments with lighting, water,
and provision for eooking. These eamps are
situated short distances from cities and
enable people who are not in well-to-do eir-
cumstances to go there with their wives and
familics and spend a brief holiday at com-
paratively no eost at all. They enjoy them-
selves in pleasant surroundings and in the
open air. We could do a lot in that diree-
tion onrselves.

Mr. North: This is the new nationalism.

Mr. MeDONALD: It is nationalism tie
same as ever. The population problem was
correctly tonehed upon by the member for
Kalgoortie (Mr. Styants), and I agree with
him that the principal way in which we
should attack that most pressing problem is
through assistance to the children of our
own people. I shall not refer at length to
what has been done by way of wages. The
position is summarised very well in the Com-
monwealth Year Book and members are
familiar with the various theories that have
obtained from time to time, partienlarly duor-
ing the last 200 years, as to wages. It is
sufficient to say that in 1907, under the Har-
vester judgment, we embarked in Australia
npon the humanitarian idea regarding wagos.
That is to say, the principle that industry
must pay sufticient to keep the worker and
his family in reasonable and decent comfort
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was to be adhered to. That was an experi-
ment, and it has operated with some meas-
ure of success. The experiment is due for
overhaul for the reasons stated by the pre-
vious speaker as well as for other reasons.
There has heen no great grasp of the under-
I¥ing principle of the basic wage. Various
States have different ideas. The basis wage
it New Sounth Wales provides for the
worker, his wife and one child.

The Premier: But New South Wales has a
svstem of child endowment,

Mr. MeDONALD: That is so. In an-
other Stafe their basic wage provides for
the worker, his wife and three children. In
Western Australia and under the Common-
wealth provisions, the basic wage provides
for the man, his wife and two children,
New South Wales has gone in for a system
of child endowment but so far ne other
State has done so. If we judge the basie
wage as 4 means for providing a veasonable
degree of comfort for the worker and his
family, then in Western Australia it falls
down the mowment the family exceeds two
children. The system is self-condemned at
that stage beeause if the court says that a
ecrtain wage is sufficient to enable the man,
his wife and two children to snbsist reason-
ably, then obviously the court also says that
the wage is insuffieient for the man who has
seven children. In these ecircnmstances I
think the time has arrived when the system
regarding the hasie wage might be veviewed
with the idea that there shall be more recog-
nition for the added responsibilities shoul-
dered by the man who has a large €amily.
It might be done in conjunction with the
fortheoming consideration of State and
Commonwealfh logislation that is to be
undertaken. If that added recognition were
given to the responsibilities of the man with
a large family, it would emnable that
individual to have a betfer chance io
bring his children up as decent ecitizens,
and therefore the additional children would

be welcomed and it would not be felt
that the cconomic position was made
so0 muach worse by the advent of

each additional member of the fumily.
The last thing I want to say concerns the
basie wage. The previous speaker was quite
wrong in some of his suggestions about the
basic wage. Evervhody would like to see it
as high as possible. One of the Ministers of
the New Zealand Government said that his
Government would never rest until every
worker in New Zealand was living at the
standard of an Ameriean millionaire. That
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is a splendid ideal and everybody would
like that too, provided of eourse that other
people besides the workers lived at the
same standard. But in Western Australia
our State economy must preserve a balance
hetween the agricultural industry—and in
that I include the timbey industry—and our
secondary industvies, The farmers—and,
after all, perhaps they are the most im-
portant people in the long view of the
State's future—can carry on their farms,
selling their produce at world’s parity,
only if they ecan save enough, after
paying expenses, to Lkeep their homes
and wives and families, But if the cost of
living 1ises—and if the basic wage is in-
creased, of course it must rise—then that
little difference they had between their costs
and their receipts is whittled away, and the
farming industry is in dire trouble. So that
if our cost of living rises too high, presum-
ing that world parity for wheat and wool
remains the same, we come back to the faet
that our farmers are the Ilosers, and they
must be subsidised by the rest of the State.
Therefore, while we all wish to inerease the
wages and the income of everybody as much
as possible, we must preserve the balance be-
tween the costs in secondary industries and
the position of the farmer who cannot in-
crease an income whicll comes ouly from
world parity. New Zealand has a most in-
teresting  series of Aets of Parliament,
There it was proposed that the Govern-
ment should take over and pay for all
primary industrv produwets—Dbutter, wool,
meat, cheese, and so on. The idea was that
the Government wounld then sell on the ex-
port market in England and elsewhere, and
recoup itself from the proeceeds. At the
same time they introduced a 40-hour
week at the same wages. I am telling mem-
hers this to show the diffienlty that exists in
inereasing local costs in a conutry which de-
pends for stability on world parity. Having
introduced that seheme, the New Zealand
Government have gone no further than
the first instalment in relation to the butter
industry. So mueh doubt has been created
—I will not say failure, because the scheme
may vet succeed—that the scheme has onlv

‘heen applied to the one department of their

primary produets, namely butter.
My, Patrick: Was there a guaranteed price
for butter?

Mr. McDONALD: Yes, 1s. 1d. a 1b. for
butter fat.
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Mr, Patrick: And they lost two millions
last year.

Mr. McDONALD: The last estimaie I saw
said that the Dominion would lose £2,000,000,
I do not know what the position is now.
The diffienlty is that ne sooner had it been
arranged that farmers should receive 1s. 1d.
from the Government for butter, than the
cost of living weni up very severely in
New Zealand, and now they all want 1s. 3d,,
and next year they will want 1s. 5d. The
result is that one of the members of the
Government when I was there said to the
farmers, “We have attempted this only with
regard to butter, and if you do not like it,
we will give vou a chance of getting yourself
ont of it.” T only mention this to show that
in a conntry like Western Australia, if we
are to keep our farmers on the land, and
onr woolgrowers on their stations and farms,
we have to preserve some balance hetween
the secondary industry eosts and the posi-
tion of the farmers, I am sorrv to sce the
decay in what I may eall the agrieuliural-
mindedness of the State, to adopt a popular
phrase. Young men feel that the last place
they shounld be ealled npon to go to is out-
side the eity.

My, Sleeman: Not if they are paid for it.

Mr. MeDONALD: T will come to that.
The position is thiz: I want to know when
the existing farmers whe have been battling
for years against most adverse conditions
hecome old and retire, who is going to re-
place them? My friend opposite said young
men would go to the country if they were
paid.  Admittedly the pay is not so good as
in the towns and conditions are not always so
pleasant, but there are opportunities in the
couniry far greater than the voung men
would get if they vemained in town. With
rexard to wages, almost every day of my
life, when T ask voung men whether they
will go to the conniry if I ean get them a
job, T am met with the query whether their
wages will be paid. The suggestion that
wages are not paid by farmers is mostly
exagzerated. I earrv on a business where
people come to me and tell me they have
not heen paid wages or debts, but in years
of experience I can only recollect one case
of a man coming to me and saying his wages
had not heen paid by a farmer.

Mr. Sleeman: Youn have lost a lot of busi-
ness, then.

Mr, McDONALD: If my friend goes to
the Official Receiver in Bankruptey, he will
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be surprised to tind how few there are that
are not paid theiv wages by farmers. More-
over, I do not think there would be the
slightest difficalty for the Labour Bureau to
arrange with the Aszociated Banks and the
Agricultural Bank to ensure that if a man
ix nominated as being about to be employed
on a farm, his wages will be paid, because
the banks know that there must be em-
plovees on farms, and they know the cm-
ployment of men is of benefit, and that the
men ought to be paid. I am positive there
would he no dilliculty in inangurating a sys-
tem hy which the banks could ensure that
money would be kept back to pay any em-
plovee of whose employment they had notice,
I hope the Minister for Employment will
endeavour to impress upon these young men
the opportunities they have of healthy em-
ployent and future advancement by taking
up that industry which is, to use a hack-
neved phrase, but a very true one, the back-
bone of this eountry,

Mr. Patrick: I suppose yvou have come
across other men, besides farmers, who have
not paid wages due to employees.

Mr. MeDONALD: Yes, I have come
across employers in the city who have not
paid wages to their employees, Now T hope
the Clovernment’s proposed legislation will
chdeavour to touch the real substanee of the
snbject of that legislation; I hope it will not
be like some of the measures of last vear,
which only tonched the externals. The Bills
I see at the top of the list of the Lieut.-
Governor’s Speech, the Factory Act Amend-
ment and the Avchitration Aet Amendment,
if they are like what they were last year,
it i1s as though the body peolitic were asking
for food and we were simply giving them
new suits of elothes. I sugeest that if we
talk abont factories, let us try fo frain the
3,000 hoys and girls who leave school every
vear so that they can enter factories, and
that we endeavour to foster a greater aetiv-
ity in industry, and get our people trained.
Then we may perhaps find time to deal with
externals or procedure in connection with
factory emplovment. But T think our main
objeert in legislation should be addressed, not
to the frills of our industrial life, but to
the problems that go to the heart of the
matter, which are veally affecting the com-
munity fundamentally, and not merely in a
slicht external degree. I do not wish to
elose my remarks without referenee to the
visit of the Premier to ¥ngland. I
am delighted that he should have had the



114

npportunity to visit England, and T am ex-
tremely glad that he has come back mueh
restored in health. T feel that a trip would
also do me a lot of good, but I do not think
it is possible at present.  However, I join
with the member for Murray-Wellington
{Mr. McLarty) in hoping that Ministers,
whatever the public may say, will go to Eng-
land from time to time; and members, too, if
they can possibly raise the money, though
I know they eannot, Because if we have
any chanee of bettering the conditions heve,
it is only by increased knowledge, for in-
creased knowledge will bring increased tol-
erance and facililate the coming togethor of
the nations. At the last International
Labour Conference at Geneva it was shown
that unemployment was a peeuliar thing in
that it does not depend upon aveess to raw
materials, and does not depend on popula-
tion, for the same percentage of unemploy-
ment iz to be found in Ansiralia as is to be
found in Belgium, and a less percentage still
in Japan, which has 370 people to the
stmare mile.  But what the International
Lahour Conference did find was that un-
employment was as much, at all events, a
matter of international intereourse of trade
as il was national in character,

Mr. Hegney: Did vou find any evidence
about Russia? '

ilr. MeDONALD: In Russia it does not
matter, heeaunse thev pax their people so
little.

Mr. Ponkin: That eannot be true. If it
were. there would he no nunemployment in
Japan.

Mr. MeDONALD: There are practieally
no unemploved in Japan, where there are
470 people to the square mile, becanse very
low wages arve paid, and so employment is
spread over the community. But I wish to
saxv that the visits abroad of Ministers will
help to restore those international relations
which will be one of our best gnarantees for
a return lo prosperity. T am very glad that
the Premier should have had an opportunity
to eatn ineteased knowledge and experience
which may help Western Australia fo a
restoration of prosperity.

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) [8231: Tt
has been remarked that on such an ocea-
sion as the dehate on the Address-in-reply
there is a great deal of discussion that io
some people may seem unnecessary, resuli-
ing in a long-drawn-ont debate. But when
all is said and done we are endeavouring
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to adopt a motion touching the Speech by
His Excelleney, and whenever there is a
motion for the adoption of some sentiment,
the adoption can take place only after dis-
cussion. That is why we are privileged to
diseuss this motion in the manner in which
we do. Nevertheless, after a good deal of
experience one comes to ‘the conclusion
that the debate on this anunal motion
oceurs too early in the session, insofar as
when one looks at the Table one sees how
few veports that we ean eriticise have been
presented at this juneture in the session.
Some of my friends say that one will have
another opportunity on the Estimates. But
when the Estimates actually come before
us they are the Estimates, an established
fact, whether they be Loan Estimates or
Revenne Estimates, and so speaking to
them does not get one anywhere. I do not
know that when one puts forward a sug-
gestion during the Address-in-reply one is
likely to sce his suggestion adopted and
given a place on the forthecoming Esti-
mates, Nevertheless one can make sugges-
tions, and possibly see them presented in
the Estimates of the following year.

Mr. Hegney: That, too, is & good pros-
pect.

M. WITHERS: Yes, if is. I bhave dis-
covered that year after year there has heen
at least some consideration given to re-
quests made, even though the consideration
nmay not have been favourable. I do not
wish to go into the detailed matters that
have been handled by seme members, but
with other speakers I am tonecerned with
the taxation proposals. I see on the list
of proposed legislation for this session
“‘uniform taxation.’’ T do not really know
what that means, nor do I suppose ibat
other members know, but I do know and I
do reaily agree with others who have al-
ready spoken that the financial emergency
taxation is due for very serious considera-
tion, even to the extent of abolition. If
we could carry on sucecessfully before the
depression, when the basie wage was in the
vieinity of £4 odd, if we could carry on
during that peried without the financial
emergeney taxation, surely we could ecarry
on without it to-day when the employ-
ment figures compare very favourably with
those of 1929. The position is hetter to-
dav than it was at that earlier
date, although the basic wage to-day
is £3 14s, 11d. in the metropolitan area.
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I have long sinec come to the conelusion that
by whatever name we call it—financial emer-
geney tax, income tax, or hospital tax—it
is all taxation, and that the whole of the
taxation should be lumped. As the member
for West Perth, (Mr. MeDonald) pointed
cuf, our intome tax has increased. If we
could afford to pay the financial emergency
tax, we could just as well afford to pay the
money through a general income tax, Then
the individual who was in a position to pay
would pay, and the person entitled to de-
ductions would get them through his income
tax assessment. Family concessions would
be a eonsideration, and the position would
he more satisfactory than that of to-day.
Last year the financial emergency tax was
amended in the endeavour to keep pace with
the basic wage. The basic wage at the time
was £3 11s., and an endeavour was made to
stipulate that persons on the basic wage
should be exempt. We know what happened.
The Government were told by another place,
“No, we will agree to only a set figure”
Then it was decided to make the amount 2s.
ahove the basic wage, and eventually the
figure was made £3 15s. That was all right
until the basic wage reached £3 15s. In
wmy distriet to-day the basie wage is £3
15s. 104. and the workers reeceiving that
wage are paying the financial emergency
tax. There is deducted on the pay sheet an
amount of 1s, 4d., which reduces their £3
15s. 10d. to £3 1d4s. Gd., and thus brings
them below the basic wage. Nobody can
tell me that that is a fair or equitable sys-
tem of taxation. While for the South-West
Division a basic wage of £3 15s. 10d. was
preseribed, the rate for the metropolitan
area was £3 14s. 11d. Thus the people in
the South-West of the State, who, accord-
ing to the basic wage determination, should
he receiving more than the workers in the
mefropolitan area, are receiving 5d. a week
less. I trust that when the Government are
considering their taxation measures for the
session, they will bear that aspect in mind.
I am quite aware it was not the fanlt of the
Premier or of the Government last year
that the basic wage was not specified as the
minimum, If we had had our way, we
wonld have cnsured thai workers on the
hasiec wage were exempted from the financial
emergency tax, but the opposition was so
strong that the amount was fixed at £3 15s,,
and now see the position we have reached!
The hespital tax operates similarly. That
tax was originally intended to exempt men
who received less than £232 per annum, but
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to-day, if the department consider that the
individual is in a pesition to pay, whether
he receives £232 or £1533, he is expected to
pay for his treatment, although he pays the
tax at the souree as do other people. All
this taxation legislation is due for overhanl,
and I trust the Glovernment will consider
these matters before the measares for this
sessipn are introduced. A good deal has
been said about unemployment. The mem-
ber for Claremont (Mr. North) spoke on a
vital question—the unification of railway
gauges, If the Trans-Australian line is so
important as to justify the construction of
the Port Augusta-Red Hill section on the
Commonwealth gauge to give an improved
service, there is no justifieation for not
carrying the same gange through from Kal-
goorlie to Fremantle,. What better scheme
could be suggesied for providing employ-
ment, so lonyg as the Commonwealth Govern-
ment were prepaved to come to our assist-
ance in constructing the line? The work is
essential; it would be of wonderful assist-
ance lo Weslern Australia and to Australia
as a whole. I hope that as a result of the
remarks made at the opering of the Port
Augusta-Red Hill section, the matier will
be put to the Federal Parliament in such a
way that the Western Australian Govern-
ment will be given the necessary assistance
io give effect to the proposal. I am not
partieularly concerned about the question of
route, or whether the broader gauge should
open up new counkry. The State has opened
up practieally all the ecountry for which

ratlway  communication is  required.
There is another small railway to which
I wish to vrefer, the four miles
from Picton Junetion to Bunbury. I under-

stand that the Commissioner of Railways
visited Bunbury to-day and that it was in-
tended to ask him to make a recommenda-
tion that that scetion be built. I intend to
deal with the matter of further improve-
ments to the Bunbury barbour, and I shall
be able to justify the eonstraetion.of that
line on those grounds.

Hon. W. D, Johuson: There is a line from
Pieton to Bunbury.

Myr. WITHERS: I mean a duplication of
the existing line. The member for West
Perth said that better provision should be
made for apprentices. On studying the
figures some time ago, I discovered that no
industry in Western Australia employed the
number of apprentices to which it was en-
titled, not even the Midland Workshops,



116

which had the largest percentage of appren-
tices of any industry. It has to be remem-
bered that we live in a machine age as op-
posed to the time when tradesmen were re-
quired to do most of the work in indusiry,
and that whereas a wheelwright, shoemaker,
blacksmith or other tradesman required five
or six years in which to learn his trade, very
little time is needed for a youth to learn to
handle a machine and do the work that for-
merly n snob or farvier did. Thus there is
scope for- unskilled labour that starts a
marhine and watches it at work, but there is
not the scope that previously existed for
tradesmen. There might he scope for ap-
prentiees in the bricklaying, carpentering
and similar trade:, but we know what an
important part steel and conerete are play-
ing in building consiruction to-day. The
unskitled labourer has to a large extent
taken the-place of the artisan,

Mr. Sampson: The building trades are
very short of men,

Mr. WITHERS: In some direetions there
may he a shortage. In my distriet build-
ing operations are proeerding actively, and
all the tradesmen required are obtainable.

Mr. Sampson: The member for North-
East Fremantle mentioned the plastering in-
dustry.

Mr. WITHERS: Members cannot fail %o
feel sorry for the farmers, who have reached
a most diffienlt position,

Mr. Hughes: Perhaps they need a union?

Mr. WITHERS: They have a union.

Mr. Hughes: Where is i#£?

Mr. WITHERS: T suppose the hon. mem-
ber is referring to the employees?

Mr. Hughes: Yes,

Mr. WITHERS: The amount of wages is
not always the deterrent to boys accepting
work on farms. Last year a nephew of mine
left his widowed mother to see whetber be
could find work in the eitv. He called at
one of the registry offices and obtained em-
ployment on a farm out of Narrogin. The
man who employed him was in Perth at the
time on holiday with his wife and a couple
of children, riding in a fairly handsome
motor car. They took the 20-year old lad
back with them, bag and baggage, and when
they arrived at the farm the boy found that
there was not a bed for him, but that he had
to sleep in g shed with bags for a covering.
That was the treatment meted out to him,
and the farmer wondered why he did not stay.
He would have been willing to work for
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13s. a week and his keep had he been pro-
perly housed. As it was, those people
could ride about in a flash car and spend
a holiday in the ecity, though they were
not prepared to give the lad decent accom-
modation. That boy, of course, told his
friends what he had to put up with. That
kind of thing is no inducement to other
boys to risk the same conditions.

Mr. McDonald: How many cases are
there like that?

My. WITHERS: There do not have to
be too many such cases to act as an influ-
ence against boys taking such employment.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: It is quite a com-
mon praetice for farm labourers to be put
into a shed for sleeping purposes.

Mr. WITHERS: 1 have referred to this
ease because of the vemarks of the mem-
ber for West Perth (Mr. MeDonald). 1
know of many other cases where the boys
have not been given adequate accommoda-
tion. I do not think this particular family
coutd have been so hard up that they could
not afford to buy the lad a bed to steep
on. If they had provided a bed, no doubt
he would have stayed on.

Mr. Warner: If the farmer was under
the Agrienltural Bank he could not get a
“‘razoo’’ with which to buy anything.

Mr. WITHERS: Where did he obtain
the flash motor car? It is a better one
than I could afford. T may be trenching
on the ground of other members interested
in the South-West, but T do wish to refer
to the work of those who are endeavouring
te acclimatise trout in the freshwater
streams of the South-West. I do not know
whether we are as wealthy as we appear to
he, but I do know that the tourist trade
is commanding a eonsiderable amount of
attention. When people go touring they
like to know what the aitractions are. We
know that many of our salt water streams
are becoming depleted of the type of fish
for which people nsually ancle. If we could
get trout established in the Collie and
Blackwood waters, it would undoubtedly
be a great inducement to people to use the
excellent roads that have been provided
through those areas. There is no doubt
the road boards have done a wonderful
job in this respect, and if some assistance
were given to those who are engaged in
this very useful work, it would be the
means of ereating a very live interest for
tourists. An application was made by
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South-West members to the Government
for a sum of £300 to assist the people who
have already done such wonderful work
in this direction., Those people have not
only devoted their time and their serviees,
but their money as well. The Government
have rendered some assistance, for which
those concerned are very grateful, but I
do hope when the question is put up to
the Government that they will not turn a
deal ear to the appeal. There may be
tourist resorts in and around the city, such
as the caves at Yanchep. These provide
an attraetion for a time, but those who
can avail themselves of the opportunity to
go to Yanchep for an afterncon or a day,
want to go further afield when they can
zet a longer holiday.

Mr. Marshall: What about Turkey Point %

Mr. WITHERS: That will be all right
in good time. I wish to support the ecase
put up by the member for Sussex (Mr.
Brockman) concerning improvements to
Cave Honse. This is one of the old estab-
lished pleasure resorts. In its day it was
most popular, though even at that time it
could not aceommodate all those people
who desired to go there. Unfortunately a
fire oceurred, and the gccommodation was
greatly depleted. I hope that the money
on the Estimates this year will be spent so
that the public may have an opportunity
of visiting this heautiful spot. 1 appre-
eiate the value of the tourist traf-
fic to Western Aunstralia. The Leader
of the Opposition the other evening
said that employment did not seem
to have increased very much. As a faet,
it has ingreased considerably since 1929.
The Leader of the Opposition also said that
butter productien had decreased. It was
down considerably during this year because
of many factors. One of the factors was
the dryness of the season during the early
period and another was the outbreak of fires
in the South-West. Both had their effect
upon the industry. During that period, too,
quite a number of group settlers or Agri-
cuttural Bank clients, who were dairy
farmers, left their homes. We had not the
same namber of pecople producing butter
over that period that we have had in the
past. Although the Government were day by
day reducing the number of unemployed, on
the other hand settlers were leaving their
holdings and temporarily, at any rate, were
swelling the number of unemployed. T am
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not prepared to say that the inecentives
offered to the relief worker are such as to
induce a man to leave his holding for that
class of work, but apparently it is a betfter
proposition than farming for some people.
That is another reason why the butter posi-
tion is down, and why there has not been as
great a decrease in unemployment as the
Leader of the Opposition would like, I now
wish to touch upon one or two local matters.
Mr. Patrick: What about the harbour?

Mr. WITHERS: I will come to that. I
will first deal with the senior school site at
Bunbury. This was the site of the school
before I ever went to school. Members can
tmagine what it is like to-day. It was not
in a central position in the ¢arly days, but
Bunbury has grown around the sehool, and
to-day the school site is in one of the busiest
parts of the town. The school grounds are
cramped, and the locality is not suitable for
a school of that deseription. I have ap-
proached the Minister for Education with a
view to the Government resuming or pur-
chasing a suitable site for a future school.
When the late Mr. MeCallum was Minister
for Works, T suggested to him the purchase
of a suitable site. I pointed out that the
site was highly valuable and could be bought
&t a reasonable price. It contained five acres,
and was likely to be subdivided and sold,
thus getting out of the Government’s reach
for the purpose of a school site. The Govern-
ment tarned down the proposal, and the
nwners decided o subdivide and sell, There
are already seven houses on that land, and
two more are fo he erected. The inecident
goes to show that sites are not as readily
available in Bunbury now as they were a
few vears ago. Nevertheless, T have in view
an idea] site. The inspector of schools agrees
with me, and the matter has heen submitted
to the Minister, whose reply reads as
follows:—

I have now asked the Treasury to set in
motion the nccessary funetionings which deal
with the inspection and reports on such pro-
posals involving resumptions,

T want the Treasary to know that there is
a move with a view to purchasing a site for
a future school—either next vear or the vear
after. The present school is on one of the
most valuabie sites in Bunbury. If the Gov-
ernment deeided to dispose of that site, they
could eommand enough money to purchase
the proposed new site and build a school on
it. The proposal is worthy of investigation,
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and the Government could not lose by adopi-
ing it.

My, Marehall: Will it be a reproduetive
work ?

Mr. WITHERS: I hope so. Probably
hon. members are anxious to be informed
about the Bunbury harbour. During my 14
vears in this Chamber I do not think I have
been gnilty of neglecting to mention the
fact that at Bunbury there is a place where
a harbour should be. As I go slong, I hope
to prove to hon. mewbers that Bunbury
needs a harhour, WForinnately T have come
across Mr. Stileman’s interim report on
Buinbury harbour, made to the Minister for
Works in 1930. In 1926 a report was made
vontaining the following passage:—

Investigations on which a special survey
party is engapged are still in progress to permit
of a future harbour seheme being prepared.
That was in 1926—11 years ago—and I
think the future is here. Mr. Stileman
states—

Practieally the whole of this iz earried by

the vegsels of the Commonwealth and Domin-
ion lines, which on arrival from the Easf are
already deeply laden and draw from, say, 20
fert upwards. To ecater for these vessels 32
feet of water would be required in order to
give an adequate margin of depth in a berth
subject to range as is the case at the existing
outer berths at Bunbury.
It has been urged for many years that Bun-
bury is handicapped in that vespect, beeanse
oversea vessels trading to England and com-
ing aronnd the ecoast of Western Australia
are heavily laden hy the time they reach
Bunbury. In faet, they are then drawing
their deepest draught, and thercfore cannot
possibly enter our harbour for the purpose
of taking additional eargo. 1f the position
were reversed, if those steamers were light
in geing past our harbour, we would he able
to acecommodate them for the purpose of
picking up commodities to the shipment of
which the port of Bunbury is entitled,
Therefore we have contended for some con-
siderable time that this is not only a State
matter, sceing that Eastern States ports
have started the loading, but is also a mat-
ter in whieh the Commonwealth should assist
to remove the handicep at present imposed
on Bunbury harbour. I quote further from
Mr. Stileman’s report:—

All work put in hand should be part of a
complete scheme designed so far as possible to
promote scour and so reduwee present mainten-

anee dredging, cost of which can be taken as
about £10,000 per annum,
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When the present extension of the break-
water was begun, Mr. Lindsay, who was then
Minister for Works, showed me a plan which
I take to be the one M. Stileman cventnally
submitted to the Government. In that plan
there was provision for the scouring men-
tioned in this report, and also provision for
dredging the approach chaunnels to a depth
of 32 feet. The rock was not to be blasted,
but pummelled, and could be dredged up.
That was part of the older scheme for a
harbour at Bunbury, which was started in
1933, Mr. Stileman’s report continued—

For the above reasons the first work should
he reconstruction of the existing inner berths,
which are at present of little or no value, nnd
that, if possible, 30 fect of water should le
provided there, with an equal depth in the
approach channel . . . . T undertook to report
to the Hon, Minister the result of the meet-
ing, and, in view of the general agreement, to
recomniend that preliminary designs outlining
generally proposals for future construction
should be prepared. This I am now in a posi-
tion to de, and recommend accordingly. With
the preliminary design I will put up a ¢om-
plete report covering the present and prospec-
tive trade of the port, together with an eati-
mate of the cost of the works ghown,

I do not know what the prospective trade
of the port of Bunbury was when that re-
port was made in 1926, I do not know
whether it was possible for Mr, Stileman fo
visnalise 11 years ago the prospective trade
of Bunbury. We do know that that frade
has increased considerably during the in-
terim. A minute dated the 21st Mareh, 1930,
reads as follows:—

Tinder Seerctary.—Authority is given the
Engineer-in-Chief to proceed with the prelimin.
ary designs mentioned. (Signed) A. MeCal
lam.

It will be remembered that at that time
Sir George Buchanan reported on the vari-
ous harbours along our coasts. He visited
Bunbury, and his report was a little dis-
couraging and disappointing. We naturally
thonght we were poing to get a move fav-
ourable report. He said, “I can give vou 2
harbour at Bunbury. It will be costly, and
1 am not in a position, as Mr, Stileman also
says, to say whether the products of the
back eountry are sufficient to justify the
expenditure.”” The stage is being reached
to-day when, I think, the products of the
country and the population, the figures of
which I shall guote, justify the work being
proceeded with. I do not say that the Gov-
ernment have eeased to engage upon the work
by any means, but T want them to under-
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stand that, from the point of view of the
sonth-western corner of the State, of which
Bunbury is the natural outlet, provision is
required to enable the producers to export
their products through their natural port
at the cheapest possible rates. On that
point, the freighi io Bunbury from the fruit-
growing distriets, prineipally from Bridge-
town, is 11s. 8d. per ton, while to Fremantle
the freight is 16s. 9d. per ton. It is nearly
twice the distance from Bunbury to Fre-
mantle as it is from the point of produe-
tion to Bunbury, yet it costs only 3s. 1d.
to transport the fruit over double the dis-
tance to Fremantle. TFrom a railway point
of view, it is contended thai the further the
distance the cheaper the rate should be.
That is quite all right provided the goods
come from Merredin or some similar centre
in the back eountry. It is realised that the
man who is produeing at such a distance
in the back country should have an oppor-
tunify to transport his produets to market
as eecomonically, if not as cheaply, as the
man whe is eperafing nearer the pori. But
when the commodity is railed into Bunbury
and from there on to Fremantle at the extra
cost of 3s. 1d. per ton, such a practice would
be without justification if we had sufiicient
depth of water in the harbour at Bunbury,

Mr. Doncy: Did Mr. Stileman indieate
what his proposals would cost?

My, WITHERS: I secured Mr. Stileman’s
report on Sunday when I was at Bun-
bury, and sinee my return to Perth this
morning I have not had an opportunity to
inquire at the department to seeare the addi-
tional details regarding cost and so forth.

Mr, Doney: I thought you said that the
expenditure was now justified.

Mr. WITHERS: I do not claim that the
whole of the expenditure is justified, but I
certainly want the scheme proceeded with.
At Bunbury to-day there is an agitation, the
object of which is to secure two 30ft.
berths. We have not got the 32ft. herth
that Mr. Stileman suggested, but we claim
that if we can secure two 30ft. berths, they
will meet the situation for a considerable
time. At n meeting of the Bunbury Chamber
of Commerce held on the 24th July, a report
was presented that in¢luded the following :—

Figures from official sources show that 30,000
eases of bhutter and 600,000 cases of fruit are
produced annually for export. It is considered
that the provision of the necessary facilities
weuld lay the nuclems of a thriving export

trade for the fatlamb industry and frozen
pork.
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Mr. Patrick:
Fremantle?

Mr. WITHERS: Yes. Before econciuding,
I shall quote a few figures to indicate the
population and products of the distriet
within g radius of 60 miles of Bunbury. In
that estimation, I am not encroaching upon
the Sussex clectorate. I have not taken any
fizures relating to the voad district and other
parts of that partienlar electorate, except
possibly in respeet of Kirup, which is at the
top end, for which Bunbury is the natural
port. Novr have I included figures relating
to the Murray-Wellington constitueney.
Although Pinjarra is nearly half way to
Bunbury, T have allowed that eentre to re-
main as in the Fremantle zone. The figures
supplied to me show that the population
within a rading of 60 miles of Bunbury is
approximately 29,000 people, while theé pro-

Does that fruit now go to

tucts  within  that aren are valued as
Eollows :— "
£ -—
Wool 137,000
Potatoes 187,000
Apples 258,000
Timber 705,000
Butterfat 332,000
Cheese . 21,000
Condensed milk 44,000

These alone give a total value of £1,684,000.
It will be noticed that the coal produced at
Collie has not been taken into eonsideration,
beeanse that is not agrieultural produce.

Mr, Doney: You eould hardly include that,
as none of the coal goes oversea.

Mr. WITHERS: It is produced within
the area although it is not an agrieultural
produet.

Mr. Marshall: Much of that production
rightly helongs to Busselton.

Mr. WITHERS: If the honourable mem-
ber had heard what I said, he would appre-
ciate the faet that the figures I have quoted
do not relate to production in the Murray-
Wellington or Sussex clectorates. T have not
even included Nannup, although that centre
is within a radias of G0 miles of Bunbury.
We have not made provision for fat lamb
production, althowugh a fairly large number
is produced in the district. Those lambs are
not cxported from Bunbury direet, but are
exported either through Fremantle or Bun-
hury where refrigerated space is available to
enable the lambs {o he handled. Mr. Dodson,
who is a well-known shipping agent at Bun-
bury and fakes a great interest in these
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“yessels fitted
space following the
general trend of ship-building, which
was to have broader and shallower
draft vessels, could probably be berthed at
the existing jetty at Bunbury if the depth
there was as great as it was several years
ago, namely, 28 feot.” It has to be remem-
bered that when reference is made to 28
feet in relation to a berth at a jetty, allow-
ance must be made for an additional two
fect of clearance. Therefore a depth of 28
feet really means one of 30 feet. Ships’ cap-
tains and the harbour master at Bunbury re-
quire gt least 18 inches clearance before they
will admit that the berth is safe. Mr. Dod-
son also said that “a proposal to lengthen
the jetty to provide deeper herths would in-
volve a widening of operations to meet the
entire nceds of the export trade of Bun-
bury.” With regard to the guestion of eool
stores, there is money available from people
in the distriet who are prepared to establish
cool stores if the Government will provide
the facilities for handling their products.
The Government have not been unmindful
of the possibility of future developments,
becanse they have gone to the expense of
provision for the bulk handling of wheat
at Bunbury. From an industrial point of
view, that work may not be altogether accep-
table, but it has to be realised that we live
in a progressive age, and the position as it
iz has to be accepted. While the Govern-
ment are prepared to spend money at Bun-
bury in the provision of buik handling faei-
lities for the farmers, they will have to go
further in the development of the port to
deal with the trade generally. That is a step
in the right direction, Bulk handling is one
step towards progress, and e¢ool storage
will be another; therefore development will
be going ahead all the time. When speak-
ing of the primary preducts, T never men-
tioned tobaeco beeanse that is grown more
than 60 miles from Bunbury. But when
it is taken info consideration that a special
train load of tobaceo recently came from
Manjimnp, only about 70 miles as the crow
flies from Bunbury, the value of that dis-
trict from a primary producer’s point of
view is apparent. A telegram from Manji-
mup dated 24th July stated:—

A special tobaceo train of about 28 vans
will leave Manjimup on Monday morning

carrying about 150 tons of lucally-cured leaf
for shipment at Fremantle to Melbourne,

matters, has stated that

with refrigeration
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There at least is a commodity which we are
exporting to the Eastern States and which
should help to combat the imports coming
from the Eastern States to-day. If we can
send 150 tons of locallv-cured leaf in one
shipment from that distviet to-day, what are
we likely to do in a few years time?

Mr. Doust: It eosts a good deal to take
it to Fremantle, ’

Mr., WITHERS: Yes, it costs additional
freight to take it to Fremantle. The esti-
mated value of a trainload of tobaceo leaf is
£30,000, which represents half the State's
tobaceo production, grown in one little
corner of the State. Ard as the member for
Nelson pointed out, it has to come to Fre-
mantle because there is no class of boat call-
ing at Bunbury which conld take it to the
Eastern States. The grower is consequently
suffering because he has to pay so much
extra freight. I should like before eonclud-
ing to indicate the confidence of the trades-
people in the district. I have statistics in
connection with building operations from
the 23rd Mareh, 1926, to the 3lst July,
1936, a period of 10 years, In that
time 443 building permits were issued,
of which 228 were for dwellings, 61 for com-
mercial buildings, and 101 for alterations
and additions. These eost £213,215.
Last vear, that is, to the 41st July, 1937,
£38485 was spent in building operations.
There were 40 dwelling houses erected at a
cost of £2:1,320, one shop and dwelling £600.
15 minor alterations and additions £1,222,
and nine Iarge alterations and additions
£13,343, That shows the confidence the
business people have in the distriet. Bun-
bury cannot grow and expand if the back
country is not supported. It is the primary
production of the back country, the hinter-
land of Bunbury, that is making Bunbury
zo ahead. 1t is with the people producing
the primary prodnets in that area that we
are concerned, The member for Narrogin
was at a conference in Bunbury and heard
the delegaie from Bovup Brook put up the
fignres 1 have used hele in eonnection with
the production of this particular distriet. I
said at that conference that T was pleased at
last to ~e¢ that agitation was coming net
only from the business people of Bunbury,
vho have claimed in the past that they have
put up this proposition for the benefit of
Bunbury, but that it was also coming from
the people of the hinterland, who are now
declaring that they want this faeility,. We
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are very pleased to have their baeking for
it enables us to impress upon the Govern-
ment the necessity for doing something in
connection with the proposition. Some of
the huilding alterations to which I referred
are not of small dimensions. An alteration
to the Unlon Bank cost £3,800 and it has not
heen completed vet; £3,000 has been spent
on the Lyriec Theatre, £2,300 on the Bon
Marche building, and £1,200 on the Prince
of Wales Hotel.  These are all diffevent
classes of business, and the expendituve
is evidence of the confidence of the
businezss people in the town and dis-
triet.  Since the end of the year we have
already had £13,000 worth of dwelling per-
mits granted.  Oune bnilding cost £8,000,
another 15 to cost £2,300, and the Common-
wealth Government arc showing their faith
in the district also by ereeting a Customs
officer’s residence at a eost of £1,650, When
ohe has figares of that kind to show the
progress the distriet is making, and the con-
fidence of the people in it, one has no diffi-
dence in asking the Governnent to give
mese people the conveniencee they require,
which is possibly going to cost a lot of
money but which I am satisfied will recoup
itself. T do mnot know whether Sir Gro.
Buchanan is still alive, bnt if he 3s and the
scheme is gone on with, he will see that
although he wa= cantious at the time of his
repert—and being an engineer he naturally
had to be eautious —the progress has justi-
fied the expendiiure. Awother fact of in-
tevest is that in 126 the motor registrations
totalled 200, to-dax they total 549. There
is prosperity and progress on all sides, and
I have no hesitation in asking the Govern-
ment to give heed to the reruest which
practically afl hinges on the provision of
two 30ft. berths for Bunbury.

MR. SHEARN (Maylands) [92.17]: It is
not my intention to delay the House at
any length to-night. T agree with the fact
mentioned by other speakers that the
Address-in-reply debate does give members
an opportunity of making other members
of the House aun fait with matters of pesu-
liar interest to their own electorates, and
of general interest to the State. For that
reason, as & new member, I would not pre-
sume to say, and did not say previously,
that the Address-in-reply should be entirely
eliminated, but I do believe that a good
deal of curtailment of the speeches would
be in the interests not only of the members
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of the House and of the Government but
in the interests of the State generally.
Speakers who have preceded me have
drawn attention to the lack of frankness
on the part of the Government as exhibited
by the Lieut.-Governor’s Speeeh. Irrvespec-
tive of the Government that may bhe in
power, one has to admit that we must take
into consideration the faet that the con-
ditions to-day in relation to the unem-
ployed, though better than those of last
vear, are still very serious. Unfortunately
T, like other members representing metro-
politan constituencies, know only too well
what the position is. Not a day goes hy
without my being inondated with applica-
tions from men genuinely secking employ-
ment. One, of conrse, endeavours to com-
ply with the vequests, hut the general con-
ditions are such as to make those efforts
of little or no avail. Then, side hy side
with that, when one takes into aceount the
*aradual finaneial drift measnred in terms of
our presenf-day monetary system. one rea-
lises that it is little wonder that the Gov-
ernment arve reticent about making any
proclamation as to their future intentions.
T hope that as time goes on the Govern-
ment will be able to devise somc weans
considerahly to alleviate the cenditions
that exist, not only in our primary indus-
tries, but alse in the metrvopolitan aren.
Those conditions are appalling. Every mem-
her realizes that there are certain con-
ditions over which the Grovernment have no
gitiding control, hut for which nevertheless
we are vesponsible, at all events to the
extent that we should do what we ecan
to alleviate the position, whieh is, as I
have said, exceedingly serious. I would
like to say that the Governor’s Speech
though briefly, indicates great improve-
ment, amounting fo prosperity, in relation
to our mining industry: and all sections of
the community are more or less wrapped
up in the suecess of the mining industyy, T
am going to be frank enough to say that not-
withstanding what max be said by others, T
think the Minister for Mines has done a
wonderful job in connection with the vari-
ous aspecfz of the mining industry. I have
taken a lively intervest in what he bas done,
and undoubtedly he has earried out a very
goud job. [ trust that he may con-
tinue to go along those lines and assist
what, after all, has heen more ov less a
God-send to the rest of the eommunify.
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A matter coming nearer home and of great
satisfaction to me and other members
of the metropolitan arvea is the installation
of the sewerage svstem. .As you, Sir, know,
the greater part of my distriet has been or
is being sewered.  The new installations
have been not only of great benefit to the
particulav district, but have exercised a tre-
mendous influence in assisting the Govern-
ment to find work for the unemploved.
However, in that regurd I want seriously to
suggest to the Government that they take
into early consideration the position in which
scores of people in my electorate now find
themselves, particularly those on sustenance,
and also those on the basie wage or there-
ahouts, s those who hope cventually to
own their own homes. From the ostimates
stthmitted we know that the house connee-
tions eost from £40 to £350 each, and so we
realise how absolutely impos<ible it is for
the individual owner to he able to connect
up with the Government mains. I have
brought this under the notice of the depart-
ment concerned, and I understand the Min-
ister him<clf has taken note of it. I want
to be fair enough to =ay that some consider-
ation has been offered; but unless the Gov-
ernment can introduce a zeneral plan in
connection with this feature of the scheme,
it seems that whilzt certain people will have
to be deprived of the service, they, under
the operations of the Aet, will be forced fo
pay the sewerage rate and continne to pay
the loeal authority for the pan service. So
it means that until something is done in
connection with that aspect of the question,
those people through no fault of their own
are tased with double rate payvments., There-
tore, T serionsly wrge the Government to set
ahont to endeavour te give zll people in the
distriet the benefit of the system that has
Leen introdueed. [, like other speakers, am
pleased te knmow that the Government, ae-
cording to the Governor's Speech, intend
introduncing the mueh delayed Junicipali-
ties Act Amendinent, T «do not propose to
discuss that measurve at length now, but
merely to say that as one who is associated
with local authority activities, I know tha
dilliculties wnder which they are labouring.
i hepe the Bill will be passed this
se~sion and (hat then the municipalities will
he able to funetion in the way in which they
are entitled to do. I shounld like to make
passing reference to the faet that the eon-
summation of that long-delayed Infectious
Diseaxes Hospital having been cffeeted by the
commun sen<e attitude of the loeal authorities
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and of the Government, we might now seri-
ously take up the appalling situation at the
Perth Hospital. T am not going to weary the
House with a reiteration of the conditions
that prevail, but I say it i the duty of every
niember of the louse to use his ulmost en-
deavours to influence some early arrangement
which would be the means of having a hos-
pital evected with the accommeodation and
equipment which the present conditions un-
donbtedly require. I was likewise pleased
to hear the member for Roebourne (Mr.
Rodoreda) speak so plainly in connection
with the proposed discontinuanee of our
North-West air service. I realise with that
hon. member that it would bhe a very serious
matter for Western Australia, and I econ-
vluded from the remarks he made that he
and the Government and other members of
the ITouse will take the veuuisite steps fo
make their representations to the Federal
Government so strennous and consistent that
we shall not have any fear ot this proposed
scheme being cavried out. That hon. mem-
her likewise struiek a rather pood note regard-
ing the growing state of apparent autocraey
of heads of our publie scrviee. While to
some extent this may be trne, I personally
leel that we are fortnnate in having an able
public serviece which, generally speaking,
uses its great power with restraint. T would
suggest that it is not the =ervice that is to
blane, but possibly Parhament itself. Tt
:lll])(-‘fll'a' to me Ihat 4\.(“5 are =0Mme-
times passed in haste by this and other Par-

liaments, and after all such measures
resolve  themselves into a mere outline
of the intention of Parliament.

To make the requisitc provision, the Gover-
nor, hy regulation, finally sets out how the
Aet shall operate. It appears that Parlia-
ment has to some extent given away the
powers entrusted to it under the Constitu-
tion, and T therefore suggest to the member
for Roebourne, and to members generally,
that in relation to the suggested cnrtailment
of the Address-in-reply debate, there would
perhaps be an epportunily for the House to
give more time to the various measnres sub-
mitted hefore they are adopted. By those
means, members would be able fo pass a
measure with a completeness that would em-
hrace al that the Act was intended to deal
with, and the necessity wonld not exist of
sugeesfing that there was a sort of auto-
cracy existing in the various departments of
State. There are several social questions
that will be considered during the session,
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very soen, I understand, and for that reason
I do neot intend to speak upon them tonight,
but will take an opportunity to express my
opinions at the appropriate time. There are
a number of matters dealing with my own
electornte to which I should like to make
passing reference, One is the necessity, to
which [ directed attention last session, of
there being nat only an extension of the
tramway service on the Walcott street, North
Porth, line, but for some speeding up of that
service, Members who live in the metropo-
litan area are aware that {bere is no dis-
triet within that avea thal has grown faster
or pruduced a consistently Letter type of
house thun the Mt. Lawley-North Perth area.

Mr. Cross: What about South Perth?

Mr, SHEARN: T admit that South Perth,
having sech a representative, would necces-
sarily be a very prosperous suburb, but I
think that I said there was no distriet mak-
ing greater progress. I therefore seriounsly
suggest to the Government that T am making
no unfair requesl when I ask for this eon-
sideration. The neecessity has existed for a
considerable time; T believe the former mem-
ber for Maviands brought the matter to the
nofice of the Government on several ocea-
sions, and I shall certainiy continve fo do =0
nuntil the Governmeni do something.

Mr. Marshall: How far is development
beyond the terminus of the line at the
moment?

Mr. SHEARX: About a mile. I recently
asked the Minister 1o consider the praetie-
ability of duplieating the present line. To-
day I received a reply from the Minister,
and it is not af all satisfactory. At this
juncture I urge the Minister to give this re-
guest, which ean be amply justified, due eon-
sideration, and I hope the rosult will be that
funds wilt be made available to improve the
conditions on the Mount Lawley, North
Perth, line. With other members, I regret
that the Minister for Education should have
met with an accident that bas not only
cansed him inconvenience but has subjected
him to physical pain. We trust that it will
not be long before he is again restored to
health. T have a matter to mention affect-
ing his departmeni—the necessity for a
junior school in the North Perth-3It. Lawley
territory. I know it has been said that de-
partmental inquiry has revealed that faei-
lities exist of whiech those children might
avail themselves. But the majority of the
children in this particular area are of very
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tender age, and thcy have to travel about
1} miles to school. It is a modest request,
and I suggest that the Minister might give
us a building that would form the nuecleus
of an enlarged structure as time goes on. T
have been informed that this matter will re-
ceive consideration. By the time it receives
constderation, if it is dealt with in the usual
way, the children will be ready for the
Modern School, and that will be of no good
to the children of to-day. In summer there
is very little shade for the children, and in
winter they are subject to the severities of
the weather. I claim that the people of the
district are entitled to receive the service for
which they are paying, and they are not ask-
ing for something that is not well overdue.
I hope the Minister will take this matter into
eonsideration, and will be able to prevail
upon the Treasurer to make funds available.
for what is a modest request and & dire-
necessity  for the district. There are as
number of other matters to which 1
intended to draw attention, but T will deal
with them when the Estimates for the
varions departments are under discussion.
Although the finances of the State are
anything but satisfactory, I believe that
the recent visit of the Premier to London
as the ambassador of Western Australia
was amply justified in the interests of the
State. The oeeasion being the coronation
of Their Majesties, the King and Queen, it
presented a unigque opportunity for inter-
course between the various leaders of the
different countries of the British Empire.
As the member {or West Perth pointed out,
if ever there was a time in the history of the
Empire and indeed of the world when there
should be a complete and proper apprecia-
tion of the diffieuities, surely it is to-day.
I understand that the actual expenses of
the trip were comparatively small, and the
ultimate good should doubly repay the
State for the outlay. I am nat going to
adopt a party attitode and say that the
Premier should not bave made the trip.
Irrespective of the party in power at the
time, I believe that the eircumstances quite
justified the trip. In view of the present posi-
tion of the State, it behoves every member;
regardless of whether he sits behind the Gov-
erament or in Opposition, not only to do his
best in the interests of his own electorate,
which is what we are primarily here for,
but to make his contribution, irrespective
of party alignment, provided he is satis-
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fied that the propesed legislation is in the
interests of the people. With that econdi-
tion fulfilled, he should stand behind the
Government of the day. If we do that, our
united efforts will bring a greater mea-
sure of prosperity to the State than would
other wise be possible under the finaneial con-
ditions at present existing, Until such time as
the Government are able to devise some means
which will provide a greater step fowards
full-time employment for many thousands
of men now on sustenance, I believe we
shall never be able to enjoy any material
state of prosperity. Members will surely
agree with me in that view. As has been
pointed out by previous speakers, the
greater volume of prosperity in this or in
any other primary producing State is
largely in the hands of the elements, but I
still believe that as a result of the adop-
tion of a careful and unbiassed attitude
on the part of the Government, ably sup-
ported as they would be by members of
the Opposition, a genuine effort to improve
the conditions generally could be made.
For my own part I will at all times endea-
vour to assist in the passage of any legis-
lation which, I am satisfied in my own
mind, is in the best interests of Western
Australia.

On motion by Mr. Watls, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.43 p.m.
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Question : Rducation, Goldfelds High School 124

Motion : '\Tamve Admlnlatmﬂun Act, b0 dlsnné@'

regula
Address-ln-reply. ﬂl'bh day 126

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—EDUCATION.
Goldfields High School.

Hon. C. G, ELLTOTT asked the Chief
Secretarv: 1, In connection with the Gold-
fields High Sechool, wihat was the total cost
of—{a) huildings, (b) furniture? 2, What
provision has been made for a supply of
water should an outbreak of fire oceur at
the sehool?

The CHIEY SECRETARY replied: 1,
(a) £7,864: (b) £1,622. 2, In addition to
the provision of standpipes in the quad-
rangle and an alarm counected to the Kal-
goorlie Fire Station, two street fire hydrants
have been installed mear the school. The
question of further safeguarding the school
from damage by fire is now under considera-
tion.

MOTION—NATIVE ADMINISTRATION
ACT.

To Disallow Regulations.

HON. G. W. MILES (North) [4.36]: I
move—

That the regulations {Nes. 1 to 9 ineclu-
give} relating to the Natives’ Medical Fand
made under the Native Administration Act,
1905-1936, published in the ‘¢ Government Gusz-
ette’’ of 2nd July, 1937, and laid on the table
of the House on 10th August, 1937, be and
are hereby disallowed.

No alteration has been made in the fees pay-
able in respeet of permits, a permit to em-
ploy one native costing 5s., and a general
permit £2.  The regnlations now provide,
howover, that in addition to the above fees
the permit holder shall contribute £1 per
head per annum in respeet of each and every
native emploved by him under the authority
of the permit. The Commissioner may, in
the case of wards or trainees of the Abori-
gines Department, or where a permit is de-



